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born and educated in Spain, ſome Years Se- 
cular Prieſt in the Church of Rome, now Mi- 
niſter of the Church of England. | 


10 | 


This MASTER K ET will help us to reveal 


How haunted Virgins have been diſpoſſeſt, 
And Devils were caſt out to let in Prieſt. 
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| His ExCcELLENCY. 
THE 


LOoRD ViscoOUNT 


SHANNON, 


' | Lieutenant-General, 


And Commander in Chief of 

His Mais xv s Forces in 
IRELAN D, 

Under the Lo RD LIEUTENANT; 


ALSO 


To the Generals, Field-Officers, and all 
other Officers of the Army of the 
| ſaid Kingdom, 


The following Sheets are humbly dedi- 

" cated bythe Au r H OR, aa ſincere 

Acknowledgement of the many Fa- 
 wours he bas received from them. 


- * 
man 
, 
: 
; 
* 
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D. ANT oN TO GAVIN. 


nr bil. 7 deft * 70 \ publiſh 
NA 1 obo following ſheets, it was a. 
Wie {UA of ſome doubt with me, 
- whether or no I ſhould put my 
* name to them; for if I did, 
T conſidered that I expoſed my ſelf to the 
malice of a great body of men, who would 
endeavour om all occaſions to injure me in 
my reputation and fortune, if not in my 
life; which laſt was'0, unuatural ſuſpi- 
C107 for a Spaniard, and one iu my caſe, 
to entertain of ſome fiery zealots o, * 
church 0 0 Rome. . 5 


— 


B UT on the other hand, J foreſaw, 
that F I. concealed my uame, a great part 


of the benefit aurendes to the publick by. 
e 


*» 


ij The PREFACR. 
this work might be loft. For I have of. 


ten obſerved, as to books of this kind 
where Fatts only are related (the truth 
of which in the greateſt meaſure muſt de- 
pend on the credit of the relator) that © 
wherever the authors, out of caution or 
fear, have concealed themſelves, the even: 
commonly has been, that even the friends 
to the cauſe, which the facts ſupport, | 


give but a cold aſſent to them; and the 
enemies rejett them entirely as calumnies, 
and forgeries ; without ever giving them= 
elves the trouble of examining into the 
truth of that, which the relator dares not 
openly avow. On this account, what- 
ever the conſequence may be, I reſolved 
to put my name to this Book, and accor- 
dingly did ſo to the firſt propoſals, wbich 
Were ans for * printing 1t. 25 


B v 7, by this means, I am at the 8 
time obliged to ſay ſomething in vindi- 
cation of my ſelf, from ſeveral aſperſions 
which J lie under, and which indeed I 
have already in a great degree been a ſuf 
-ferer by, in the opinion of many worthy 


| 1 The firſs 7s, that I never was 
a Pas 


— 
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3 were ſubſcribers to this book. 


- * Upwards of fix hundred of the nobility, clergy 2 gentry 
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A a prieſt, 'becanſe I have not my letters 
= of orders r produce. This, it "muſt be 
| confe(s'd, is a'teftimonial without which 
uo one bas a'right, or can expett to be 
regarded 'as à perſon of that character; 
= znlefs he has very convincing arguments 
0 offer the world, that, in bis circum- 


ſtances, no ſuch thing could reaſonably be 


9 ere ed from him; and whether or no 


mine are ſuch, I Jeave the world ro Juage. 
My . Was: HOES. - 


As ſoon as it had pleaſed Gop by 
his grace to'overcome in me the prejudices 
of my education, in favour of that cor- 
rupt church in which I had been bred up; 
and to inſpire me with a reſolution to em- 


| brace the proteſtant religion; I ſaw, that 


in order to preſerve.my life, I muſt im- 
mediately quit Spain, where all perſons, 
who do not publickly profeſs the Romiſh 


religion, are condemned to death. Upon 
= this I reſolved to loſe no time in making 
my eſcape ; but how to make it, was the 
= matter of the greateſt difficulty and dan- 


ger: However I determined rather to ha- 


|: | zard all events, than either to continue in 
= that church, or expoſe my ſelf to certain 
death; and accordingly made choice of di. 


gniſes as the moſt * method of Ja- 
a vVouring 


"* 


iv The pRETACcz. 
vouring my eſcape. The firſt I made uſe of | 


was the habit of an -officer in the army; 
And as I was ſure there would be ſerict en- 
quiry and ſearch made after me, I durſt 


nat bring along with me my letters Mor- 


ders ;which upon my being ſuſpected in any f 


place, for the perſon ſearched.after, or on 
any other unhappy accident, would baus 
been an undeniable evidence againſt me, 
and conſequently would have condemned 
me to the inquiſition. By this means I * 
got ſafely to London, where I was moſt 


civily received by the late earl ST AN- 
HOPE, to whom I had the honour to be 


| known when he was in Zaragoza. He 
told me, that there were ſome other new 
converts of my nation in town, and that 


be hoped I would follow the command of 
Jesvs % PETER, viz. When thou art 
converted, ſtrengthen thy brethren. 


UP ON this I went to the late lord bi- f 
pop of London, and, by his lordſhip's 
order, his domeſtick chaplain examined me 


three days together; and as I could not 


produce the letters of orders, he adviſed 
me to get a certificate from my lord STAN= 
HOPE, hat he knew me, and that I was 


à prieſt, which I obtained the very ſame 


day ; and, upon this certificate, his lord- 
| | 77; 
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of Hip received my recantation after moru- 
y ; ins prayers, in his chappel of Somerſet 
= houſe, and licenced me to preach and of. 
ris = ficiate in a Spaniſh congregation, compo- 
= /ed of my lord 8 1 AN HOP E, ſeveral En- 
gliſh officers, and the few Spaniſh officers 
neo converts. My firſt ſermon, I had the 
Honour to dedicate. to my lord S TAN 
Hop E, and was printed by Mr. W 1 L- 
I IAM BOW ER, and was ſold after- 
I * ward by Mr. Dexoves, a French boo 
= ſeller, at Eraſmus's head in the Strand. 
By virtue of this licence, I preached two 
nears and eight months, firſt in the chap- 
pel of Queen's Square, Weſtminſter, and 
afterwards in Oxenden chappel, near the 
| Hay-Market. But my benefattor, deſirous 
of to ſettle me in the Engliſh church, advi- 
rt ſed me to go chaplain to the Preſton man 
= of war, where I might have a great deal 
e leiſure to learn the language ; and be- 
Vid ing preſented and approved by the biſhop 


„ of London, the lords of the admiralty 
e granted me the warrant or commiſſion of 


t 3 _ chaplain. Then his lordſhip, who before had 
4 given me his conſent in writing, to preach 
- = 7: Spaniſh, d:4now enlarge it in the [aid 
s = warrant of the admiralty, which licence 
I ſhall take leave to inſert bere at large. 


3 4 \ i 1 
) © WHER K- 
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VV THonyY GAVIN was recom- 
mended to me by the right honourable 
lord 8 TAN HOP E and by the ſame and 
other Eng/i/h gentlemen, I was certified, 
that the ſaid reverend Mr. G a v 1 N, was 


a ſecular prieſt, and maſter of arts, in 
the univerſity-of the city of Zaragoza, in 
the kingdom of Arragon in Spain, and 
that they knew him in the ſaid city, and 


converſed with him ſeveral times: This 


is to certify, that the ſaid reverend Mr. 
GA vi N, after having publickly and ſo- 


lemnly abjured the errors of the Row? 
religion, and being thereupon by me re- 


conciled to the church of England, on the 


zd day of Fauuary, 174i. He had then my 
leave to officiate in the Spaniſh language 


in the chappel of Queen's Square, M et- 


minſter; and now being appointed chap- 
lain of his majeſty's ſhip the Preſton, bas 
my licence to preach in Ergiiſh, and to 
-adminiſter the ſacraments at home and 
abroad, in all the churches and chappels 
of my dioceſe. 5 WE 
Given under my hand in London, 
_ the 15th of July, 1720. 
r 
Jon N LONDON. 


HE RE As the reverend Mr. AN- 


8 2 50 14 8 9 4 . . a 4 2 8 bs. 2 2 ad 2 TIES bn he — 2 4k TA 3 225 7 
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T E certificate, licence, and warrant, 


\ may be ſeen at any time, for 1 have thein 
8” me. 


Ar TER that, the ſhip N put out of 


2 commiſſion, and my lord STANHOPE be- 
ing in Hanover with the king, I came o- 


ver to Ireland on the importunity of 4 


| Friend, with a deſigu to ſtay here till my 


lord's return into England : But when [ 


g Das thinking of going over again, I heard 


of my lord's death, and having in him 


5 loſt my beft patron, I reſolv'd to try He- 


ther I could find any ſettlement in this 
kingdom : Andin a few days after, by the 


Favour of his grace my lord archbiſhop of 


Caſhel, and the reverend dean PER CI- 
VAI, 5 got the curacy of Gowran, which 
I ſerved almoſt eleven months, by the. li- 


= cence-of my lord biſhop of Offory, who af- 
= terwards, upon my. going to Cork, gave 


I 


5 
1 


me bis letters dimiffory. 


Iwas 77 Cork, very near à year ſer- 
ving the cure of a pariſh near it, and the 


© reverend dean MAuLE being at that time 


in London, and I being recommended to 
bim to preach in his abſence, in his pa- 


4 4 church of Shandon: He went to in- 


n about me of AO of | London, his 
lord- 
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lordſhip and ſeveral other perſons of diftin- | 


ction, were pleaſed to give me a good cha- 
rafter, as the dean on my leaving bim did Rc 


me the favour to certify under his hand, 


together with my good behaviour during F 


5 Hay in Cork. 


Now my caſe being ſuch, as I have 


repreſented it, I freely ſubmit it to the | 
judgment of every gentleman of ingenuity | 
and candour, to determine, whether it | 
could be expefted from me that I ſhould 
have my letters of orders to ſhow; and 
yet whether there can be any tolerable rea- | 
ſon to ſuſpect my not having been a prieſt. i 
T think it might be enough to falence all | 
ſuſpicions on this account, that I was re- 
ceived as a prieſs into the church of E 
land, and licenced as ſuch to preach ans 
adminiſter the ſacraments both ju that 
kingdom and this: and T hope no one can 
imagine, that any of the biſhops of the beft 
conſtituted and governed churches upon 
earth, would venture to admit any perſon 
to fo ſacred a truſt, without their being 
ful [atisfied that he was in orders. 
IS RAI IL on this occafiin beg leave to 
mention what the biſhop /of London ſaid 
to me; when I told By „I had not my 
__ 
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n letters of orders, but that my lord SrAx- 
„a. nopk, and other gentlemen of honour aud 
id © eredit, who knew me in my native city of 
a, i Zaragoza, world certifie, that I there was 
29 elſicemed and officiated as a prieſt. Bring 
| Ha a certificate, ſaid he, and I ſhall re- 

4 ceive and licence you; for I would rather 
ve depend on it than any letters of orders 
. vou could produce,which, for ought I could 
ty le, you might have forged. 


1d IAO what I have here [aid may 
1d | convince even my enemies of my being a 
2. i clergyman: and ho I bave behaved my 
R. | elf as ſuch, fince I came into this kiug- 
dom, I appeal to thoſe gentlemen I conver- - 
ſed with in Gowran, Gortroe, aud Cork; 

aud for this laſt year and à balf, to the 


'y = officers of col. Ba R REI rigadter Nap- 
7t r,, col. HAWLEY, col. NEwTON, and 
2 col. Lanor's regiments, who, I ain ſure 
„ vill do me juſtice, and I deſire no more of 
1 © them; and upon an inquiry into my be- 

„ baviour, I fatter my ſeif,, that the pul- 

glich will not lightly” give edit to the ill 

= e [pread abroad by my: enemies. 

4 AnNoTHER objettion' raiſed againf me 

5 N. is, that I have perjured. my ſelf.in di ſco- 

7 1 wen the private confeſſions which were 


32 made 
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made to me. In one point indeed they | 

may call me perjured, and it is my com- 

ort and glory, that I am ſo init, viz. 

That I have broke the oath I took, when © 

I was ordained prieſt, which was to live 

and die in the Roman catholick faith. 

But as to the other perjury charged upon 

me, they lie under a miſtake ; for there 

7s no oath of ſecrecy at all adminiſtred to 

ll confeſſors, as moſt proteſtants imagine. 

1  afecrecy indeed is recommended to all con- 

1 feſſors by the caſuiſts, and enjoyned by te 
councils and popes ſo ſiritily, that if a | 
confeſſor reveals (oxcept in ſome particu- 
lar caſes) what is confeſſed to him, ſo as 

the penitent is diſcovered, he is to be pu- 
niſbed for it in the inquifition; which, 
it muſt be owned, is a more effetFual way 
of enjoining ſecreſy than oaths themſelves. 


HowEvVvVeER, I am far from imagi- 
ning, that becauſe in this caſe I have 
broken no oath, I ſhould therefore be guilty 
of no crime, the I reveaPd every thing 
which was committed to my truſt as a con- 
feffor, of whatever ill conſequence it might 
be to the penitent. No, ſuch a practice 
I take to be exceedingly criminal, ans 1 
fo from my Jon abhor it. * 


Bur 
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Bu r nevertheleſs there are caſes where, 
by the conſtitutions of the church of Rome 
zt ſelf, the moſt dangerous ſecrets may and 
ought to be revealed: Such are thoſe 
which are called reſerved caſes, of which 
there are many ; ſome reſerved to the 
pope himſelf, as hereſy : ſome to his a- 
Poſtolical commiſſary or his deputy, as 
inceſt in the firſt degree: Some to the bi- 


ſhop of the dioceſe, as the ſetting a neigh- 


bour's houſe on fire. Now in ſuch caſes 
the confeſſor cannot abſolve the penitent, 
and therefore he is obliged to reveal the 


confeſſion to the perſon to whom- the ab- 
ſolution of that fin is reſerved ; though 


indeed he never mentions the penitent”s 
name, or any circumſtance by which he 
may be di ſcovered. J 


Acarn, there are other caſes, ( ſuch - 
as a conſpiracy againſt the life of the 
prince, or a traiterous defign to  over- 
turn the government) which the confeſ- 
ſor is obliged in conſcience and for the 
ſafety of the publick: to reveal. 


Bur beſides all theſe, whenever the 
penitent's caſe happens to have any thing 
of an uncommon difficulty in it, common 
Prudence, and a due regard for the faith 

ful 
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ful diſcharge of his office, will oblige a 
confeſſor to diſcover it to men of expe- 
rience and judgment in caſuiſtry, that he 
may have their advice how to proceed in 
it : And this is what confeſſors in Spain 
not only may do, but are bound by the word- 
of a prieſt to do, wherever they have an 
opportunity of conſulting a college of con- 
fefſors, or (as it is commonly called) a 
moral academy. 


* 


I BELLEVE it may be of ſome ſer- 
vics on the preſent occaſion, to inform my 
readers what thoſe moral academies are, 
which are to be met with through Spain, 
in every city aud town, where there is 
a number of ſecular and regular priefts: : 
But. I ſhall ſpeak only of thoſe in the city 
of Zarogoza, as being the 127 perfectly 
acqulatuted with FEM. 17 88855 ky 


A MORAL academy is. a. college or 
aſſembly conſiſting of ſeveral. father conr 
Feſſors, in which each of them propoſes 
ſome moral caſe which has happen'd to 
Him in confeſſion, with an exact and par- 
ticular account of the confeſſi on, without 
mentioning the penitent's name. Aud 
the proponent having done this, every 


member is to deliver his opinion upon it. 
This. 
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This is conflantly practiſed every Friday, 
from two of the clock in the afternoon, 
= zill fix, and ſometimes: till eight, as the 
Z caſes propoſed happen to be more or leſs 
difficult, But when there is an extraor- 
dinary intricate caſe to be reſolved, and 
the members cannot agree in the reſolu- 
tion of it ; they ſend one of their aſſembly 
to the great academy, ꝛchich 2s a college 
= compoſed of ſixteen caſuiſtical doctors, and 
our profeſſors of divinity, the moſt learn- 
= ed and experienced in moral caſes that 
may be had; and by them the caſe in de- 
bate is reſolved, and the reſolution of it 
enter'd in the hooks of the academy, by the 
enfant N the preſident and members. 


TRE academy of the holy ; 
founded and very nobly endowed by arch- 
biſhop & AMB OA, is one of the moſt fa- 
mous in the city of Tarogoza ; and of it 
T was a member for three years. I was 
very young and unexpert in caſes of con- 
ſcience, when I was firſt licenced to be a 
confeſſor ; for the pope having diſpenſed 
with thirteen months of the time required 


: 4 by the canons for the age of a prieſt, ¶ or 
I which Ipaid fixty piſtoles) Iwas ordain'd 
before I was twenty-three years old, by 


Don ANTONIO IBANNEZ DE LA W 
| DE 
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DE HERRERA, archbiſpop of Zaragoza, 
and wiceroy of Arragon; and at the ſame 
time licenſed by him to hear confeſſions 
of both ſexes. In order then the better aud 
more ſpeedily to qualify my ſelf for the 
office, I thought it my prudenteſt way to 
apply, 4 ſoon as poſſible, to be admitted 
into this learned ſociety ; and I had itt- 
 Tereſe ehou g to Succeed. 


Now among many ſtatutes left by 
the founder to this academy, one is this, 
viz. That every perſon who is choſen a 
member of it is, on his admiſſions to pro. 
miſe upon the word of a prieſt, to give the 
whole aſſembly a faithful account of all 
the private confeſſions he bas heard the 
week before, which have any thing in 
them difficult to be reſolved ; yetſo as not 
to mention any circumſtance by which the 
penitents may be RNOWn.. 


AN b for this end there is a books 
where the ſecretary enters all the caſes 
propoſed and reſolved every Friday; aud 
every third year there 1s, by the conſent of 
. the preſident and members of the academy, 
and by the approbation of the great one, 
a book printed containing all the caſes re- 


ſolved for three years before, and which 
T ZZ Is 
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Als entitled, Compendium caſuum mora- 
lum academiæ S. S. trinitatis. The aca- 
demy of the holy trinity is always com- 
|. poſed of twenty members, ſo that every 
one may eafily perceive, that each of the 
members may be acquainted in a year or 
Tao, with many hundreds of private con- 
pyeſſions of all ranks and conditions of peo- 
pie, beſides thoſe which" were made to 
= themſelves: Which remark I make to ſa- 
' rtisfy ſome men, who, I am told, find fault 
with me for pretending to impoſe on the 
publick for genuine, ſeveral confeſſions 
. which were not made to my ſelſ, and con- 
ſequently for the reality of which I can 
have no fufficient' authority. | 


VS, 
* OE Be ae Lo” 
2 


Nov, after all that has been ſaid on 
this head, I believe I need not be at much 
trouble to vindicate my ſelf from the im- 
 putation of any criminal breach of ſecrecy ; 
For if the reader obſerves, that on the 
 foregoing' grounds, there is no confeſſion 
whatever which may not lawfully be re- 
vealed, provided the confeſſor doth not 
diſcover the penitent, he cannot in juſtice 
I condemn me for publiſhing a few, by 
IS which it is morally impoſſible, in the pre. 
- ſent circumſtances, that the penitents 


U 


5 bond be kuown. Had I been much more 


1 dam. 
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particular than I am in my relations, j 
and mentioned even the names aud ever 
thing elſe I knew of the. perſons,. there 
would ſcarce be a poſſibility (conſidering © 
the diftance and little intercourſe there 
is getween this place amd Laragoza) of 
their ſuffering in any degree by.it ; and 
I need not obſerve that the chief, and in- -- 4 
decd only reaſon of enjoyning and keeps ] 
ing ſecrecy, is the hazards the peni- 
rent may Tun by a diſcovery. But I do a. 
ſure the reader, that in every confeſſion I 
have related, I have made uſe of feigned © 
names, and avoided every circumſtance _ 
by which. I. had the leaſt cauſe to ſuſpec 
the parties might be found out. And I aſs. | 


ſure him further, that moſt of the caſes 1 
here publiſhed by me, are, in their moſs = 
material points, already printed in the. _ 
compendiums that moral. academy ＋ 4 
which I was a member. 


As for the reaſons which moved: me tor 
publiſh this book, I ſhall only ſay, that 
as the corrupt practices which are the 

 fubjett of it. firſt ſet me upon examining _ 
into the principles of the church of Rome, 
and by that means of renouncing them 5 | 
fo. I thought that the making of them pub= | 
lick might happily produce Foe ſame effet 
it ſome ot bers. 1 I pt- 


OS T7 
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I p1p deſign on this occaſion to give a 
particular account of the motives of my 
' converſion. and leaving Spain; but I muſt 
leave that and ſome other things to a ſe- 
' cond part, which J intend to print if the 
publick thinks fit. to encourage me. 5 


4 I musrT beg the readers pardon for my 
' preſumption” in writing in bis own lan- 
| guage, on ſo ſhort an acquaintance as 1 
: bhave with it. I hope he will excuſe the 
' many miſtakes I may have committed in 
': the book, I ſhall be very well pleaſed to 
be told of, aud I ſball take the greater 
care to avoid them in the ſecond part. 


Fuft' Publ iſhed, 4 neu Edition of. 


N Account of the State of the Ro- 
XL nan Catholic Religion throughout the 
World: Written for the Uſe of Pope IN NO. 
ENT XI. by M. CE R RI, Secretary of the 


Congregation Ae propaganda Fide.. Nov firſt 


tranſlated from an Authentick 179410n MS. 
never publiſhed. - To which is added, A Di- 
ſcourſe concerning the State of Religion in 


England: Written in French, in the Time of 
King CRRARLE Ss I. and now firſt tran- 
ſlated. 8 1 = | 
With a large Dedication to the Pope; gi- 
ving him a very particular Account of t 

State of Religion amongſt Proteſtants, and of 
ſeveral other Matters of Importance rela- 


ting to Great-Britain. = Sir RICHARD 
6 4. | 


STEELE. Price 2.5, 
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Of the Roman-Catholicks auricular 
| _ confeſſion. 71 F 


5 URICULAR confeſſion being 


PF, 
— 


o 
4 
ih 


one of the five commandments 
of the Roman-Carholick church, 
and a condition neceſſarily re- 
auirred in one of their ſacraments z 
and being too an article that will contribute 
very much to the diſcovery of many other er- 
rors of that communion, it may be proper to 
make uſe of the naſter-ey, and. begin with 
it: And firſt of all with the father-confeſ- 


ſors, who are the only key-keepers of ic. 


= — 
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l |  "Trovecn a prieſt cannot be licenced by ⁵ 
| the canons of their church to hear men's con- 


. feſſions till he is thirty years, nor to confefss 
women till torty years of age, yet ordi- 
narily he gets a diſpenſation from the biſnop, 
to whom his probity, ſecrecy, and ſober con- 
verſation are repreſented, by one of the gu . 
ſan (a). examinators his friend, or by ſome 
_ perſon of intereſt with his lordſhip; and by 
that means he gets a confeſſor's licence, moit 
commonly $a 16 he gets his letters of orders, 
. viz. ſome at three and twenty, and ſome at 
tour and twenty years of age, not only for 
men, but for women's confeſſions alſo. I ſay, 
ſome at three and twenty; for the pope diſ- 
penſeth with, thirte&n months tot ole _ 
pay a*ſum of money; of which I Hall ſp 
1n another place. | | 
T o prieſts thus licenced; to be judges of- 
the tribunal of conſcience, men and women 
do diſcover their fins, their actions, their 
thoughts, nay their very dreams, if they hap- 
pen to be impure. I ſay, judges of the tribu- 
nal of conſcience; for when they are licenced, 
they ought to reſolve any caſe (let it be never 
ſo hard) propoſed by the penitent: And by 
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this means it muſt often happen, that a young 
man, who, perhaps, doth not xnow more than 
a few definitions (which he hath learned in a 
little manual of ſome caſuiſtical authors) "of 

; N ; # 5 . 2144 £3: ik” v 11 
what is fin, ſhall fit in ſuch a tribunal, to judge, 


N > : : 1 
2 . RN * * 4 
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f (a) Thoſe that Are appointed by the biſhop Foy =. Fi 4 
| mine thoſe that are to be ordained, or licenced to preach | 
and hear confeſſions, 

EE x Il 
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y in the moſt intricate caſes, the conſciences of 
= men, and of men too that may be his ma- 
's , mM ſters. . 2 W | „ 1 1 
I saw a reverend father (5), who had 
been eight and:twenty years profefſor of divi- 
- nity in one of the moſt conſiderable (c) uni- 
— vVverſities of Spain, and one of the moſt fa- 
e #F mous men for his learning, in that religion, 
y keel down before a young (4) Je of twen- 
L 3F# ty four years of age, and confeſs his fins to 


him. Who would not be ſurprized at them 
t both? A man fit to be the judge, to act the 
r part of a criminal before an ignorant judga, 
„ who, Lam ſure, could ſcarcely then tell th 
— titles of the. ſummæ moralbs. Zo £39: he 
t Nay, the Pope, notwithſtanding all his in- 
g fallibility, doth kneel down before his confeſ- 
for, tells him his fins, heareth his correction, 
and receives and PRI whatever penance 
1 he impoſerh upon him. This is the only dif- 
r FF ference between the pope's confeſſor, and the 
cConfeſſors of kings and other perſons, that all 
f confeſſors ſit down to hear king's and other 
rſons, but the Pope's confeſſor kneels down 
himſelf to hear the holy father. What, the 
holy one upon earth humble himſelf as a fin- 
ner! - Holineſs and fin in one and the ſame 
fſubject, is a plain contradiction in terms. ; 
: | A Pk phi Js 
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(5) Fr. James Garcia, 


— = 


1 

N (e) The univerſity of Zaragoza in the kingdom of 
7 Arragon in Spain, which according to their Hi- 
55 ſtorians, -was built by Sertorius. .. 
$ (aA) The thing happened to me when 1 was twenty 
2 four years of age, 00 en. 


1 1 * 


(e) in bis moral ſumm chaps XVIII. Of rhe . 
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Ix we ask the Roman-Catholicks, why ſo 
learned men, and the Pope do this. They will 


anſwer, that they do it out of reverence to ſuch 
a ſacrament, out of humility, - and to give a 


token and teſtimony of their hearty ſorrow for 


their fins. And as for the Pope, they ſay, he 
doth it to ſhew an example of his humility, as 
E SUS CHRIST did when he waſhed the 


4 poſtles feet. | 


I' Is anſwer is true, but they do not ſay 


> 


the whole truth in it; for, beſides the afore- 
ſaid reaſons, they have another, as Mol INA 


tells em (e, viz. that the ee ought. to 
e 


ſubmit entirely to his confeſſor's correction, 
advice, and penance ; and he excepts no body 
from this neceflary 1 of a true peni- 
tent. Who would not be ſurprized (I ſay a- 
gain) that a man of noted learning ſhould 
Fabmit himſelf to a young unexperienced 
prieſt, as to a judge of his conſcience, take 
his advice, and receive his correction and pe- 
WRA would a Roman - Catholic ſay, if 
he ſhould ſee one of our learned biſhops go 


10 the college, to conſult a young collegian in 


a nice point of divinity; nay, to take his ad- 
vice, and ſubmit to his opinion? Really th 

Romans would heartily laugh at him, — 
with a great deal of reaſon; nay would ſay, 


% 
* 


that his lordſhip was not right in his. ſenſes. 


What then can a proteſtant ſay of thoſe infa- 
mated learned men of the church of 3 
n 51 NES 587-408 When 


qulſites of a true tenitent. 


| hes they do more than what is here ſuppo- 
As for the Pope (I ſay) tis a damnable 
rte to compare him in this caſe wich our 
ſaviour ES US; for CHRIS knew not fin, 
but gave us an example of humility and pati- 
ence, obedience and poverty. He did wa 
the apoſtles feet; a eg ns cannot know 
| by the ſcripture, whether he did kneel down 
or not to waſh them: Suppoſing that he did, 
he did it only out of a true humility, and not 
to confeſs his ſins: But the Pope doth kneel 
down, not to 1 op an example of humility 
and patience, but really to confeſs his fins. : 
Not to give an example of obedience; for be- 
. ng ſupremns pontifex, he obeys no body, an 
afſfumes a command over ;the whole world; 
nor of poverty; for pope and neceſſity dwell 
far from one another. And if fome ignorant 
. Reman-Cathoiick ſhould ſay, that the Pope, 
as Pope, has no ſin; we may proye the con- 
trary with CIPRIANO DEV-ALERA(P) 
who gives an account of the baſtards of 
ſeveral Popes for many years pot The 
Pape'ꝰs baſtards, in Latiu, are called Nepotes. 
Now mind, o reader, this common ſaying in 
Latin among the Roman Cathelichs: Salen 
clerici filios ſuos vocare ſbrinos aut nepetes: 
That is, The prieſts uſe tacall their own ſons, 
ccujſius or nephezys. And when we give theſe 
inſtances to ſome of their learned men (as I 
did to one in London) They ſay: Augelorum 
eſt. peccare, hominumque fœuitene. i. e. It be- 
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belongs to angels to ſin, and to men to repent. 
By this they acknowledge, that the pope is a 
-finner, and nevertheleſs they call him His Ho- 
ine ſs, and the moſt holy father. 
Wo then would not be furpris'd to ſee the 
moſt holy, JESUSCHRIST's vicar on earth, and 
the infallible in whatever he ſays and doth, 
"ſubmit himſelf to confeſs his ſins to a man, 
and a man too that has no other power to cor- 
rect him, to adviſe and: impoſe a penance u 
on the moſt holy one, than what his holineſs 
has been pleaſed to grant him? Every body 
indeed, that has a grain of ſenſe of religion, 
and reflects ſeriouſly on it. 
Ic 0 Mx now to their auricular confeſſion, 
and of the ways and methods they practife 
andl obſerve in the confeſſing of their fins. 
There is among them two ranks of people, 
earned and uniearned. The learned 0 by | 
[theſe three general heads; thought, word, 
and dee, reducing unto them all ſorts of ſins. 
The unlearned [confeſs by the ten command- 
ments, diſcovering by them all the mortal 
fins, which they have committed ſince their 
laſt confeſſion. 1 ſay, mortal ſins; for as to 
their venial Sins, or ſins of a ſmall matter, 
the opinion of their caſuiltical authors (g) is, 
er a LO, ap 1 
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(g) Perez, Irribarren, and Salazar in his Com- 
pend. Moral. Secf. 12. de vitiis & peccatis, gives a 
catalogue ef the venial fins, and ſays among others, 
that to eat fleſh iu a day prohibited by the church, 
uur hout minding it, was ſo. To kill a man throwing 
A. ſtane through the.windaw, ar being drunk, ar- in. the 
firſt motion of paſſion, are venial ſius, & c. 


t 5 


To the diſcovery of the mortal. fins the father 
confeſſor doth very much he the penitent ; 
for he, ſometimes out of pure zealj but moſt 


n the confeſſors do more miſchief, 
t 


things, of which: they never had dreamed be- 


hey are waſhed away by the ſign of the croſs, = 
or by ſprinkling the face with:the holy water. 


commonly oùt of curioſity, asks them many 
queſtions, to know, whether they do remember 
all: their: fins. or not. By theſe and the: like 


an good, eſpecially:to_ the ignorant people, 
and young women; for, perhaps, they do not 
know what ſimple fornicatien is: What vo- 
1 ier Fullution: What im- 
pure deſire: What ſimfllmoticm of our hearts: 
What 1 reiucidence, or neiteration of 
ſins, and the like; and then by the confeſſors 
indi ſcreet queſtions, the penitents do learn 


fore ; and when they come to that tribunalwitngn 
a ſincere ignorant heart, to receive advice and 
inſtruction, they come home with light, know- 
ledge, and an dea of fins unknown to them 
r Tir | nnd wats 
Isar, that the confeſſors do afſkiqueſtions; 
moſt commonly out of curiofity,:though they: 
are warned by the caſuiftical authors, to be 
prudent, diſereet, 2 cautious in the 
queſtions they aſk, eſpecially if the penitent 
be a young woman, or an ignorant: For as 
PINE DA {ays (% It 45 betten to lei them go 
ignorant than imſtructed in new, fin Buti con- 
trary to this good maxim, they. Io indiſc 
creet in this-point, that-I-lawi theicity:of. 
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5 Liszon in PoxTvuG Ar, a girl of ten years of 
age coming from church, aſk her mother 
what deflowering was. For the father confeſ- 
ſor had aſk'd her, whether ſhe was deflow-wd 
or not, And the mother, more diſcreet than 
the confeflor, told the girl, that the meaning 
was, whether ſhe took delight in fmelling 
flowers or not; and ſo ſhe ſtopped herchild's 
curioſity.” But of this, and many other indiſ- 
| 2 I ſhall ſpeak more particularly by 
A . L 1 ; EE „„ : 

N $4 w obſerve, that as a' penitent cannot 
hide any thing from the ſpiritual judge, elſe 
he would make a e ; 10; 
I cannot hide any thing from the publick, 
which is to be my hearer, and the temporal: 
Jadge of my work, elſe I ſhould betray. my 
conſcience : Therefore, (to the ' beſt of my 
memory, and as one that expects to be called 
before the dreadful tribunal of Go p, on ac- 
count of what I do now write and ſay, if I do 
not ſay and write the truth from the bottom 

of my heart) I ſhall give a faithful, plain ac- 
count of the Rom AN s auricular confeſſion, 

and of the mgſt uſual queſtions and anſwers 

between the nfeſſors and penitents; and this 

I ſhalt do io plain a ſtyle, that every body 
may go 6 Wien me WUD 
Ax p firſt of all, it is very proper to give 
an account of what the penitents do, font 
thezimne they come into the church, till they 
begin eceonfeſſion. When the penitent 


of oſtris libera nos deus noſter: In nomine pa- 

er WM 2155, & filii, & ſpiritus ſancti. Amen. 4. e. Bày 
the ſign of the croſs, deliver us our Gen from 
d our enemies, in the name of the Father, and 


of the Son;' and of the Holy Ghoſt. Amen. 
Then the penitent goes on, and kneels down 


1 

5 before the great altar, where the great Hos T_ 

s yu. I ſhall ſpeak in anot e is 
ept in a neat, and rich tabernacle, with a braſs, 


or ſilver lamp hanging before it, and burning 


) 
4 continually: night and day. There he makes 
ot a prayer, firſt to the holy ſacrament of the 
ſe altar, (as they call it) after to the virgin MARx, 
ſo and to the titular ſaints of the church. Then 
Kk, he turns about upon his knees, and viſits five 
1 altars, or if there is but one altar in the church, 


five times that altar, and ſays before each of 


52 are 

4 them five times, Pater noſter, Sc. and five 
d times, Ave Maria, Oc. with Gloria Pa- 
0 TEN he riſeth and goes to the confeſ- 
= ſionary, i. e. the confeſſing place, where the 
* confeſſor fits in a chair like our hackney chairs, 


which is moſt commonly placed in ſome of 


4 the chappels, and in the darkeſt place of the 
. church. The chairs, generally ſpeaking, have 
1 an iron grate at each fide, but none at all be- 
5 fore; and ſome days of devotion, or on a 


reat feſtival, there is ſuch a croud of people 


the chair, one at each grate, and tother at 
the door, tho' only one confeſſeth at a time, 
whiſpering in the confeſſor's ear, that the o- 
ther ſhould not hear what he ſays; and when 
one has done, the other begins, and ſo on: 


But, 
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that you may ſee three penitents at once about 
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Eut moſt commonly, they confeſs at the door 
of the chair, one after another; for thus, the 
confeſſor has opportunity of knowing the pe- 
nitent: And tho' many gentlewomen, either 
out of baſhfulneſs, or ſhame, or modeſty, do 
endeavour to hide their faces with a fan, or 
veil, notwithitanding all this, they are known 
by the confeſſor, who, if curious, by crafty que- 
ſtions, brings them to tell him their names and 
Houſes, and this in the very act of confeſſion; 
or elſe he examines their faces, when the con- 
feſſion is over, whilſt the penitents are kiſſing 
his hand, or ſleeve; and if he cannot know 
them this way, he goes himſelf to give the 
facrament, and then every one, being obliged 
to ſhew his face, is known by the curious 
confeſſor, who doth this not without a pri- 
vate view and deſign, as will appear at the 
end of ſome pri vate confeſſions. 2347159 
TAE penitent then, kneeling, bows him- 
ſelf to the ground before the confeflor, and 
makes again the ſign of the croſs in the a- 
foreſaid form; and having in his hand the 
beads, or roſary of the virgin MAR u, begins 
the general confeſſion of ſins, which ſome ſay 
in latin, and ſome. in the vulgar tongue; 
therefore it ſeems proper to-give a copy of it 
both in tin and. g. 
_ (Conrecr Deo omuipotenti, beate Marra 
ſemper vitgint, beato Micn aEL: archangel, 
veata; Joann BAPTIS TE, [aactis. apcſtolis 
PE RO Pa uro, cwmibns ſauctis, & tibi, 
fater; quia peccaui nimis cogttatione,. verbo, 
& opere, ine culp, mea cilb, mea muxima 
culpa: Teo precer veatam MA RI AM ſeater 
2 5 d yginem, 


-Q N 


* 


OS. rn 


to YO ERTL. am 
virginem, beatum Mic HAERLEM archang elum, 
beatum JOANNEM BaPTISTAM, ſanttos apo- 


ſtolos PE TR v PA ur. uu, ones ſanctos, & 


ze, pater, orure jo me ad auminum deum no. 
ſt; Him. Amen. 

1 v o confeſs to Gon Almighty, to the bleſ 
ſed MAR x always a virgin; to the bleſſed 
archangel Mic HRE T, to the bleſſed Jonx 
Bar rIsTr, to the holy apoſtles PE TER and 
PAur, to all the ſaints, and to ther, o father, 
that I bave too much finned by thought, word, 
and deed, by my fault, by my fault, by my 
greateſt fault: I . beſeech the bleſ- 
ſed MR always a virgin, the bleſſed arch- 


. angel Mic hAEx, "alle bleſſed Joun BAPTISN, 


the holy a ſtles PETER and PA ur, all the 
ſaints, and thee, o father, to pray to Go 
our LoR D for me. Amen. ; £15; 
'T'-n 18. done, the penitent raiſes binnfelf 
1 his proſtration to his knees, and touch- 
rg is lips, either the ear, or the cheek 
e ſpiritual 1 begins to diſcover his 
* 7 * ten commandments : And here it 
may be neceſfary to give a tranſlation re dowry 
ten commandments word for word. 111 
F ttt; 0 1c e 919 but 
E H E ee 6 of: . law of Gop 
art ten: The three firſt do pertain to the 
honqnr of Gop ; and the ae ſeven to the 


Benefſt ef our neighbour. 4 to ane 9:7} 

craaciag 
The L. Thou Malt love Gin bevy all things. 
92 I. Thou ſhalt not ſw ear. 


III. Thou malt ſanctifie the _—_ days. 2 


* Fe - 4 


5 IV. Thou 


Tn AMuSrunkKkev 
| IV. Thou ſhalt honour father and mo- 
A8 F•Röœ 40 te aAALO} ln 
V. Thou ſhalt not kill. 
VI. Thou ſhalt not commit fornication. 
VII. Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 
210 VIII. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs, 


h3::5:93 $3 oi 
„h 125 Thou ſhalt not covet cy neighbours 
Ho wife. # z p £47 330 


* Thon wait not (covet! the | things 
aht ge . negn an other's. - mat 15 }; 


18 


Us H E 8 $ E bew ieee are com 15 d 
in two ; vis. to ſerve and love Gop, and 1 
neighbour as thy ſelf. Annen. 

No y not to forget any thing that mods 


Aru the public k, it is to the purpoſe to give 
an ee the little children's — : 


I mean of thoſe, that have not yet attained the 
ſeventh year of their age; for at ſeven they 

in, moſt commonly, to receive the ſagra- 
ment, and confeſs in private, wich all che for 
oy: paar their church. 10 

TRA RE is in every city in every ari 

in every town and village, Lee pariſh 3 
and there is but one difference among them, 
vis. that ſome preachers do preach every day 
in Lent, ſome three ſermons a week, ſome 
two, vie. on wenngſdays and ſundays, and 
ſome only on ſiun2ays,: = the holy days that 
happen to fall in Lent. The preacher of the 
..pariſh pitcheth upon one day of the week, 
moſt commonly in the middle of Lent, to 
hear the children's confeſſions; and gives no- 
tice to the congregation the ſunday before, that 
—_— 7 . 


Won. 
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very father of a family may ſend his children, 
both boys and girls, to church, on the day ap- 
pointed in the afternoon. The mothers dreſs _ 
their children the beſt they can that day, and 
give them the offering money for the expiation 
of their fins. That afternoon is a holy day in 
the pariſh, not by precept, but by cuſtom, for 


no pariſhioner, either old or young, man or 
8 woman, miſſeth to go and hear the children's 


confeſſions; for it is reckoned among them a 
greater diverſion than a comedy, as you may 
judge by the following account. 5 
F HE day appointed the children repair to 
church at three of the clock, where the prea- 
cher is waiting for them with a long reed in 
this hand; and when all are together, (ſome- 
times a hundred and fifty in number, and 
ſometimes leſs) the reverend father placeth 
hem in à circle round himſelf, and then 
kneeling down (the children alſo doing the 
ſame) makes the fign of the croſs, and ſays 
a ſhort prayer. This done, he exhorteth the 
children to hide no fin from him, but to tell 
him all they have committed. Then he ſtrikes 
with the reed the child whom he defigns to 
confeſs firſt, and asks him the following 


we 
- 


ms © - 
ww VWs 


7 queſtions. N | 
. Confeſſir. How long is it fince you laſt con- 
eſſed. ; Ha 


Boy. FATHER, a whole year, or. the 
Conf. A x D-how many fins have you com- 
mitted from that time till now ? "= 
Bey. T wo dozen. | 
lis Ss | 


1 © 0 


be 7 10 
Wo, 
2X 

_ 
2 
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No w the confeſſor asks round about. 
Cocf. AN D you? 
Boy. A thouſand and ten. 4 
ANOTHER will ſay a bag full of ſmall 
lies, and ten big ſins; and ſo one after ano- 
ther anſwers, and tells many childiſh things. i 
Conf. u rt pray, you fy, that you have 
committed ten big fins, tell me, how big? 
Boy. As big as a tree. 
Conf. Bu r tell me the fins. 
1 Boy. THERA Ek is one fin I committed, 
| 8 which I dare not tell your reverence before all 


CCcLSa OA F TY „** De — 


"16 the people; for ſome body here preſent will 

== kill me, if he heareth me. 1 

; Conf. WE LL, come out of the circle, and | 
tell it me. 5 


Puk uv both go out, and with a- loud 
voice he tells him, that ſuch a day he ſtole a 
neſt of ſparrows from a tree of another boy's, 
and that if he knew it, he would kill him. 
Then both come again into the circle, and the 
father asks other boys and girls ſo many ridi- 
culous queſtions, and the children anſwer him 


Ze. td Ws a4 ad tf hs > 


ſo many pleaſant, innocent things, that the 
congregation laughs all the while. One will 
ſay, that his ſins are red, another that one of 
his fins is white, one black, and one green; 
and in theſe trifling queſtions they ſpend two Wl 
hours time. When the congregation is weary 
of laughing, the confeſſor gives the children 
a correction, and bids them not to fin any} 
more, for a black boy takes along with him 
the wicked children: Then he asks the offer- 
ing, and after he has got all from them, gi ves 


DDD. ae 


_ 
„ hi 


——— 
— 


= 
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them the penance for their ſins. To one he 
ſays, I give you for penance, to eat a ſweet 
cake; to another, not to go to ſchool the day 
following; to another, to deſire his mother to 
buy him a new hat, and ſuch things as theſe; 
and pronouncing the words of abſolution, he 
diſmiſſeth the congregation with Amen, ſo be 
it, every year. 

THrxs E are the firſt foundations of the Ro- 
miſb religion for youth. Now, o reader, you may 
make reflections upon it, and the more you 
will reflect, ſo much the more you will hate 
the corruptions of that communion; and it 
vill evidently appear to you, that the ſerious 
religious inltrudk, 


jon of our church, as to the 
youth, is reaſonable, ſolid, and without re- 
&& proach. O that all proteſtants would remem- 
= the rules they learned from their teachers 
in their youth, and Vance, them while they 
„ live! Sure I am, they would be like angels 
m. on earth, and bleſſed for ever after death in 
he beaven. „„ 8 223 
ll F R o M ſeven to fifteen there is no extraor- 
m 8 dinary thing to ſay of young people, only that 
he from ſeven years of age they begin to confeſs 
in in pay and receive the ſacrament in pub- 
of lick. The confeſſors have very little trouble 
WF with ſuch young people, and likewiſe little 
vol 2 except with a Fuella, who ſometimes 
5 egins at twelve years the courſe of a lewd 
life, and then the confeſſor finds buſineſs and 
; enough, when ſhe comes to confeſs. Now 
come to give an account of ſeveral private 
. 8 confeſſions of both ſexes, beginning from peo- 
ple of fifteen years of age. The confeſſion is a 
5 1 -D.2 dialogue 


wy 


nons in a way of dialogue. The letter C ſig- 


The firft confeſſion is of 4 young Woman in 


Cinſeſſr. H OW long is it ſince you laſt con- | 


* ments of our holy mother the church ? 


ments. : 


ther the church are ſeven, I. Baptiſm. 
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dialogue between the ſpiritual father and the 
penitent; therefore I ſhall deliver the confeſ- 


nifies Confeſſor, and ſeveral other letters, the 
Lames of the penitent. | = 


Zaragoza, whom I ſball call MA R V. And 
this IJ ſet doum chiefly to ſhew the common 
Form of their confeſſins fenitents : Te 
thing was nct puvilick, and therefore I give 
it under a ſuppoſes name. Hrs 


a , a a© 


felled ? > 
Mary. I r is two years and two months; 
Conf. PR av, do you know the command- } 


Mary. X k A, father. _ . 

Conf. RHE AR SE them. 70 

Mary. TH x commandments of our holy | 
mother the church are five. I. To hear maſs 
on ſundays and Holy-days. II. To confeſs at | 
leaſt once in a year, and oftner if there be dan- 
ger of death. III. To receive the euchariſt. 
IV. To faſt, V. To pay tithes and primi- 
724 . . | x | 5 5 
- Conf. Now rehearſe the ſeven ſacra- 


Mary. T n E ſacraments of our holy mo- 


II. Con- ; 


* Primitia is to pay, beſides the tenth, one thirti- 
erh part of the fruits of the earth, towards. the re- 


- 


pair of the church-veftments, &Cc. 
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he II. Confirmation. III. Penance. IV. The 
el lord's ſupper. V. Extream unction. VI. Ho- 
g- ly orders. VII. Matrimony. Amen. 

he WM Conf. You ſee in the ſecond command- 


ment of the church, and in the third amon 
the ſacraments, that you are obliged to confeſs 
| every year. Why, then, have you neglected 
ſo much longer a time to fulfil the precept of 
our holy mother? 85 
Mary. As J am young, and a great ſinner, 
I was aſhamed, reverend father, to confelp 
my fins to the prieſt of our pariſh, for fear he 
ſhould know me by ſome. pailages of my life, 
which would be prejudicial to me, and to ſe- 
veral other perſons related to my family. *-* 
Conf. Bur you know that it is the indiſpen- 
W fable duty of the miniſter of the pariſh, to ex- 
ſe in the church, after Eaſter, all thoſe that 
3 not confeſs'd, nor received the ſacrament 


before that time. | 


3 Mary. I Do know it very well; but I went 
5 WF out of the city. towards the middle of Lent, 
at and I did not come back again till after Eaſter; 
and when I was ask'd in the country, whether 
t. 1 had confeſſed that Lent or not, I ſaid, that 
l had done it in the city: And when the mi- 


nifter of the pariſh did ask me the ſame 
queſtion, I told him that I had done it in the 
country: So with this lie I freed my ſelf from 
the publick cenſure of the church. | - 
"Conf. AN v did you perform the laſt pe- 
nance impoſed upon you ? . 
Mary. Y x a, father, but not with that ex- 
actneſs I was commanded. 1 
Conf. Wu a r was the penance? ' 
T7 | _ Mary. 


i? A MASsTER- KEN ä 
Mary. To faſt three days upon bread and 
water, and to give ten reals of plate (i), to 
ſay five maſſes for the fouls in purgatory. 1 


did perform. the firſt part, but not the ſecond, || 


becauſe I could not get money for it, unknown 
to my parents, at that time. 
Caf D 


Do you promiſe me to perform it as 


ſoon as you can? 


Mary. I n av x the money here, which I 


Will leave with you, and you may ſay, or or- 
der another prieſt to ſay the maſſe. 
Conf. V = & x well: But tell me now, 

what reaſon have you to come to confeſs out 

of the time appointed by the church ? Is it for 
devotion to quiet your conſcience, and meer- 

ly to make your peace with Gos almighty, 
or for ſame worldly end? \ 
Mary. Goo p father, -pity my condition, 


and JAY put me in the right way of ſalyation, 
for I am 


ready to deſpair of Gn mercy, 
if you do not quiet and eaſe my troubled con- 
ſcience. Now I will anſwer to your queſtion: 
The reaſon is becauſe a gentleman, who un- 
der iſe of marriage has kept me theſe 
two laſt years, is dead two months ago; and 


I have reſolved in my heart, to retire my ſelf 


into a monaſtery, and to end there my days, 
erving Go p and his holy mother the virgin 
Many. FI itn te Bar 2: watt 
Conf. Do not take any reſolution precipi- 


tately, for, may be, if your paſſion grows 


cool, you'll alter your mind; and 1 n 


e 


| (7) A real of plare is abous ſeven pence of our maney 


in Ireland. 
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tance is not fincere, and that you come to eee 
feſs out of ſorrow for the gentleman's death, 
more than out of ſorrow for our fins ; and if 


it be ſo, I adviſe you to take more time to 


conſider the ſtate of your confcience, and to 
come to me a tortnight hence, 


Mary. M father, all the world ſhall not 


alter my mind, and the daily remorſe of my 
conſcience brings me to your feet, with a full 
reſolution to confefs all my ſins in order to ob- 


tain abſolution, and to live a new life hereaf- 


Con. I r it is ſo, let us in the name of Gop 


begin the confeſſion, and I require of you, not 
to forget any circumſtance of ſin, which may 
— ibute to eaſe your conſcience. And above 
all, I deſire of you to lay afide ſhame white 
you confeſs your fins ; for, ſuppoſe that your 
fins exceed the number of ſtars, or the num- 
ber of the ſands of the ſea, Go »'s mercy is 


infinite, and accepts of the true penitent 
heart, for he wills not the death of a finner, 
but that h-ſhonld' repent and turn to him. 


Mary. I v o defign'to open freely my heart 
to you, nd to follow your advice, as to the 
ſpiritual courſe of my life. 


Conf. BE 6 1 x then by the firſt command- 


ment. | 2 
Mary. I Do confeſs in this commandment, 
that I have not loved G o Þ above all things; 


* 


forall oy care theſe two years paſt, has been 
e 


to pleaſe don Fxaancisco in whatever 
thing he · did deſire me: And to the beſt of 


my memory I did not think of Gov; 


5 @ 


4 
: 
8 
: 


- 
+ - 
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his mother MA R v , for many months toge- 


rr ens, 
Con. Have you conſtantly frequented 
the aſſemblies of the faithful, and heard maſs 
on ſundays and holy days? of KEN 
Mary. N o, father : Sometimes I have been 
four months without going to church. 5 
Conf; You have done a great injury to 


your ſoul, and you have given great ſcandal to 


your neighbours. 


Alery. As forthe frſt, I own it; as for 
the ſecond, I have avoided it; for every ſun- 
day and holy day, I went out in the morning; 


and in ſo populoe a City, they could not know 


the church I might reſort to. 1 _ 
Conf. D 1 p it come into your mind all this 


| while, that G o D would puniſh you for your 


| of CCC 
Mary. L x a, father: But the virgin M A- 
R is my advocate, I keep her image by my 
bed-fide, and uſe to addreſs my prayer to her 


— every night before I go to bed, and I had al- 
| * great hope in her. 7 FF 


onf. I x your devotion to the virgin M A- 
R Y is ſo fervent: you mult believe, that your 
heart is moved to repentance by her influ- 


ence and mediation ;_ and I charge you tocon- 


tinue the ſame devotion while you live, and 
fear nothing afterwards. — 7 
Mary. T a ar is my deſign. 


Cen. Go on. 


Mary. The ſecond commandment is: TH 
falt not crear. I never was guilty of ſwear- be 
ing, but. I have a cuſtom of ſaying, Such 4 

thirg is ſo, as ſure as there is a GO O in hea- 


ven: 


a. 


8 
4 
j 
* 
5 
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ven: And this I repeat very often every 
day. % 94S 

Confeſ, Tr ar is a finful cuſtom, for we 


may not ſwear, nor affirm a thing by heaven, 


or earth, as the ſcripture tells us; and leſs 
by him, who has the throne of his habitation 
in heaven: So you mutt break off that cu- 
ſtom, or elſe you commit a ſin every time you 
make ule of it. Go n. 

Mary. T iE third is; Thou ſpalt ſunctiſy 
the holy days. I have told you already, my 
ſpiritual father? that I have neglected ſome 
time to go to maſs four months together; and, 


to the beſt of my memory, in theſe two years 


and two months, I have miſſed ſixty ſimdaays 
and holy days going to maſs ; and when I did 
go, my mind was ſo much taken up with other 
diverſions, that I did not mind the requiſite 
devotion, for which I am heartily ſorry. 
Confef. Ino k, you will pot do ſo for 
the future; and ſo go n. 
Mary. 'T n E fourth is; T hou ſbalt honour 
father ana mother. Þ have father and mother; 
as to my father, I do love, honour and fear 
him: as to my mother, I do conteſs, that I 
have anſwer'd and acted contrary to the duty, 
reſpect and reverence due to her; for her 
pong and watching my actions and falſe 
ſteps, an giving me a chriſtian correction, I 
have abuſed her, nay, ſometimes, I have lift d 
up my hand to threaten her; and theſe pro- 
ceedings of mine towards my good mother 
torture now my heart. 1 
Confeſ: I a M glad to obſerve you grief, 
and you may be fure, 1 will forgive you | 
£ p "> thele 
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theſe and other fins upon your hearty repen- 
tance, if you perſevere in it. Go on. 


Mary. T u E fifth is: Thou ſbalt not kill. 


I have not tranſgreſſed this commandment | 


effectively and immediately, but I have done 


it affectively and mediately, and at ſecond- 
hand ; for a gentlewoman, who was a great 
hindrance to my bufineſs, once provok'd me | 
to ſuch a pitch, that I put in execution all | 

the means of revenge I could think of, and | 
gave ten piſtoles to an aſſaſſine to take away | 


er: Re. 70 
. Confeſ. Ax p did he kill her? 
Mary. N o, father, for ſhe kept her Houſe 
for three months, and in that time we were 
reconciled, and now we are very good friends. 
Confeſ. NA E you aſk'd her pardon, and 
told her your defign? _—- 21 85 
Mary. I Þ 1D not tell her in expreſs terms, 


but I told her that I had an ill will to her, | 


and that at that time, I could have kill'd her, 
had I got an opportunity for it: For which J 
heartily begg'd her pardon ; ſhe did forgive 
me, and ſo we live ever ſince like twp liſters. 


 Confeſ. Go on. 


Mary. T a E fixth. T hou ſhalt not commit 5 


ſornication. In the firſt place, I do confeſs that 
J have unlawfully converſed with the ſaid 
Don FR AN CIS co for two years, and this 


unlawful commerce has made me fall into | 
many other fins. 


Confeſ. D1 » he promiſe ſolemnly to mar- 


Þ Aar. HE did, but could not perform it, 
- Fhile his father was alive. . 


2j dd hk one Gr PI CI REL II TR, PI CE OE I TEE Oe ET ß 8 


Crafeſ.| 


\Conſeſ."T2.1, 1, me; fromthe beginning to 


the day of his death, and to the belt of your 
memory, your ſinful thoughts, words, actions, 
W nay, your very dreams about this matter. 


Mary. FA THE R, the gentleman was our 


neighbour, of a good family and fortune, and 


by means of the neighbourly friendſhip of our 
parents, we had the opportunity to talk with 


| one another as often as we pleaſed. For two 
ears together we loved one another with in- 
WW nocence ; but at laſt he diſcover'd to me one 
day, when our parents were abroad, the goes - 
me 


inclination he had for me; he to 
that his deſign was to marry me, as ſoon as 
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his father ſhould die, and that he was willing 


to give me all the proofs of ſincerity and un- 

feigned love, I could deſire from him. To this 
I anſwer'd, that if it was ſo, I was ready to 

promiſe, never to marry another during his 
life: At this, he took a crucifix in his hands, 
and bowing down before an image of the vir- 
gin Max x, called the four elements to be 
witneſſes of the ſincerity of his vows, nay, all 
the ſaints of the heavenly court, to appear a- 
gainſt him in the day of judgment, if he was 
not true in his heart and words; and ſaid, 
that by the crucifix in his hands, and by the 


image of the virgin Mary, there preſent, he 


did promiſe and ſwear never to marry another 
during my life. I anſwer'd him in the ſame 
manner; and ever ſince, we have liv'd with 
the familiarities of husband and wife. The ef- 


fect of this reciprocal promiſe was the ruin 


of my ſoul, and the beginning of my ſinful life 3. 


10 
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for ever ſince, I minded nothing elſe but to 


pleaſe him and my ſelf, when I had oppor- 
t | E274 


unity for it. | 54d e 
Confeſ. HN o w often did he viſit you? 
Mary. T H E firſt year he came to my room 


every night, after both families were gone to | 
ö bed; 7 5 * f 


r in the vault of his houſe, which 
joins to ours, we dug one night through the 
earth, and made a paſſage wide enough for 


the purpoſe, which we cover d on each fide || 


with a large earthen water-jarr ; and by that 
means he came to me every night. But my 
grief is double, when J confider, that en- 
aging my own maid into this intrigue, I 
ve been the occaſion of her ruin too ; for by 
my ill 8 ſhe lived in the ſame way 
with the gentleman's ſervant, and I own, that 
I have been the occaſion of all her ſins. 
Confeſ. AN D the ſecond year did he viſit 


you ſo often? 5 


Mary. No, father; for the breach in the q 


vault was diſcover'd by his father, and was 
ped immediately; but no body ſuſpected 
any thing of our intimacy, except my mother, 
who from ſomething ſhe had obſerved, be- 
gan to queſtion me, and afterwards became 
more ſuſpicious and watchful. 
Confeſ. D 1 p any effect of theſe viſits come 
to light ? | r 
Mary. Ir would, had I not been ſo bar- 
barous and inhumane to prevent it, by a re- 
medy I took, which anſwered my purpoſe. 


* 


Confeſ. AN D how could you pet the re- 


medy, there being a rigorous law againſt it? 
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Mary. T n E ay it brought me in- 
or 


to'a yet wickeder life; for I was acquainted 
with a fryar, a couſin of mine, who had always 
expreſſed a great eſteem for me; but one 
day after dinner, being alone, he began to 


make love to me, and was going to take 
greater liberties than ever he 


| ae had done be- 
fore : I told him, that if he could keep a 
ſecret, and do me a ſervice, I would comply 
with his defire. He did promiſe me to do 
it upon the word of of py Then ] told him 
my bufineſs, and the day after he brought me 
the neceflary medicine; and ever ſince being 
freed from that uneaſineſs, I have lived the 
fame courſe of life with my couſin ; nay, as I 
was under ſuch an obligation to him, I have 
ever ſince been obliged to allow him many o- 
ther liberties in my houſe. 


Confeſ. Ax x thoſe other liberties he took 


in your houſe ſinful, or not? 


Mary. TE liberties that I mean are, 


that he deſired me likewiſe to gratify his com- 
panion ſeveral times, and to conſent that my 
maid ſhould ſati fy his luſt; and not only this, 
but, by defiring me to corrupt one of my 
friends, he has ruined her ſoul ; for the being 
in the ſame condition I had been in before, I 
was obliged, out of fear, to furniſh- her with 
the ſame remedy, which produced the ſame 
effect. Befides theſe wicked actions, I have 
robbed my parents to ſupply him with what- 
ever _— nne. 
Confeſ, Bu r as to Don FRAncisco, 
pray tell me, how often did he viſit you ſince ? 
Mary. Tn x ſecond year he could not ſee 
| „ me 


cy 
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me in private but very ſeldom, and in a ſa” 
.cred place; for having no opportunity at 
home, nor abroad, I uled to go to a-little 
chappel out of the town ; and having gained Þ 
the hermit with money, we continued our | 
commerce that way, for fix or eight times | 
the ſecond year. F f 

Confeſ. You ſins are aggravated, both 
by the circumſtance of the ſacred place, and | 
by your couſin's being a prieſt, beſides the two 
murthers committed by you, one in your ſelf, | 
and the-other in your friend. Now go on, it | 
you have any more to ſay upon this ſubject. 
Mary. IHA E nothing elle to ſay, as ly 

1 


* 


this commandment, but that I am heart 
ſorry for all theſe my miſdoings. 
onfeſ. Goon. 

Mary. T n x ſeventh : T hou: ſhalt not ſteal. 
] have nothing to confeſs in this command- 
ment, but what I have told you already, 7. e. 
that I have ſtolen many things from my fa- 
ther's houſe, to ſatisfy my couſin's thirſt of 


money; and that I have adviſed my friend | 


to do the ſame ; tho' this was done by me 
2 for fe..r that he ſhould expoſe us, if we 
had not given him what he did deſire. 
Conſeſ. AN p do you deſign to continue the 
ſame life with your couſin for fear of being 
diſcovered 2 | © ISA | 
Mary. N o, father; for he is ſent to an- 
other convent to be profeſſor of divinity tor 
three years, and if he comes back again, he 
ſhall find me in the monaſtery ; and then! 
ſhall be ſafe, and free from his wicked at- 


tempts. | 
5 Cone. 


to Y 27 
Confeſ. How long is it fince he went 
away? „ 

Mary. THREE months, and his compa- 
nion is dead; ſo, Go p be thanked, I am 
without any apprehenſion or fear now, and L 
hope to ſee my good deſign accompliſned. 

Confeſ. Go on. | | 

Mary. Ta E eighth is: Thou foalt not 
bear falſe witneſs, nor lie. The ninth : T hots 
halt net covet thy neighbour's wife, The tenth : 
Thou fſoctt not cover the things «hich are an- 
other s. I know nothing in theſe three com- 
mandments, that trouble my conſcience : 
Therefore I conclude by confeſſing in general 
and particular all the fins of my whole life 
committed by zhcng ht, word and deed, and I 


am heartily ſorry for them all, and aſk Go p's 


pardon, and your advice, penance and abſo- 
Jution. Amen. | | | 
Confeſ. HA v E you tranſgreſſed the fourth. 
commandment of the church ? . 3 
Mary. J E a, father; for I did not faſt as 
it preſcribes, for though I did abſtain from 
fleſh, yet I did not keep the form of faſting. 
theſe two years paſt; but I have done it ſince 
the gentleman's death. „ 
Cufeſ. H a vx you this year taken the bull 
of indulgences? et an feed 
Mary. Y k A, father. 1 
Cafe Have you viſited five altars, the 
days appointed by his holineſs to take a ſoul 
out of purgatory ? Y 49855 
 Mary.. I did not for ſeveral days. 2 
Conſe Do you promiſe me, as & miniſter 
of God, and as if you were now before the tri- 
Wy”. =» bunal 
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bunal of the dreadful judge, to amend your 
life, and to avoid all the occaſions of falling 
into the ſame, or other ſins, and to frequent 
for the future this ſacrament, and the others, 
and to obey the commandments of Go p, as 
things abſolutely neceſſary to the ſalvation of 
your ſoul? | 5 EN 
Mary. Tra rm is my deſign with the help 
of Go p, and of the bleſſed virgin Many | 
im whom I put my whole truſt and confi- 
aence. ue 
Conſeſ. Your contrition muſt be the founda- 
tion of your new lite, for if you fall into other 
fins after this fignal benefit you have received 
from G on, and his bleſſed Mother, of cal- 
ling you to repentance, it will be a hard thing 
for you to obtain pardon: and forgiveneſs. You 
ſee Go p has taken away all the obſtacles of 
our true repentance 5: pray, aſk continually 
is grace, that you may make good uſe of 
bels heavenly 95 But you ought to con- 
ſider, that though you ſhall be freed by my 
abſolution, from the eternal pains your ma- 
 nifold fins deſerve, you ſhall not be free from 
the ſufferings of purgatory, "where your ſoul 
muſt be purified by fire, if you in this preſent 
life do not take care to redeem your foul from 
that terrible lame, by ordering ſome. maſſes 
for the relief of the ſouls in purgatory. 
Mary. I DESL VN to do it, as far as it lies 


* 
— 4 


in my power. | 5 

Confeſ. Now to ſhew your obedience to 
Gov, and to our mother the church, you 
muſt perform the following penance ; thu 
mult faſt every ſecond day, to mortify your 


1 4 
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luſts and ons, and this far the ſpace of 
two months. You muſt viſit five altars every 
ſecond day, and one privileged altar, and ſay 
in each of them five times, Pater noſter, E5c. 
and five times, Ave Maria, c. You muſt 
ſay alſo every day, for two months time, three 
and thirty times the creed, in honour and me- 
mory of the three and thirty years that our 
SAVIOUR did live upon earth; and you 
muſt confeſs once a-week ; that by the con- 
tinuance of theſe ſpiritual exerciſes, your ſoul 
may be preſerved from ſeveral temptations, 
and may be happy for ever | Re fo 
Mary. I wiLL do all this with the help 
of Gor. | EH” 
Confeſ. SA x the act of contrition, while I 
abſolve you. | : 
| Mary. O Gov, my Gov, I have finned 
againſt thee, I am heartily ſorry, Sc. 

Ceufeſ. Our LoR D J=«svs CHRISVHH abſolve 
thee, and by the authority given, I abſalve 
thee, Cc. Amen. | 1 


he ſecond. A private confeſſion of 4 woman 
7 0 ſ fryer of the we iſdion of laid 4own. 
in writing before the moral academy, 1710 3 
And the opinions of the members about it. 
T he perſon was not known, therefore I ſhall 


call her LEONORE, 


| Lzonorsx did confeſy to F. Jos EY 


RIA the following miſfdoings. 


Zeonore. M Y reverend father, I come to this. | 
lt 2 place to make a general con- 
feſſion of all the fins I have committed in, 2 0 
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whole courſe of my life, or of all thoſe I can 
remember. | 4 
Confeſ. H o long have you been in pre- 
paring your ſelf for this general confeſſion ? 
. os To 
Confeſ. E16nmT days are not enough to 
recolle& your ſelf, and bring into your me- 
mory all the fins of your life. _ 
Lecn. FATHE R, have patience till you 
hear me, and then you may judge, whether 
my confeſſion be perfect, or imperfect. 
Conſeſ. AN p how long is it fince you con- 
| feſs'd the laſtltime? 2 . 
Leo. T N k laſt time I confefs'd, was the 
ſumday before eaſter, which is eleven months 
and twenty days. c 
Confeſ. D 1 D you accompliſh the penance 
then impos'd upon you? Cu 
Leon. I E A, father. 7 „ 
Confeſ. Bx 6 1 then your confeſſion. 
Tecn. IRA E neglected my duty towards 
Gov, by whoſe holy name f have many 
times ſworn. I have not ſanctified his holy- 
days as I was oblig'd by his law, nor honour'd 
my parents and ſuperiors. I have many and 
many times defired the death of my neigh- 
bours, when I was in a paſſion. I have been 
deeply engaged in amorous intrigues with 
many people of all ranks, but theſe two years 
| paſt moſt conſtantly with Don PE DRO H A- 
s T 4, who is the only ſupport of my life. 
Confeſ. Now I find out the reaſon wh 
you have ſo long neglected to come to cones 
and I do expect that you will tell me all the 
circumftances of your life, that I may judge the 
preſent ſtate of your conſcience. Leon. 


. 


* 


V 
Leon. FATHER; as for the fins of my 


youth till I was ſixteen years of age, they are 
of no great conſequence, and I hope, Go 


$ Any will pardon me. Now my general 


confeſſion begins from that time, when J fell 
into the firſt fin, which was in the following 
manner. | 

T n x confeſſor of our family was a fran- 
ciſcan friar, who was abſolute maſter in our 
houſe ; for 75 father and mother were entirely 
governed by him. It was about that time of 
my life I loſt my mother; and a month after 
her my father dy'd, leaving all his ſubſtance 
to the father confeſſor to diſpoſe of at his own 
fancy, reſerving only a certain part which I 
was to have to ſettle me in the world, con- 
ditionally that I was obedient to him. A 
month after my father's death, on pretence of 
taking care of every thing that was in the 
houſe, he order'd a bed for himſelf in the 
chamber next to mine, where my maid alſo 
uſed to lie. After ſupper, the firit night he 
came home, he addreſs'd himſelf thus to me: 


My daughter, you may with reaſon call me 


your father, for jou are the only child your 
father left under my care. Your patrimony is 
in my hands, and you ought to obey me blind- 
ly in m_ thing: So in the firſt place, order 
your maid's bed to be removed out of your 
own-chamber into another. Which being - 
done accordingly, we parted and went each 
one to our own room ; but an hour was, 
ſcarcely paſt away, when the father came in- 
to my chamber, and what by flattery and 
promiſes, and what by threatnings, he de- 
1 TEE prived 
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deprived me of the beſt patrimony, my in- 
nocence. We continued this courſe of lite till, 
as I believe, he was tired of me; for, two 
months after, he took every thing out of the 
houſe, and went to his convent, where he 
died in ten days time ; and by his death, I 
| Joſt the patrimony left me by my father, and 
with it all my ſupports ; and as my parents 
had ſpared nothing in my education, and I 
had always been kept in the greateit affluence 
of every thing, you may judge how I was at- 
fected by the miſerable circumſtances I was 
then lefr in, with ſervants to maintain, and 
nothing in the world to ſupply even the ne- 


ceflary expences of my houſe. This. made 


me the more ready to accept of the firſt offer 
ſhould be made me, and my condition being 
known to an officer of the army, he came to 
offer me his humble ſervices. I comply'd with 
his defire, and ſo for two years we lived toge- 
ther, till at laſt he was obliged to repair to his 
regiment then quarter'd in Catalonia ; and 
tho' he left me appointments, more than ſuf- 
ficient for my ſubſiſtance, during his abſence ; 
et all our correſpondence was ſoon broken off 
y his death, which _ 'd ſoon after. Then, 
reſolving to alter my ie and converſation, I 
went to confeſs, and after having given an ac- 
count to my confeſſor of my life, he, aſking 
my name, did promiſe to come next day to 
fee me, and to put me into a comfortable and 
creditable way of living. I V as very glad to get 
ſuch a patron, and ſo the next day f did wait 
at home for him. The father came, and, after 
various diſcourfes, he took me by the hand 
2 ” > into 
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into my chamber, and told me, that if I was 
willing to put in his hands my jewels, and 
what other things of value I had got from 
the officer, he would engage to get a gentle- 
man ſuitable to my condition to marry me. 


did every thing as he deſired me, and ſo ta- 


+ king along with him all I had in the world, 


he carried them to his cell. The next day he 


came to ſee me, and made me another propo- 


ſal very different from that I expected; for he 
told me, that I muſt comply with his defire, 
or elſe he would expoſe me, and inform a- 
gainſt me before the holy tribunal of the in- 
* ; ſo, rather than incur that danger, I 

id, for the ſpace of fix months ; in which, 
having nothing to live upon, (for he * my 
jewels) I was obliged to abandon my ſelf to 
many other gentlemen, by whom I was main- 


4 
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A x length he left me, and I fill continued 
my wicked life, unlawfully converſing with. _ 
married and unmarried gentlemen a whole. 
year, and not daring to confeſs for fear of ſind - 
ing the ſame ſucceſs in another confeſſor. 
Conf. Bur how, all that while, could you 
omit the fulfilling the precept of the church, 
and not be expoſed in he church after Eaſter 7 
Leon. I WEN x to an old eaſy father, and 
promis'd bim a piſtole for a certificate of con- 
feſſion, which he gave me without inquiring 
into the matter; and I did ſatisfy the cu- 
rate of the pariſh with that. But laſt year I 
went to confeſs, and the confeſſor was very 
ſtrict, and would not give me abſolution, be- 


cauſe I was an habitual ſinner; but J gave 


G him 


WE 
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him five piſtoles for ten maſſes, and then he 


told me, that a confeflor's duty was to take 


care of the ſouls in purgatory, and that upon 


their account, he could not refuſe me abſolu- 


tion; ſo by that way I eſcaped the cenſure of 
the church. ö 


Con. How long is it ſince you broke off 


your ſinful life? 
- Leon. Bu T ſix weeks. 
Conf. I cAnNnorT abſolve you now-; but 
come again next T hurſagy, and I ill conſult 
upon all the circumſtances of your life, and 
then I will abſolve you. 

Leon. FATHER, I have more to ſay: 
For I ſtole from the church a chalice, by the 
advice of the {aid confeſſor, and he made uſe 


Himſelf of the money I got tor the filver, 


which I cut in pieces; and I did converſe un- 


lawfully ſeveral times in the church with him. 
To this I muſt add an infinite number of fins - 
by Thought, Word and Deed J have commit- 


ed in this time, eſpecially with the laſt perſon 
of my acquaintance, though at preſent I am 


free from him. | | 
Conf. P k A v give me leave to conſult up- 


on all theſe * I will reſolve them to 


you the next confeſſion: Now go in peace. 
E firſt point to be reſolved was, whether 
- LEONOR E could ſue the franciſcan 
convent for the patrimony left by her father in 
the confeſſor's hands? | 
Tx x preſident went through all the rea- 
ſons, ' pro and con, and after reſolved; that 
tho' the ſaid L E O NOR E never was diſo- 


bedient 


0 nd vo n 
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bedient to her confeſſor, ſhe could not ſue the 
community without the leflening of her own 
reputation, and laying upon the order ſo black 

a crime as that of her confeſſor; and that it 

was the common maxim of all caſuiſts, that, 

In rebus dubiis, minimum eſt ſequendum; and 

| ſeeing the loſing of her patrimony would be 

W leſs damage than the expoſing = the whole 
franciſcan order, and her own reputation, it 

did ſeem proper to leave the thing as it was. 

T nx ſecond point to be reſolved. was, whe- 

ther LE ONO RE was in F#roxi24 occaſione 
feccati with ſuch a confeflor, the two firſt 
months? . : | 

81x members of the academy did think 

that ſhe was; for immediate occaſion of fin 
5 ſignifies, that the perſon may ſatisfy his paſſi- 
ons toties quories without any impediment, 
x which LEON O RE could do all that while. 
But the other members of the academy did 
- object againſt it, that the nature of occaſio 
| Proxima, beſides the ſaid reaſon, implies 
freedom and liberty, which LE on OR E did 
want at that time, being ſhe was young, un- 

- experienced, timorous, and under the con- 
) fellors care and power; ſo it was reſolved, 
that ſhe was not the firſt two months in #rox- 

ima eccaſicne peccati. | 5 

r TR E third point: Whether ſhe committed 


1 greater fin with the ſecond confeflor who 
1 threatened her with the inquiſition. And, 

whether ſhe was obliged to undergo all the 
5 hardſhips, nay death itſelf rather than com- 
t ply with the confeſſor's deſire. 
** Iz 
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I x was reſolved, nemine ccutradicente, that 


ine was obliged for ſelf preſervation's ſake, to 


comply with the fryer's defire, and therefore 
her fin was leſs than other fins. 3 

TR x fourth, whether ſhe was obliged to 
make reſtitution of the chalice, ſhe ſtole out 
of the church by the advice of the confeſſor. 
Tu x members could not agree in the de- 
cifion of this point; for ſome were of opini- 
on, that both ſhe and the Fryer were obliged 
to make reſtitution, grounded in the moral . 
maxim, Facientes & conſentientes eadem pena 
puniuntur. Others ſaid, that LE ON O RE 
was only an inſtrument of theft, and that the 
fryer did put her in the way of doing what 
the had done but for Rar of him, and 
that ſhe was forced to do it; therefore that 
ſhe had not committed facrilege, nay nor ve- 
nial fin by it; and that the fryer only was 
guilty of ſacrilege and robbery, and obliged 
to make reſtitution. Upon this diviſion, the 
teverend Mr. AN T. PAL O M o, then pro- 
feſſor of philoſophy, was appointed to lay the 
caſe before the members of the great acade- 
my, with this limitation, that he ſhould not 
mention any thing of the fryer in it ; except 
the members of the academy ſhould ask him 

the aggravating circumſtances in the caſe. 

H E did it accordingly, and being ask'd by 
the preſident about the circumſtances, it was 
reſolved, that LEON OR E was free from re- 
ſtitution, taking a bull of pardons. And as 
for the fryar, by his belonging to the commu- 
nity, and having nothing of his own, and 
obliged to leave at his death every thing to the 


convent 
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convent, he mult be excuied from making 
ſuch reſtitution, E9c. ; EG 

TE fifth point: Whether the church was 
deſecrated by their unlawtul commerce : And, 
whether the confeflor was obliged. to reveal 
the nature of the thing to the biſhop, or not. 

As to the firſt part, all did agree that the 
church was polluted. As to the ſecond, four 
were of opinion, that the thing was to be re- 
veal'd to the biſhop in general terms: But 
fixteen did ww; op againſt it, and ſaid, that 
the dominical, aſperges me e mun- 
aabor, &c. when the prieſt with holy water 
and hyſop ſprinkles the church, was enough, 
to reſtore and puely the church. 1 

Ar Tx & which, the preſident moved ano- 
ther queſtion, viz. Whether this private con- 
feſſion was to be entered in the academy 's 
book, ad perpetuam rei memoriam. And it 
was agreed to enter the caſes and reſolutions, 
mentioning nothing concerning the confeſſors, 
nor their orders. Item, it was reſolved, that 
the proponent could ſafely; in conſcience ab- 
ſolve LEON om = the next confeſſion, if ſh 

had the bull of indulgences; and promiſ d 
to be zealous in the correction and penance, 
which he was to 4 7 her, Sc. And accord- 
ingly he did, and LEON OR E was abſolved. 
3. The private confeſſion of a woman of 
9 
thirty 8 years of age, Propoſed in the aca- 
demy by father G a s c R, a jeſuit, and mem- 
ber of the academy. 7 FA TOURS 
os T reverend and learned fathers, I have 
thought fit not to trouble you with the 
"ET = metho- 
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methodical way of a private confeſſion I heard 


laſt ſunday; but to give you only an account 


of the diificult caſe in it. The caſe is this: 


A woman of thirty three years of age came to | 
confeſs, and told me, that frem fixteen years | 


of age till twenty four, ſhe had committed all 
ſort of lewdneſs, with ecc!cfiaſtical perſons 
only, having in every convent a frier, who 
vom the name of a couſin, did uſe to viſit her: 
And notwithſtanding the multiplicity of cou- 
fins, ſhe did live ſo poorly, that ſhe was forc'd 


to turn procureſs at the ſame time for new | 
couſins, and that ſhe had followed that wick- | 
ed life till thirty two years of age: That laſt 


year ſhe dream'd that the devil was very tree 
with her, and thefe dreams or vifions conti- 
nuing for a long while, ſhe found her ſelf with 
child; and ſhe proteſts that ſhe knew no man 
for fourteen months before : She is delivered 
of a boy; and ſhe ſays that he is the devil's 
ſon, and that her conſcience is ſo troubled a- 
bout it, that if I do not find ſome way to qui- 
et her mind, ſhe will lay violent hands upon 
her ſelf. I asked her leave to conſult the 
_ caſe, with a promiſe to reſolve it next ſundq;. 
Now I ask your wiſe advice upon this caſe. 
+ The prefident ſaid, that the caſe was im- 


poſſible, and that the woman was mad, and | 


that he was of opinion to ſend the woman to 
the phyſicians, to be cured of ſome bodily 
diſtemper ſhe was troubled with. The jeſt 
proponent replied, that the woman was in her 
ect ſenſes, and that the caſe well required 
further conſideration: , Upon which, F. A x- 
TonioPAroMo, who was reputed X 
T4 6 +: 5 e ) 3 mo 


ro 44 Mac ante os. 3 


to POPERT. 39 


moſt learned of the academy, ſaid, that Sr. 


Avus TiN treats 4 incubo £59 ſuccnbo ; and: 


he would examine the caſe, and ſee, whether 
he might not give ſome light for the reſoluti- 
on of the eaſe. _ my Os 11 


B v x another member ſaid, that there was 


in the caſe ſomething more than apparition 
and devilifh liberty, and that he thought fit, 
chat the father jeſet ſhould inquire more care- 

fully into the matter, and go himſelf to exa- 
mine the houſe, and queſtion the people of 


it: Which being approved of by the whole 


aſſembly, he did it the next morning, and in 
the afternoon, being an extraordinary meeting, 
he came and ſaid. | 

Mos x reverend and learned fathers, the 
woman was ſo ſtrongly poſſeſſed with ſuch a 
viſion, that ſhe has made publick the caſe a- 
mong the neighbours, and it is ſpread abroad, 
upon which the inquiſitors did ſend for the 
woman and the maid, and this has diſcover- 
ed the whole ſtory, Viz. That father Co N- 
HILL e s, victorian fryer, was in love with 
the woman, but ſhe could not endure the 

fight of him : That he. gained the maid, and' 
by that means he got into her houſe every 
night, and the maid putting ſome ohium into 
her miſlreſſes ſupper, ſhe fell faſt aſleep, and 
the ſaid father did lic with her fix nights to- 
gether : So the child is not the ſòn of the de- 
vil, but of father Concnirros Afﬀter- 
wards it was reſolved, to enter the caſe for a 
memoranaum in the academy's box. 
TB x frycr was put into the inquiſition, 
for having perſwaded the maid to tell her miſ- 
55 He treſs, 


40 A MasSTER-Kevy 
treſs, that it was the devil; for ſhe had been 
under the ſame fear, and really ſhe was in the 
ſame condition. What became of the fryer 
1 do not know ; this I do aver for a truth, | 
that I ſpoke with the woman my ſelf, and 
with the maid ; and that the children uſed 
to go to her door, and call for the ſon of the 
devil: And being ſo much mocked, ſhe left 
the city in a few days ; and we were told that 
ſhe lived K ee a retired chriſtian life in 


che country. 


. - - 


4. The private confeſſion of a prieft, bein 
4. the point of 4 in 17103 1 all cal 
Vim don Pa uL o. 5 


Don PA ufo. S INR Gor Almighty is 
25 D pleaſed to viſit me with this 
fickneſs, I ought to make good uſe of the time1 
have to live; and I defire of you to help me 
with your prayers, and to take the trouble to 
write ſome material points of my confeſſi- 
on, that you may perform, after my death, 
whatever I think may enable me in ſome mea- 
ſure to Adee my duty towards God and 
men. When I was ofdained prieſt, I made a 
general confeſſion of all my fins from my youth 
to that time, and I wiſh I could be now, as 
true a penitent, as J was at that time; but I 
hope, though it is thus late, that Go p will 
hear the prayer of my heart. 

I rnavz ſerved my pariſh fixteen years, 
and all my care has been to diſcover the tem- 


Pers and inclinations of my pariſhioners, £06 
3 8 * * | LE Ave 
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” have been as happy in this world, as unhap- 


py before my {aviour. I have in ready mo- 
ney fifteen thouſand piſtoles, and I have given 
away more than fix thouſand. I had no pa- 
trimony, and my living is worth but four hun- 
dred piſtoles a year. By this you may eaſily 
know, that my money is unlawfully gotten ; 
as I ſhall tell you, if Go p ſpares my life till 
1 make an end of my confeſſion. There is in 
my pariſh fixteen hundred families, and, 
more or leſs, I have defrauded them all, ſome 
way or other. 6. JEN tat hd. 
M thoughts have been impure, ever ſince I 
began to hear confeſſions: My words have been 
graveand ſevere with them all, and all my pa- 


 riſhioners have reſpected and feared tne; Thave 


had ſo great an empireover them, that ſome of 
them, tho' 2 to my miſdoings, have ta- 
ken my defence in publick. They have hag 
in me a ſollicitor in' all emergencies, and 


have omitted nothing to pleaſe them in out- 


ward appearance; but my actions have been 
the — criminal of mankind : For as to my 
eccleſiaſtical duty, what I have done has been 
for cuſtom's ſake. The neceſſary intention 
of a prieſt, in the adminiſtration of baptiſm 
and conſecration, without which the —55 
ments are of none effect, I confeſs, I have not 
had ſeveral times, as you may ſee in the pa- 


riſh books; and obſerve there, that of all thoſe 
whoſe names are marked with a ſtar, the bap- 
tiſm was not valid, for J had no intention: And 


for this I can give no other reaſon, than my ma» 


ice and wickedneſs, Many of them are dead, 
for which I 
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times I have conſecrated without intention, 
we muſt leave it to Gop Almighty's mercy ; for 
the wrong done by it to the ſouls of my pariſhi- 
oners and thoſe in purgatory, cannot be helped. 
As to the 3 — and wills I have re- 
ceived from my pariſhioners at the point of 
their death, I do confeſs, J have made my ſelf 
maſter of as much as I could, and by that means 
J have gathered together all my riches. I 
have ſent this morning for fifty bulls, and 1 


| have given one hundred piſtoles for the bene- 
fit of the holy Crugade; by which his holineſs 


| ſecures my ſoul from eternal death. | 
As to my duty towards Go p, I am puilty 
to the higheſt degree: For I have not loved 
him; I have neglected to ſay the private di- 
vine ſervice at home every day: I have pol- 
luted his He Aαν by my grievous ſins: I have 
not minded my ſuperiors in the reſpect due 
to them: And I have been the cauſe of ma- 
ny innocents death. I have procured by re- 
medies ſixty abort ions, making the parents of 
the children their murtherers; beſides many 
other intended, though not executed, by ſome 
„„ acRnnC- ET EET 
A s to the fixth commandment, I cannot 
confeſs my fins by particulars, but by general 
Heads. I confeſs, in the firſt place, that I 
have frequented the pariſh-club twelve years. 
We were only fix pariſh-prieſts in it; and there 
we did conſult and contrive all the ways to 
fatisfie our paſſions. Every body had a lift of 
the handſomeſt women in his pariſh ; and 
when one had a fancy to ſee any woman, re- 
markable for her beauty, in nn, 
ö | | : he. 


$ 
N 
g 


e ; and having prepar'd the way for wick- 
edneſs, the other had nothing to do, but to 
meet her there, and fulfil his Tefires and ſo 
we have ſerved one another for theſe twelve 
years paſt. Our method has been, to per- 


| ſuade their husbands and fathers not to 


hinder them any ſpiritual comfort; and to 


perſuade the ladies to be ſubject to our 


advice and will ; and that in fo doing, they 
would have liberty at any time to go out 


on 1 N of communicating ſome ſpiritual 
buſineſs to the prieſt: And if they did ; 
to do it, then we would ſpeak to their huſ- 


refuſe 


bands and fathers, not to let them go out at 
all, or, which would be worſe for 'them, we 
ſhould inform againſt them to the holy tribu- 


nal of the inquiſition: And by theſe diaboli- 


cal perſuaſions they were always at our com- 
mand, without fear of revealing the ſecret. 
I have ſpar d no woman of my pariſh, whom 


I had a Oc for, and many other of my bre- 
thren's pariſhes ; but I cannot tell the number. 


[ have ſixty neholes alive, of ſeveral women: 


But my principal care ought to be of thoſe 


that I have by the two young women I keep 
at home fince their parents died. Both are 
ſiſters, and I have by the eldeſt two boys, and 


by the youngeſt one; and one I had by my 


own ſiſter which is dead. Therefore I leave to 
my filter five thouſand piſtoles, upon condition 
that ſhe will enter nun in St. BE RNARD'S 
monaſtery ; and upon the ſame condition, I 
leave two thouſand piſtoles a piece to the two 
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young women; and the remainder I leave to 
my three nepotes under the care of Moss E N 
| Jo anPEtRALT A, and ordering that they 
_  - ſhould be heirs to one another, if any of 
them ſhould die; before they are ſettled in the 
world; and ifall ſhould die, I leave the money 
to the treaſury of the church, for the benefit of 
the ſouls in purgatory : Item, JL order,that all the 
papers of ſuch a little trunk be burnt after my 
, confeſſion is over, (which was done according- 
ly) and that the holy bull of the dead be 
bought before I die; that I may have the 
comfort of having at home the pope's paſs. for 
the next world. Now I aſk your penance and 
n 905 all the fins, 2 all the 
bulls, from the firſt pope; for which * | 
I have taken the butt of rivileges i uch 
caſes as mine. So I did abfolve him, and aſ- 
ſiſted him afterwards, and he died the next 
day. What to do in this caſe after his death, 
was all my uneaſineſs; for if I ſhould propoſe 
the caſe before the members of the academy, 
every body would eaſily know the perſon, which 
was againſt one of the articles we did ſwear 
to at our admittance into it: And if I did 
not propoſe it, I ſhould act againſt another 
nile. All my barges” 2.4; about the bap- 
tiſms which he had adminiſtred without in- 
tention: For it is the known opinion of their 
church, that the intention of à prieſt is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary to the validity of the ſacra- 
ment, and that without it there is no ſacra- 
ment at all. J had examined the books of the 
pariſh, and I found a hundred and fifty two 
names mark'd with a ſtar ; and n 


„„ as i. wo. 
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the regiſter of the dead, I found eighty fix of 
them dead: According to the principles of 
the church, all thoſe that were alive were to 
be baptized; which could not be done with- 
out great ſcandal, and prejudice to the clergy. 
In this uneaſineſs of mind I continued, till IL 
went to viſit the reverend father AME SG. 
GAR CIA, who had been my maſter in divi- 
nity, and I did conſult him en the caſe, ſul 
ſecreto naturali. He did adviſe me: to propoſe 
the caſe to the aſſembly, upon ſuppoſition, 
that if ſuch a caſe ſhould happen, what 
ſhould be done in it; and he did recommend. 
to me, to talk with a great deal of caution, 
and to inſiſt, that it ought to be communicated 
to the biſhop; and if the members did agree 
with me, then without further conſultation, 
was to go to the biſhop, and tell his lordſhip 
the caſe, under ſecrecy of confeſſion :-I did 
ſo, and the biſhop ſaid he would ſend for the 
Books, and take a liſt of all thoſe names; and 
as many of them as could be found he would 
ſend for, one by one into his own chamber, and 
baptize them; commanding them under pain 
of eccleſiaſtical cenſure, not to talk of it, 
either in publick or private. But as for the 
other ſins, there was no neceſſity of revealing 
them, for by vertue of the bull of Cyuaaas 
we could abſolve them all. 5 28 
HE AR, o heaven! Give ear, o earth! 
and be horribly aſtoniſhed ! to ſee the beſt re- 
ligion in the world turned into ſuperſtition and 
folly ; to ſee too, that thoſe who are to guide 
the people, and put the flock in the way of 
ſalvation, are wolves * ſheeps W 
1 1 5 | that 
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that devour them, and put them into the 
way of damnation. OGo D, open the eyes of 
the ignorant people, that they may ſee the 
injuries done to their ſouls by their own 
guides. N N 
Ipo not write this out of any private end, 
to blame all ſorts of confeſſors; for there are | 
ſome, who, according to the principles of their 
religion, do diſcharge their duty with exact- 
neſs and purity, and whoſe lives, in their own | 


way, are unblameable, and without reproach | 


among men. Such confeflors, as theſe I am 
ſpeaking of, are ſober in their actions; they | 
mortify their bodies with faſting over and a- 
bove rules preſcribed by church, by 
diſciplines, by — down in their cloſets, 
ſix or eight hours every day, to meditate on 
the holy myſteries, the goodneſs of Go p, 
and to pray to him for all ſorts of ſinners, 
that they may be brought to repentance and 
ſalvation, Sc. They ſleep but few hours: 
They ſpend moſt of their ſpare time in read- 
ing the ancient fathers of the church, and| 


er books of devotion. 

 Trxy live poorly, and whatever they 
have the poor are the enjoyers of it. The 
time they give to the publick is but very lit- 
tle, and not every day; and then whatever 
counſels they give, are right, ſincere, without 
flattery or intereſt, All pious religious perſons, 


do ſollicite their acquaintance and converſa- 


tion, but they avoid all ſort of pomp and va-i 
"nity, and keep themſelves, as much as they 
can, within the limits of ſollitude; and if 
they make ſome viſits, it muſt be upon urgent 


neceſlity, 
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neceſſity. Sometimes you may find them in 
the hoſpitals among the poor ſick, helping 
and ex horting them: But they go there moit 
commonly in the night, for what they do, 
they do it not out of pride, but humility. 

I knew ſome of theſe exemplary men, 
a ack few; and have heard ſome of them 


IS 


* * 


each with a ferventzeal about the promo 

: 57s HR IS 1s religion, and exhorting the — 
ple to 255 their lives voluntarily in — — 
of the Roman Catholic faith, and extirpate and 
deſtroy all the enemies of their communion. 
I do not pretend to judge them, for judgement 
belongeth to Gop : This I ſay with St. Pa L, 
that If thoſe religious men Have a Seal of 
2 D, their ea 75 not according to know. 


5. The private confeſſion of a num, in the 


Before I begin the confeſſion, it will not be 
improper to give an account of the cuſtoms. of 


Nr the conſtitutions of their order, ſo many 
days are appointed, in which all the nuns 
are obliged to confeſs, trom the mother abbeſs 
to the very wheeler, 7. e. the nun that turns 
the wheel near the door, through which they 
ive and receive every thing they want. They 
—4 a father confeflor A {+ compa- 
nion, who live next to the convent, and have 
a ſmall grate in the wall of their chamber, 
which anſwers to the upper cloiſter, or gallery. 


48 A MasSTERr-Ktey, 
of the convent. The confeſſor hath the cure 
of ſouls in the-convent, and he is obliged to 
ſay maſs every day, hear confeſſions, admi- 
niſter the ſacraments; and vifit the fick nuns. 
There are ſeveral narrow cloſets in the church; 
with a ſmall iron grate : One fide anſwers to 
the cloifter, and the other to the church; So 
the nun being on the infide, and the eonfeſſor 
on the outſide, they hear one another. There 
is a 1 grate facing the rout altar, and the 
holes of it are a quarter of a yard in ſquare; 
but that grate is double (that is one within 
and another without) and the diſtance be- 
tween both is more than half a yard. And be- 
ſides theſe, there is another grate for relations, 
and benefactors of the - community, which 
rate is fingle, and conſiſts of very thin iron 
ars: The holes of ſuch a grate are near a 
—_ and a half ſquare. In all thoſe grates 
the nuns confeſs their fins, for on a ſolemn 
day they ſend for ten or twelve confeſſors, o- 
therwiſe they could not confeſs the: fourth 
part of them; for there is in ſome monaſte- 
ries 110 nuns, in others 80, in others 40, but 
this laſt is a ſmall number. 5 
The nun's father confeſſor hath but little 
trouble with the young nuns, for they gene- 
rally ſend for a confeſſor who is a ſtranger to 
them, ſo that all his trouble is with the old 
ones, who have no buſineſs at the grate. Theſe 
trouble their confeſſor almoſt every day with 
many ridiculous trifles, and will keep the poor 
man two hours at the grate, telling him -how- 
many times they have ſpit in the church, Len 
many flies they have kill'd, how many ton 
12 they 
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they have flown into a paſſion with their lap- 


| dogs, and other nonſenſical, ridiculous things 


like theſe 3 and the reaſon is, becauſe they 
have nothing to do, no body goes to viſit them, 
nor careth for them; ſo ſometimes they chcoſe 
to be ſpies for the young nuns, when they are 
at the grate with their gallants ; and for fear 
of their mother abbeſs, they place ſome of 
the old nuns before the door of the parlour to 
watch the mother abbeſs, and to give them 
timely notice of her coming; and the poor 
old nuns do perform this office with a great 
deal of pleaſure, faithfulneſs and ſome profit 
too. But I ſhall not ſay any more of them, 
confining my ſelf wholly to the way of living 
among the young nuns. A 

Many gentlemen ſend their daughters to 
the nunnery, when they are ſome five, ſome 
fix, ſome eight years old, under the care of 
ſome nun of their relations, or elſe ſome old 
nun of their acquaintance ; and there they 
are educated till they are fifteen years old. 
The tutreſs takes a great deal of care, not to 
let them go to the grate, nor converſe with 
men all that while, to prevent in them the 
knowledge and love of the world. They are ca- 
reſſed by all the nuns, and thinking it will be 
always ſo, they are very well pleaſed with 
their confinement. They have only liberty to 
go to the grate to their parents, or relations, 
and always accompany'd with the old mother 
tutreſs. And when they are fifteen years old, 
which is the age fixed by the conſtitutions of 
all the orders, they receive the habit of a nun, 
and begin the year of noviciate ; which is the 


ig 
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of their own money. After this they have li- 
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year of trial, to ſee whether they can go thro' 
all the hardſhips, taſtings, diſciplines, prayers, 
hours of divine ſervice, obedience, poverty, 
chaſtity, and penances practiſed in the mo- 
naſtery : But the prioreſs, or abbeſs, and the 
reſt cf the proteſs'd nuns, do diſpenſe with, 


and excule the novices from all the ſeveri- 


ties, for fear that the novices ſhould be diſ- 


ſatisfied with, and leave the convent : and in 


this they are very much to blame ; for be- 


fides their neglecting to obſerve the precepts of 


their monaſtical rule, they deceive the poor, ig- 
| eee, eee young novices, who, after 


their profeſſion and vows of perpetuity, do 
heartily repent they had been ſo much in- 
dulged. Thus the novices, flattered in the 


year of noviciate, and thinking they ſhall al- 
ways live in the ſame manner, when the year 


is expired, make proteffion, and ſwear to ob- 
ſerve chaſtity, obeatence and poverty, and clau- 


fura, i. e. confinement, during their lives, obli- 


ging themſelves by it, never to go out of the 


monaſtery. 


AFTER the profeſſion is made, they be- 
gin to feel the ſeverity, and hardſhips of the 
monaſtical life; for one is made a door-keeper ; 


another turner of the wheel, to receive and de- 


liver by it all the nuns meſſages; another bell 
nun, that is to call the nuns, when any one 
comes to viſit them; another baker; another 
book-keeper of all the rents and expences, and 
the like; and in the performance of : ll theſe 
employments, they muſt expend a great deal 


berty to go to the grate, and talk with gentle- 
| | men, 


„ 


2 


They get up at fix in the morning, and go 
| to prayers and to hear maſs till ſeven; from 


men, Prieſts and friers, who only go there 
as a gallant goes to ſee his miſtreſs. So when 
the young nuns begin to have a notion of the 

leafures of the world, and how they have been 

eceived, they are heartily ſorry, but too late, 
for there is nojremedy. Then minding nothing 
but to ſatisfy their paſſions, as well as they 
can, they abandon themſelves to all ſort of 


| wickedneſs, and amorous intrigues. 


T HE RE is another ſort of nuns, whom the 
people call las forcadas, the forced nuns, 1. e. 
thoſe who have made a falſe ſtep in the world, 
and cannot find husbands, on account of their 
crimes being publick. Theſe are deſpiſed, 
and ill uſed by their parents and relations, till 
they chooſe to go to the nunnery : So by* this 
it - eaſily known what ſort of nuns they will 
make. ; | 
Now, as to the ſpending of their time. 


ſeven till ten they may work, or go to break - 
faſt, either in their chambers, or in the com- 


mon-hall. At ten they go to the great maſs 


till eleven : after it they go to dinner; after 
dinner they may divert themſelves till two; 
at two they go to prayers for a quarter of an 
hour, or (if they fing veſpers) forhalf an hour 
and afterwards they are free till the next 
morning: Now every one is waiting for her de- 
voto, that is, a gallant, or ſpiritual husband, 
as they call him. When it is dark evening, 
they ſend away the 4e votos, and the doors are 
locked up; then they go to their own cham- 
ber to write a billet, or letter to the ſpiritual 

2 | - I S | husband 
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husband, which they ſend in the morning to 
them and get an anſwer; and tho' they ſee 
one another almoſt every day, yet they mutt 
_ write to one another every morning: And 
theſe letters of love they call, the recreation of 
the ſpirit for the time the Jevoro's are abſent 
from them. Every day they muſt give one an- 
other an acount of whatever thing they have 
done ſince the laſt viſit ; and indeed there are 
warmer expreſſions of love, and jealouſy be- 
tween the nun and the eto, than between 


real wife and husband. 


- New I come to the frivate conſeſFon 3 and 
T wiſh I could have the ſtile of an angel,zo ex- 
- preſs my {elf with purity, and modeſiy in 


this confeſſion. 


Nun. R= VEREND father, the number of 
my fins is ſo great, and ſo great the 
variety of circumſtances attending them, that 
miſtruſting my memory, I have ſet down in 
writing this confeſſion, that you may entirely. 
be acquainted with every thing that troubles 
my conſcience, and ſo I humbly beg of you to 
read it. N 5 wy as | 
Conf. I po approve the method of writing, 
but you ought to read it yourſelf, or elſe it 
cannot be cris confeſſio, or confeſſion by mouth. 
Nun. I x ſo, I begin. I have thought fit to 
acquaint you with the circumſtances of my 
life paſt, that you may form a right judgment 
of my monaſtical life and converſation, which, 
in ſome meaſure, will excuſe me before the 
world, tho not before Gop our righteons = ge. 
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IAM the only daughter of counſellor N. E. 
who brought me up in the fear of Go p, and 
gave me a writing-maſter (which is a rare 
thing ; ) I was not quite thirteen years of age, 
when a gentleman of quality, tho“ not very 
rich, began to expreſs his love to me by let- 
ters, which he (gaining my writing-maſter) 
ſent to me by him. There was nothing in the 
world ſo obliging, civil, modeſt, and en- 
dearing, as his expreſſions ſeem'd to be ; and 
at laſt having the opportunity of meeting him, 
at the houſe of one of my aunt's, his perſon 
and converſation did ſo charm my heart, that 
a few days after we gave one another recipro- 
cal promiſes of an eternal union : But by a 
letter, which unfortunately was miſcarry'd, 
and fell into my father's hands, our honeſt 
defigns were diſcover'd ; and, without telling 
me any thing, he went to ſee the gentleman, 
and ſpoke to him in this manner. Sir, my 
daughter, in the diſcharging of her. duty to 
ſo good a father, has communicated to me 
your honourable defigns, and I come to thank 
you for the honour you are pleaſed to do my 
family: But, being ſo young, we think pro- 
per to put off the performance of it, till ſhe: 
comes to be fifteen years of age ; now ſhe, 
and I alſo, as a father to you both, (for I look 
upon you as upon my own ſon) do defire the 
favour of you not to give any publick occafion 
of cenſure to the watchful neighbours ;-and 
if you have any regard for her, I hope you 


will do this and more for her, and for me: 


And to ſhew you my great affection, I offer 
you a captain's commiſſion in the regiment 


that 
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that the city raiſeth for the king, and adviſe you 
to ſerve two years, and afterwards you may ac- 
compliſh your deſire. The gentleman accepted 

it, and the next day the commiſſion was ſign d 
and deliyer'd to him, with an order to go to 
Catalonia. At the ſame time the writing-maſter 
was ſent out of the town under pretence of 
receiving ſome money for my father; and 
I was kept cloſe at home, ſo he could not get 
an pry of ſeeing or wriring to me; for 
my father told him I was ſick in bed. As ſoon 

as he left the town, my father told me that he 

was dead, and that I muſt retire myſelf into a 
nunnery, for that was his will : So immediately 
he brought me here, and gave ſevere directions 
to the mother abbeſs, not tolet me ſee any body 
but himſelf. Indeed he did ſpare nothing to 
pleaſe me, till I received the babit, and made 
the profeſſion and vows ofa monaſtical life : At- 
ter which he told me the whole ſtory himſelf ; 
and the gentleman was kill'd in Catalonia the 
firſt campaign, ES abs 

I po confeſs, that fince that time I have not 
cared what ſhould become of me, and have 
abandon'd myſelf to all the fins I have been 
capable to commit. It is but ten months fince 
I made my 33 and bound myſelf to 

rpetuity ; tho' as I did it without intention, 

am not a nun before Go p, nor obliged to 
keep the vow of religion; and of this opinion 
are many other nuns, eſpecially ten young 
nuns, my intimate friends, who. as well as I, 
do communicate to one another the moſt ſe- 
cret things of our hearts, | 
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EA c E of this aſſembly has her aevoto, 
and we are every day in the afternoon at the 


grate: We ſhew one another the letters we 
receive from 'em ; and there is nothing that 


we do not invent for the accompliſhment of 


our pleaſures, 

Conf. PR Ax, confeſs your own fins, and 
omit the fins of your friends. : 

Nen. Il caANNoTy; for my fins are ſo con- 
founded with the fins of my friends, that I can- 
not mention the one without the other. 

Buer coming now to my greateſt fin; I 
muſt tell you, that a nun of our aſſembly has a 
frier her Jevcro, the moſt beautiful among 
Men, and we contrived and agreed together to 
bring him into the convent, as we did, and 
have kept him two and twenty days in our 
chamber: During which time, we went- to 


the grate very ſeldom, on pretence of being 


not well. We have given no ſcandal, for no- 
body has ſuſpected the leaſt thing in the caſe. 
And this is the greateſt fin I have committed 
— ĩðͤ 5 3 | 
Conf. PR av, tell me, how could you let + 


him in without ſcandal ? | 


Num. On E of the aflembly contrived to 


matt all the floor of her chamber, and ſent 
for the mat-maker to take the meaſure of the 


length and breadth of the room, and tomake 
it in one piece, and ſend it to the ſexton's 
chamber, who is a poor ignorant fellow. When 
the matt was there, and the man paid for it, 
one day in the evening we ſent the ſexton on 
ſeveral meſſages, and kept the key of his 
room. The fryer had asked leave of his pri- 
or to go into the country for a month's 3 

a 
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and diſguifing himſelf in a lay-man's habit, 
feeing very well two porters, came in the dusk 
of the evening into the ſexton's room, and 
rolling up himſelf in the mat, the porters 
brought the matt to the door, where we were 
waiting for it; and taking it, we carried it 
up to one of our chambers. We were afraid 
that the porters would diſcover this matter, but 
by 1 we have ſecured ourſelves from 
them; for we hired ruffians to make away 
with them. We put him out of the con- 
vent in a great hed which could be opened 
on the ;nfide, and of which he had the key; 
and giving the cheſt to the ſexton, he and the 
ſervant of the convent carried it into the ſex- 
ton's room. We orgered him to leave the 
key at the door, for we expected ſome relati- 
ons, Which were to take a collation there ; 
and we ſent him on ſome errand till the fryer 
had. got out of the cheſt and of danger. 

A MONT E after, three of our | HA be- 
gan to perceive the condition they were in, 
and left the convent in one night, by which 
they have given gre: t ſcandal to the city, and 
we do not know what is become of them ; 
as for me, I deſign to do the ſame, for I am 


under the ſame apprehenſions and fear; for I 


conſider, that if I do continue in the convent, 
my big belly will diſcover me, and though 


one lite ſhall be ſaved, I ſhall loſe mine, by 


the rules of our order, in a miſerable manner ; 


and not only ſo, but a heavy reflection will 


fall upon the whole order, and the diſhonour 


of my family will be the more publick: 


Whereas, if I quit the convent by night, I 


fave two lives, and the world will refle& only. | 


upon 
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upon me, and then I ſhall take care to go ſo 
far off, that no body ſhall hear of me; and 


as J am ſure in my conſcience that I am not 
a nun, for want of intention when I did pro- 
miſe to keep ovearence, chaſtity, and pover- 
ty, and perpetuity, I ſhall not incurr the crime 
of apoſtacy, in leaving the convent; and if I 
do continue in it, I am fully refolved to pre- 
vent my ruin and death by a ftrong —_— 
remedy. This is all I have to fay, and I do 
expect from you not only your advice, but 
your aſſiſtance too. | 
Conf. Ipo find the cafe ſo intricate, that 
want experience and learning to reſolve what 
to do in it; and I do think it proper for you 
to fend for another confeſſor of years and 
learning, and then you will have the ſatis- 
faction of being well directed and adviſed. 
Nun. N ow, reverend father, I do tell you 
poſitively, that I fhall never open my heart 
to another confeſſor while I live; and if you 
do not adviſe me what to do, I ſhall call you 
before G o p for it; and now I lay upon you 
whatever thing may happen in my caſe. 
Conf. I6Nnor anc x will excuſe me from 
fin, and II tell you, that I am ignorant how to 
reſolve the bak, 3 | 

| Nun. I AM reſolved for all events, and if 
you refuſe me this fmall comfort, I ſhall. cry 
out, and ſay, that you have been ſolliciting and 
corrupting me in the very act of confeſſion ; 
and you ſhall ſuffer for it in the inquifition. 
Conf. WE EL. I, have patience ; means may 
be found out; and if you give me leave to 
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conſalt the caſe, I ſhall reſolve you about it in, 


three days time. 


Nun. H ow can you conſult my caſe, with- 


perhaps, by ſome circumſtance ? 


cout expoſing the order, and my reputation too. 


Cc. LEAVE it to me, and be not unea- 
ly about it, and I do promiſe. to come with 


ce reſolution on ſumday next. 

Nin. PR A x, father, if it be poſlible 
come next monday morning, and I ſhall be 
free from company. 1 


— 


Cotif. Ir is very well: But in the mean 


time, have before your eyes the wrath of Gop 


againſt thoſe that abandon themſelves, and 


forget that he is a living G on to puniſh ſud- 
denly great ſinners, and with this, farewel. 


Mx mind never before was ſo much trou- 


bled, as it was after this caſe. I was, more 


by the intereſt of others than by my learning, 


appointed penitentiary confeſſor in the cathe- 
dral church of St, Salvator; and as the duty 
of ſuch a confeſſor is to be every day in the 


morning four hours in the confeſſionary, from 


eight till twelve, except he be called abroad, 


every body thinks that ſuch a confeſſor muſt 


be able to reſolve all caſes and difficulties : 
But it was not ſo with me; for I was young, 


and without experience. And as to this caſe, 


the next academical day, I propos'd it in the 


following manner. 


THERE is © bound by ward of | 


mouth, but at the ſame time without intenti- 


on, nay, with a mind and heart averſe to it; 


bound, I ſay, to chedience, claſtiiy and fpover- 
— | ws 
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ty. If the perſon leaves the convent,. the. 
crime of apoſtacy is not committed in foro in- 
terno; and if the perſon continues in the con- 
vent, the conſequence is to be a great fin in. 
foro externo & interno. The perſon expects 
the reſolution, or elſe is fully reſolved to ex- 
poſe the confeſſor to ſcandal, and perſonal 
ſufferings: This is the caſe which I humbly. 
lay down before your learned reverences. 

THE 1 opinion was, that in ſuch 
a caſe, the confeſſor was obliged in the firſt 

lace, to reveal it in general terms to the holy 
inquiſitors; for (ſaid he) though this caſe is 
not mentioned in our authors, there are others 
very like this, which, ought to be revealed, 
2. all thoſe that are againſt either the tem- 
poral or ſpiritual good of our neighbour, 
which. caſes are reſerved to the biſhop or to 


his deputy ; and this caſe by the laſt circum - 


| ſtance being injurious to the holy tribunal, the 
confeſſor ought, to ati the ſcandal which 
I 


might otherwiſe fall upon him, to reveal the 
laſt circumſtance. As for the firſt circum- 
ſtance of the caſe, in this and others, we 
mult judge ſecundum allegata & probata ; and 
we muſt ſuppoſe, that no penitent comes to 
confeſſion with a lie in his mouth; therefore 
if the perſon affirms that he was bound with- 
out intention, he is free before Go p: Beſides, 
in rebus dubiis minimum eſt ſequendim ; ſo 
to prevent greater evil, I think the perſon may 
be adviſed to quit the convent ; and this is 
agreeable to.the-Pope's diſpenſations to ſuch 
perſons; when they ſwear and produce wit- 
neſs, that (before they were bound to the 


vow) 


/ 
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| vow) heard the perſons ſay, they had not in- 
tention to it. 


TE reverend Mr. PAL o M o's opinion was, 


that the confeſſor was to take the ſafeſt part, 
which was to adviſe the penitent to ſend to 
Rome for a diſpenſation, which could be ob- 
tained by money, or to the Pope's Nuncio, 
who would give leave to quit the convent for 
. fix months, upon neceſſity of preſerving or re- 
covering the bodily health ; and in that time 


may be, the perſon would diſſipate ſome fumes 


of grief or melancholick fancies, S ã 
Bo T I did reply to this, that the perſon 
could not do the rl, for want of witneſs; nor 
the ſecond, for being in perfect health, the 
hyſician never woul nt his certificate to 
roduced before the * Nuncio, which 
is edfofutoly neceſſary in ſuch caſes; and as 
to the revealing the caſe to the holy inquiſi- 
tors, it is very dangerous both to the perſon 
and the confeflor, as we could prove by ſeve- 
ral inſtances, ps i Op 
To this, ſeveral members being of my 
opinion, it was refolved, that the confeſſor, 
rſt of all, was to abſolve the penitent, ha- 
ving a bull of Cuzade; and, exrra confeſſic- 
nem, or out of confeſſion give, as a private 
perſon, advice to the penitent to quit the con- 
vent, and to take a certificate, wherein the 
penitent was to ſpecify, that the confeſſor had 
iven ſuch advice extra actum confeſſjonis. 
he caſe and reſolution. was entered in the a- 
cademy's book. And accordingly on monday 
following I went to the nun, and performed 


what was reſolved; and the very ſame week 
we 
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we heard in the city, that ſuch a nun had 
made her eſcape out ot the convent. ' 
Two years and a half after this, I ſaw this 
very nun one day at the court of Lisbon, but 1 
did not ſpeak with her; for as I was then dreſt 
like an officer of the army, I thought ſhe 
could not remember me ; but I was miſtaken, 
for ſhe knew me in my diſguiſe, as well as I 
did her. The next day ſhe came to my lodg- 
ings, followed by a lacquey, who, by her or- 
ders, had dogged me the night before. I was 
ſo troubled for fear of being diſcovered, that 
thought the beſt way I could take was to run 
away, and ſecure my ſelf in an Exgliſb ſhip : 
But by her firſt words I perceiv'd, that her 
fear was greater than mine; for after giving 
me an account of her eſcape out of the con- 
rent, and ſafe delivery, ſhe told me, that a 
PortuZeze captain, happening to quarter in 
the ſame town where ſhe was, took her away 
one night; and carried her to Barcelona, but 
hat ſhe refuſing to comply with his defires, on 
any but honourable terms, he had married 
her and brought her to Lisbon: That her hus- 
band knew nothing of her having been a nun; 
hat ſhe took another name, and that ſhe 
was very happy with her husband, who was 
ery rich, and a man of good ſenſe. She begged 


ewith tears in her eyes, not to ruin her by 
iſcovering any thing of her life paſt. I aſ- 
ured her, that nothing ſhould happen on my 
account, thatſhould diſoblige her; and after- 
ards ſhe ask'd me, why I was not dreſt in a 
lerical habit. 1 N her to take no notice 
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thank 'd her, and ſhe went home overjoy d 


B v the account, I have already given, of: 
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of it, for I was there upon ſecret buſineſs, and 
of great conſequence; and that as there was 
nobody there who knew me in Zarago(a, it 
was proper to be diſguiſed. She defired my 
leave to introduce me to her husband, under 
the title of à country gentleman, who was 
come thither for CHARLES the third's ſake. [ 


with my promiſe, and I was no leſs with hers, 
The next day her husband came to viſit me, 
and ever after we viſited one another almoſt 
every day, till I left that city. She was a 
better wite, than ſhe had been a nun, and lived 
more religiouſly in the world, than ſhe had 
done in the cloiſter of the convent. 


Now I muſt leave off the account of pri- 
vate caſes and confeſſions, not to be tedious to 
the readers by 1 80 too long a Time upon 
one ſubject. But, as I promiſed to the pub- 
lick, to diſcover the moſt ſecret practices of 
the Romſo prieſts, in this point of auuriculur 
confeſſion, I cannot diſmiſs nor put an end to 
this part without performing my promiſe. 


few private confeſſions, every body may 
know the wickedneſs of the Rewiſh prietts; 
but *** ee 75 ou of m—_ 
will be more particularly dete y my 10 
lowing obſervations, fo" 

FIA Ss x of all, if a poon countryman goes t 
confeſs, the father confeſſor takes little pain 
with him ; for as he expects little or nott 
from him, be heareth Ha and with bittet 
words corrects the poor man; and, very often 
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without any correction, impoſes upon him a 
hard penance, and ſends him 5 the 
ſame ignorance he went with to confeſs. _ 

2. Ir a ſoldier happens to go to make his 
peace with Go (fo they expreſs themſelves 
when they go to conteſs) then the con- 
feſſor ſheweth the Power of a ſpiritual guide: 

22 ions him about three fins only, 
vid. thefts, aruu kene ſs, and uncleauneſs. Per- 
haps the poor ſoldier is free from the two firſt, 
but if he is guilty of the laſt, the confeſſor 
draws the conſequence chat he is guilty of all 
the three; and terrifying him with hell, and 
all the devils and the fire of it, he chargeth 
him with teſtitution, and that he is obliged to 
give ſo much money for the reliet of the ſouls 
m purgatory, or elſe he cannot get abſolntion. 
So the poor man, out of better conſcience than 
his conf-br 


be given upon the ſpot, (for in the of 
confallors done 16 mehcher br nor credit) to 
appeaſe the rough, bitter confeſſor, and to get 
abſolution ; and I believe this hard way of 
uſing the poor ſoldiers, is the reaſon that 
they do not care at all for that part of re- 
ügion; and as they are ſo bad cuſtomers to 
the confeſſor's ſhop, the confeſſors uſe their 
endeavours, when they go to buy abſolution, 
to ſell it as dear as they can; fo they pay at 


| one time for two, three or more years. 


I nz ARD a ſoldier, damning the con- 
feſſors, ſay: If I continue in the king's ſer- 
vice 20 years, I will not go to confeſs ; 


for it is eafier and cheaper to lift up my 
: M2 er 


* 


, offers a month's pay, which mufſt 
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finger * and be abſolved by our chaplain, than 
to go to a deviliſh frier, who doth nothing 
but rail and grumble at me, and yet I muft 
give him money for maſlles, or elſe he will not 
abſolve me: ] will give him leave to bury 
me alive, if ever he gets me near him again. 

Ir a collegian goes to confeſs, he finds a 
mild and ſweet confeſſor, and without being 
queſtioned, and with a ſmall penance, he ge- 
nerally gets abſolution. The reaſon the con- 
feſſors have to uſe the collegians with ſo great 
civility and mildneſs, is, firſt, becauſe if a 
collegian is ill uſed by his confeſſor, he goes 
to a deaf frier, who abſolves, a4 deæteram & 
ad ſiniſtram, all ſorts of penitents for a real of 
plate; and afterwards he inquireth and exa- 

mineth into all the other confeſſor's actions, 
viſits, and intrigues; and, when he has got 
matter enough, he will write a lampoon on 
him, which has happened very often in 
time. So the confellbr dares not meddle wit 
the collegians, for fear that his tricks ſhould 
be brought to light; and another reaſon is, 
becauſe the collegians for the generality are 
like the flles de jaye in lent, li. e. without mo- 
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* The cuſtom of the Spaniſh army in the field, 
and the day before the battle, or before the engage- 
ment, the chaplain goes thro all the companies, to ast 
the officers whether they have a mind to confeſs, and 
if one has any thing to ſay, he whiſpers in the chap; 
 lain's ear, and ſo through all the. officers As 4 
the private men, he crying out, ſays, he that has fin, 
let him lift up one finger, and gives a general abſolution 
e all at once, ED Fe | | 
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ney, and ſo the confeſſor cannot expect any 
profit by them. 5 


ISA x, if abſolution is denied to a colle- 
gian, he goes to a deaf conſeſſor; for ſome 
confeſſors are call'd deaf, not becauſe they are 
really deaf, but becauſe the give ſmall pe- 
nance without correction; and never deny ab- 
ſolution, tho? the fins be reſerved to the pope. 
I knew two Daminican friers, who were 
known by the name of deaf confeſſors, becauſe 
they never uſed to queſtion the penitent. . 
ONE of theſe confeſſors has more buſineſs 
in lent, than twenty of the others; for he, like 
our couple-beggars, who marry people for ſix- 
pence, for the ſame ſum gives abſolution. 
And for this reaſon, all the great and habitual 
ſinners do go to the deaf confefſor, who gl ves, 
upon the bargain, a certificate, in which, he 
ſays, that ſuch a one has fulfilled. the com- 
mandment of the church; for every body is 
obliged to produce a certificate of confeſſion 
to the miniſter of the pariſh, before eaſter, or 
elſe he muſt be ex l im the church: So as 
it is a hard thing for an WM ſinner to get ab- 
ſolution and a certificate from other covetuous 
confeſſors, without a great deal of money, they 
generally go to the ae confeffors. I had a friend 
in the {ame convent, who told me, that ſuch 
confeſſors were. obliged to give two thirds of 
their profit to the community; and there be- 
ing only two deaf confeſſors in that convent, he 
aflured me, that in one lent, they gave tothe 
father prior 600 , piſtoles a-piece. I look d 
upon the thing as incredible, thinking that 


cnly poor and debauched people did uſe to go 
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to them : but he ſatisfied me, ſaying, that 
rich and poor, men and women, prieſts 
nuns were cuſtomers to them, and that only 
the poor and looſe people uſed to go to con- 
feſs in the church; but as for the rich, prieſts, 
and nuns, they were fent for by them in the 
afternoon, and at night; and that the poor 
Zeafs had ſcarcely time to get their reſt ; and 
that when they were ſent for, the common 
price was a piſtole, but fometimes ten piſtoles, 
according to the quarry and circumftances of 
755 on. And thus much of #enf con- 
4. Ix a frier or prieſt comes to conſeſs, eve- 
ry body ought to ſuppoſe, that the father 
confeffor has nothing to do, but to give the 
penance, and pronounce the words of abſolu- 
tion; for both penitent and confeſſor being of 
the fame trade, and of the fame corporation, 
5 nnd, here pra of _— of 
abſolution is not payed among them, and t 
work one for 8 et Ally Were, 2 
expectation of th return a: 
This muft be u 


between the frien 
only, not between a frier and ſecular prieſt; 
for theſe do not like one another; and the 
reaſon is, becauſe the friers, for the generality, 
are ſuch officious and 'infinuating perſons in 
families, that by their importunities and aſſi- 

duity of viſits, they become at laſt the maſters 
of families and goods; but the ſecular prieſt 
hath nothing to bufy himſelf with ; and ob- 
ſerve, that there are friers to one ſe- 
cular prieſt, ſo the ſmall fh is eaten by the 
great: Therefore if it happens ſometimes 

FO 155 "upon 


8, 
of 
a 


58 F 8 A 5 


4 


© O'tT eo 


5 


% POPERT. 3 


a prieſt goes to confeſs to 
a _ ey 1 to a — I make uſe of 


ſuch an opportunity to exact as much as they 
can from one another. 
I KNEw a good merry prieſt, who had . 
_ in company with a frier's Zewota, i 1. e. in 
per terms, miſereß; and did jeſt a little 
_ qt Afterw; "the poor prieſt having 
ſomething to confeſs, and no other confeſſor 
in his way, but the 4e of that Av, he 
was forc'd to open his heart to him ; but the 
confeſſor was ſo. hard upon him, that *be made 
him pay on the nail two pieces. of eight, to. 
get abſolution ; So that he payed dear for 
ng with the miſtreſs of a rier; and he 
did protel to me, that if ever it happened that 
that frier ſhould come to confeſs to him, he 


| ſhould not go away at ſo cheap a rate. 


Tais Ican aver, that I went to a Fan- 
ciſcam convent the ſecond day of Auguſt, to 
get the indulgences of the jubilee of Porciun- 
culæ, and my confeſſor was ſo hard, that he 
began to perfwade me, he could not abſolve 
me without a piſtole in hand: I told Ang 
that I had not 1 7 any reſerv d fin, an 
that he did not know. I could ruin him: But 
the frier, knowing that it was a great Candal, 
to get up. from one's knees without f 

ited upon it; and I was obliged, to av 
Gan to give him his dema After the 

Mon was mn 4 as I had been in a 185 
pain. the unreaſonable. uſage of the 
bought it was not fit for me to — 3s 
the maſs, without a new reconciliation (as 
we call the ſhort confeſſion ;) ſo I went ” — 
ther 
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father guardian, or ſuperior of the convent, 
and confeſſing that fin of paſſion occaſioned 
by the covetous uſage of ſuch a confeſſor, his 
correction to me was, to pay down another 
iſtole for ſcandalizing both the frier and the 
ranciſcan habit; I did refuſe the correction, 


and I went home without the ſecond abſolu- 


tion. I had a mind to expoſe both of em; 
but upon ſecond thoughts, I did nothing at all, 


for tear that the whole order ſhould be againſt 


F. Ira modeſt, ſerious, religious lady comes 
to confeſs, he ufeth her in another way; for 
he knows that ſuch ladies never come to con- 


feſs without giving a good charity for maſſes; 


fo all the confeſſor 's care is to get himſelf in- 
to the lady's favour, which he doth by hypo- 
critical expreſſions of godlineſs and devotion, 
of humility and ſtrictneſs of life. He ſpeaks 

avely and conſcientiouſly, and, if the lady 
25 a family, he gives her excellent advice; 
as, to keep her children within the limits of 
ſobriety and virtue, for the world is ſo de- 


ceitful that we ought always to be upon our 


guard, and to watch continually over our 


onls, Sc. And 5 theſe means and the like, 
(the good _ elieving him a fincere and 
devout man) he becomes the guide of her 
ſou], of her houſe and family, and moſt com- 
monly the ruin of her children, and ſome- 

times her own ruin too. I will give the fol- 
lowipg inſtance to confirm this truth ; and 


as the thing was publick, I need not ſcruple to 
mention it with the real names. In the 


year 
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year 1706, E. Ax TONMIO GALLARDO, 
an Auguſtin fryer, murthered Donna I s A- 
BELLA MEN DEZ, and a child three weeks 
old ſucking at her breaſt. The lady was but 
twenty four years of age, and had been mar- 
ried eight years to Lon FRANCIScOoO MEN 
DEZ. The fryer had been her ſpiritual guide 
all that while, and all the famihy had ſo great 
a reſpect and eſteem for him, that he was the 
abſolute maſter of the houſe. The lady was 
brought to bed, and Don Francis co be- 
ing obliged to go into the country for four days, 
deſired the father to come and lie in his 
houſe, and take care of it in his abſence. The 
tather's room was always ready; ſo he went 
there the ſame day Don Fn 4ncaisco went 
into the country. At eight at night, both the 
father and the lady went to ſupper, and after 
all the maids and ſervants were ſent into the 
hall to ſup, the lady took the child to give 
him ſuck ; and the fryer told her his love 
in plain and ſhort terms, and that without 
any reply or delay, ſhe muſt comply with his 
requeſt, The lady ſaid unto him; Father, if 
you propoſe ſuch a thing to try my faithful- 
neſs and virtue, you know my conſcience theſe 
cight years paſt ; and if you have an ill de- 
fen, I will call my family to prevent your fur- 
ther afſurance. 'The fryer then in a fury, 
taking a knife, kill'd the child, and wounded 
the mother ſo deeply, that ſhe died two hours 
after: The fryer made his eſcape ; but whe- 
ther he went to his convent or not, we did not 
hear, I myſelf ſaw the lady dead, and went 
to her burial in 9 the old St. TM 

He | „ 
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6. I r a beata goes to confeſs, Which they 
do every day, or at leaſt every ſecond day 
then the confeſſor with a great deal of patience 
hears her; ſure of his reward. I cannot paſs 
further without giving a deſcription of the 
women called beata's, i. e. bleſſed Women, 
Theſe are moſt commonly tradeſmen's wives; 
(generally ſpeaking ugly) and of a middle 
age; But this rule has ſome exceptions, for 
there are ſome beatas young and handſome, 
They are dreſt with modeſty, and walk with 
a ſober countenance. But, fince their deſigns 
in this outward modeſty were diſcovered, they 
are leſs in number, and almoſt out of faſhion 
fince king PHIILIT came to the throne of 
Spain; for, the French liberty and freedom 
being introduced among the ladies, | they 
have no occaſion of ſtratagems to go abroad 
when they pleaſe : And as the defign of : 
Beata, was to have an excuſe, on pretence of 
| — HD to go out, ſublata canſa tollitur e. 
JecFiss. 8 | | 
7 The confeſſor, I ſaid, of a beata was ſur 
of his reward ; for ſhe, watching the living 
and the dead, uſeth to gather money tor 
maſſes, from ſeveral peo ſe, to ſatisfy her 
confeſſor for the trouble of hearing her imper- 
tinences every day. A veata ſomerimes make i 
the confeſſor believe, that many things were 
revealed to her by the holy ſpirit ; ſometimes 
ſhe pretends to work miracles ; and by ſuch 
- viſions, fancies, or dreams, the E fall 
- into 8 5 crimes before Gon and ih 
world. e Eg 


Tit 
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The following inſtance, which was publiſhed 
by the iuquiſitors, will be a teſtimony of this 
truth. J ao give the real names of the per- 
ſons in this account, becauſe the thing was 

| made publick. | J 


1* the city of Zaragoza, near the college of 
St. THOMAS of Villanueva, did live 
MART GUERRERO, married to a taylor; 
ſhe was handſome, witty, and ambitious : But 


as, the rank of a taylor's wife could not make 


her ſhine among the quality, ſhe undertook 
the life of a beata to be known by it in the 
city. The firſt ſtep ſhe was to make, was to 
chuſe a confeſſor of good parts, and of a good 


reputation among the nobility ; ſo ſhe pitched 


upon the reverend father FR. MICHAEL. 

Av AR Ao, a 4ominican fryer, who was 
D. D. and a man univerſally well beloved for 
his doctrine and good behaviour. But, quundo 


venus vigilat, miuerva dormit. She began to 


confeſs to him, and in leſs than a year, by 
her * modeſty and hypocritical airs, and 
by confeſſing no fins, but the religious exer- 


| ciſes of her life; the reverend father began 


to publiſh in the city her ſanctity to the high- 


elt pitch. Many ladies and gentlemen of the 


firſt rank, defirous to ſee the new ſaint, ſent 
for her, but ſhe did not appear, but by her 


maid gave a denial to all. This was a new 


addition to the fame of her ſanctity, and a 
new incitement to the ladies to ſee her. So 


ſome, going to viſit father NAvaR Ro, de- 


fired the favour of him to go along with them, 


/ and 
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and' introduce them to the bleſſed Gv E R- 


RE RO: But the father, (either bewitched 
by her, or in expectation of a biſhoprick for 


the making of a ſaint, or the better to conceal 


his private deſigns) anſwered, that he could 
not do ſuch a thing; for, knowi w virtue, 
modeſty, and averſion to any at ot vanity, 
he ſhould be very much in the wrong to give 
her opportunities of cooling her fervent zeal 
By that means, rich and poor, old and 
young, men and women, began to reſort to 
er neighbour's houſe, and the d4ominican 
church, only to fee the bleſſed Gu RRE RO. 
She ſhewed a great diſpleaſure at theſe po- 
pular demonſtrations of feſpect, and reſolved 
to keep cloſe at home ; and after a long con- 
ſultation with the father Navarro, ay 
agreed that ſhe ſhould keep her room, 


that he would go to confeſs her, and ſay maſs 


in her room (for the Dominicans, and the 
four mendicant orders have a privilege for 
their friars to ſay maſs, or, as they ſay, to 


ſet an altar every where.) To begin this new 


way of living, the father charged her huſ- 
band to quit rhe houſe, and never appear be- 
fore his Wife; for his fight would be a great 
hindrance to his wife's ſanctity and purity ; 
and the poor ſot, believing every thing, went 


away, and took a lodging for himſelf and ap- 


prentice. 4. . 

TEX did continue this way of living, 
both ſhe and the father a whole year; but 
the fatipue of going every day to ſay maſs 

and confeſs the blefes, being too great for — 
e 8 reveren 


[ 
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reverend, he aſked leave from father EVER. 


NAC ASA, who was then prior of the 


the convent, to go and live with her, as a ſpi- 
ritual guide. Ihe prior, foreſeeing ſome great 
advantage, gave him leave; and ſo he went, 
for good and all, to be her lodger and maſter 
of the houſe. When the father was in the 
houſe, he began by degrees to give permiſ- 
fion to the people now and then to ſee the 
bleſſed thro" the glaſs of a little window, de- 
firing them not to make a noiſe, for fear of 
diſturbing the bieſſea in her exerciſe of devo- 
tion: She was in her own room, always up 
on her knees, when any people went to 15 
her thro' the glaſs, which was in the wall 
between her room and that of the reverend. 
In a few months after, the arch- bi ſhop went 
to ſee her, and converſed with her and the 
father NA vA R R o, who was in great friend- 
ſhip with, and much honoured by his grace. 
This example of the prelate put the nobility 
in a mind to do the ſame. The vice-roy, not 
deing permitted by his royal repreſentation to 
po to her, did ſend his coach one night for 
her, and both the father and the &&/jed had 
he honour to ſup in private with his excel- 
Jency : This being ſpread abroad, ſhe was 
cu clay day with coaches, and preſents 
rom all ſorts and conditions of people. Many 
ick went there-in hopes to be fe ed by her 
ight ; and ſome that did happen to go, when 
ature itſelf was upon the 228 or by the ex- 
rciſe of walking, or by ſome other natural 
operation, finding themſelves better, did uſe _ 
o cry out, a miracle, a miracle. She did want 
e nothing, 
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nothing, but to be carry d on a pedeſtal upon 
the ignorant's ſhoulders. The fame of her 
ſanctity was ſpread ſo far, that ſhe was trou- 
bled brecy Pal ag. with Jeers from people of 
quality of other provinces: ſo that the reyerend 
was obliged to take a ſecretary under him, 
and a porter to keep the door ; for they had 
removed to another houſe of better appea- 
rance, and more conveniency. 'Thys they con- 
tinued for the ſpace of two years; and all 
this while the reverend was writing the life of 
the beſſ2d ; and he was frequent 15 preſt by 
many perſons to print part of her life: But the 
4 time of the diſcovery of their wickedneſs be- 
ing come, they were taken by an order from 
me % — EE 
Trex diſcovery did happen thus. Ang, 
Moron, a ſurgeon's wife, who lived next 
door to the vlefſes, had a child of ten months 
old, and, as a neighbour, ſhe went to deſite 
the reverend to beg of the bleed to take the 
child and kiſs him, thinking, that by ſuch an. 
holy kiſs, her child would be happy for ever, : 
But the reverend deſiring her to go her ſelf 
and make the requeſt. to the bleed, ſhe did 
it accordingly, MARY GVUERRE Ao took 
the child, and bade the mother leave him 
with her for a quarter of an hour. ANN | 
Mox on thought then that her child was al. 
ready in heaven: But when, in a quarter, of 
an hour after, ſhe came again for the child, 
the LI told her, that her child was ta die 
the night following, for ſo Go p had rexeal'd, 
to her after a ſhort prayer ſhe had made for the 
child. The child really died the night fol 


lowing 
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low ing; but the ſurgeon, as a tender father, 
ſeeing ſome ſpots and marks in his child's 
body, opened it and found in it the 
cauſe of his unfortunate death, which was 
a doſe of poiſon. Upon this ſuſpicion of the 

child's belng poiſoned, and the foretelling of 

his death by the Hieſen, the father went to 
the inquiſitors, and told the nature of the 
thing. Don PE DROGUERRE RO the firſt 
inquiſitor was then abſent, ſo don Fx AN- 
ciscb Torr jon ſecond inquiſitor went 
himſelf to examine the caſe, and ſeeing the 


child dead, and all the 1 againſt 
the viefſea, he then ordered, 


2 he then ordered, that ſhe and the 
"reverend, 4 d all "thelr demeſtick ſervants 
fhoufd be ſecured immediately, and ſent to 
the holy inquiſition. All things were done ac- 
cordingly ; and this fudden and unexpected 


 acctdent made ſuch a noiſe in town, that every 


body did” reafon in his own way, but no body 
dared to ſpeak of the inquiſitor. At the Time 


time every thing in the houſe was ſeized-upon 


with the papers of the reverend, dc. Among 
the papers was found the life of the Se 
written by father Navanro's own hand. 


I ſaid in the beginning, that he was bewitch'd, 


and ſo many people did believe; for it ſeem d 
incredible that ſo learned a man, as he was in 
his own religion, ſhould fall into ſo groſs'a 
Ignorance, as to write fuch a piece, in the 
©) d! ES 'f, p de 27 Ted : fe th m 
method it was found compoſe or the ma- 


neee op 
nuſcript contained about fix hundred ſheets, 


which hy an order of the inquiſſtors, were ſent 
to the 71al;7-rors of the holy office to be te. 
viewed by them, and to have their opinions 

7 O 2 there. 
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thereupon. I ſhall ſpeak of theſe qualificators, 
when 1 come to treat of the inquifitors and 
their practices. Now it is ſufficient to ſay, that 
the qualificators being all examinators of the 
crimes committed againſt the holy catholick 
faith, did examine the ſheets, and their opi- 


nion was, that the book intitled, The /ife q 


the blieſſea MARV GUR RE R, compos'd b 
the — father FR. MIC HA 21 1 p 
AR Ro, was icandalous, falſe, and againſt 
revealed doctrine in the ſcripture, and good 
manners ; and that it deſerved to be burat in 
the common yard of the holy office by the 
mean officer of it. 

Ar TER this examination was made, the 
inquiſitor did ſummon two prieſts out of every 
riſh church, and two friers out of every con- 
vent, to come ſuch a day to the hall of the holy 
tribunal to be preſent at the trial and exami- 
nations againſt Mary GutRRERO and Mi- 
CHAEL NAVARRO. It was my turn to go to 
that tryal, for the cathedral church of Sr. Sal- 
vator. We went the day appointed, all the 
ſummoned prieſts and friers, to the num- 
ber of a hundred and fifty beſides the in- 
quiſitors, officers of the inquiſition, and qua- 
li ficators ; theſe had the croſs of the holy of- 
fice before their breaſts, which is ſet upon 
their habits in a very nice manner. The num- 
ber of qualificators I reckon'd that day in the 
hall were two hundred and twenty. When all the 
perſons ſummoned were together, and the in- 
quiſitors under a canopy of black velvet (which | 
is placed at the right corner of the altar, up: 
'on which was an image of the crucifix, pact 
| . pelo 
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yellow wax candles, without any other light ; } 


nd the ſignal was made to bring the priſoners to 
nat the bar, and immediately they came out of 
he the priſon, and kneeling down before the ho- 
ck ly fathers, the ſecretary began to read the ar- 
pi- ticles of the examinations and convictions of 
of their crimes. * | | 
by UInDzs D both the father and the He 
A- appeared that day very much like ſaints, if we 
uſt will believe the Romans proverb, that pale- 
od neſs and a thin viſage is a fign of ſanctity. 
in The examination, and the lecture of their 
he crimes was fo long, that we were ſummon'd 


three times more upon the ſame trial, in 
he which, to the beſt of my memory, I heard 


17 the following articles 2, 

n- Tu Ax by the Bieſſed's confeſſion to M r- 
ly CHAEL NAVAR Ro, he in the beginning 
uU. of her life ſays: 1ft. This bleſſed creature 
I- knew no ſin ſince ſhe was born into the worla. 
to WW 2d. She has been ſeveral times viſited by the 
4 angels in her cloſet; and IE SUS CHRIST 


ꝛ0 himſelf has come 4own thrice to give her new 
n- WW H-Heaventy inſtruttions. zd. She was adviſed by 
n- the divine ſpouſe to live ſeparately from her 
a- husband. 4th. She was once favoured with a 
f- viſit of the holy TRINI T, and then ſhe 
n faw Jz 8vs at the left hand of the father. 
1 5th. The holy Dove came afterwards aud ſate 
e wx her head many times. 6th. This holy com 
orter has e her, that her body after death 
- foall be alꝛways incorruptible, and that a great 
h | « king, upon the news of her death, ſhall come 
to honour her ſepulchre with this 2 
. 5 8 n S 


9 
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The foul of this *tarrionur * is the glory of my 
kingdom. 7th. JES us CHRIS r, in à do- 


"minican's Habit, appear d to her at night; amd 
in a celeſtial red to e ns over ſoadorwed by 


Abe . eg 8th. The e Lig the 5 at 
ſpall” rejoice in her ; ay his holineſs 5 
A fall canonize * and yo her in the lit 


"before the afoſites, cc. After ' theſe ting 
her private miracles were read, Oc, and 
many paſſages of her life, that it would be 
too tedious to give an account of thęm. I only 
write theſe to ſhew the ſtupidity of the reve- 
88 NAVARRO, Who, If be had been in 
s perfect f ſenſes,” co ould not Have committed 
10 groſs an error. The” träth is, that ii 11 
ſes was not -gverſhadowed by 'the! 
by her , for ſhe Was at 5 1 
Wit child, and delivered in the inqufſition. 
One article again the "father was, that he 
had his bed near her bed, and that he Was 
hy father of the new "child. / 
by 35-5 E I R ſentences were not read in Pub- 
„and what was their end we knew not 
only we heard, that the husband of the ld ea, 
2 notice given to him by an officer of the he 
quiſition, Aa he was at liberty to mafry any 
. he had a fancy for; and by this true 
2 the public 1 may eaſily know the 
vagances of the Roi confeſſors, who, 
blinded, either by their own paſſions, '6r by 
the ſubtilties of the witked' 22 55 do com- 
mit great and heinous crimes. 
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Guerrero in Spaniſh ſignifies warriour. 
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T. ER E is another ſort of beata's, whom 


we call endemoniadas, i. e. demoniacłs, and by 
theſe the confeſſor gets a vaſt number of maſ- 


ſes. I will tell you, reader, the nature of the 
thing, and by it you will ſee the cheat of 
the confeſſor and the Jemoniack. ] ſaid before, 
that among the Veata'g there are two ſorts, 
young; and of a middle age, but all marry d: 
and that the young generally confeſs every 


day, or three times a week, ta get opporty- 


nity of going abrqad, and 


be delivered a While 


from their husbands jealouſies: For many 
husbands being jealous of the flies that come 


near their wives, they ſcarcely. give them 


leave to. go to confeſs. Obſerve further, that 

We — their husbands believe, that 
a witch has given them the evil ſpirit, and they) 
make ſuch unuſual geſtures, both with their 
faces and mouths, that it is enough to make 


people. laugh only at the, light; of; thee, 
t 


hen they are in the fit of the evil ſpirit, 
they talk blaſphemouſly againſt G o v and his 
ſaints; they begs fugbands.and ſeryants ; they 
put themſelves in ſuch a ſweat, that when 
the evil ſpirit leaves, them for a while (as they 
ſay) they cannot ſtand upon their feet for very 


., 


fatigue. The, poor deceived husbands, trou- 


bled in mind and body, ſend for a phyſician . 
but he ſays, he has no remedy 5 ſuch a 
diſtemper, and that phyſick knows no man- 
ner of devil; and their dealing being not 
with the ſpirit, but with the body, he ſends 
the husband to the ſpiritual phyſician ; and by 
that means they are, out of a good, deſign, pro- 
curers for their own wives; for they readily go. 

| | to 


7 
* 
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to the ſpiritual father, begging his fayonr and 


aſſiſtance to come to exorciſe, 1. e. to read the 
prayers of the church, and to drive the evil 
ſpirit out of his wife's body. Then the 
father tells him that the thing is very 
troubleſome, and that if the devil is obſtinate 
and pofitive, he will not leave his wife in 
three or four nights; and may be, in a month 
or two ; by which he muſt neglect other bu- 
ſineſs of honour and profit: Upon this, the 
deluded husband promiſes, that his trouble 
ſnall be well recompenſed, and puts a piece 


of gold in his hand, to make him eaſy; ſo 
he pays before hand for his future diſhonour. 


Then the father exorciſt goes along with 
him, and afloon as the wife Pies the voice of 
the exorciſt, ſhe flies into an exceſſive fury 
and cries out, do not let that man (meaning 


the exorciſt) come to torment me, (as if the 


devil did ſpeak in her: ) But he takes the 
hyſop with holy water, and ſprinkles the 
room. Here the 4emoniack throweth herſelf 
on the ground, teareth her clothes and hair, 
as if ſhe was perfectly a madwoman. Then 
the prieſt tieth the bleſſed ſtola (i. e. a ſort of 
ſcarf, they make uſe of among other ornaments 
do ſay maſs) upon her neck, and begins the 
prayers : Sometimes the devil is very timorous 
and leaves the creature immediately eaſy ; 
ſometimes he is obſtinate, and will reſiſt a 
long while before he obeys the exorciſms of the 
church; but ut laſt, he retires to his place, and 
frees the creature from his torments ; for they 
ſay, that the devil or evil ſpirit ſometimes has 
his placein the head, ſometimes in the ſtomach, 


ſom e- 
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10 POPERY. & 
ſometimes in the liver, Oc. After the woman 
is eaſy for a while, they g go all to take a re- 
freſhment, and they eat and drink the beſt 
that can be fotind in town. 

AW HIL kE after, when the husband is td 
mind his 6wn biifitieſs, the wife, on pretence 
that the evil re begins again to trbuble her, 
goes into Her amber, And defireth the father 
to hear her confeſſiôn. They lock the door after 
them, and What they do for in hour or two, 
G0 only Ehowetk. 'Thele private con- 
feſſions and exerciſes of devotion continue for 
ſeveral months tögether; and the husband, 
loth to go to bed with his Wife, für fear of the 
evil ſpirit, goes to another chamber, and the 
father lie th in the fame room with his wife a 
on a fiel -bed; to Ve e always rea dady, when the 
malignant frit comes, to ee and beat 
bim with the holy fora. So dee ly 1 07 f 
ate the x peo ople __ ths Art Ki he 6dr or ſo - 

at gots, that on pretence of religious re- 
5 cure their lees of this desi . 

ſtemper, they contract à worſe diſtemper on 
their heads and hofours, Which no phyſician, 
either ſpiritual, or cor bora can ever cure. 

WI E N in a month or two, the father and 
the demoniack have ſettled matters between 
themſelves, for the time to come: He tells 
the husband, that the devil is in a great mea- 
ſure tamed, by the daily exorciſms of our 
holy mother the church, and that it is time 
for him to retire, and mind the buſineſs of his 
convent; and that, it wing, impoſſible for 
him to continue longer in his houſe, all he 
can do. is to ſerre him and her in his * 

P ! 1 
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it ſhe comes there every day. The husband, 
with a great deal of thanks, pays the father 
for his trouble, who taking his leave goes to 
his community, and gives to the father prior 
two parts of the money; for the third part is 
allowed to him for his own pains. The day 

following in the morning, the demoniack is 

worſe than ſhe was before: Then the huſ- 
band, out of faith, and zeal of a good chri- 
ſtian, crieth out, the father is gone, and the 
devil is looſe again : The exorciſms of the 

church are not ready at hand, and the evil 
ſpirit thinks himſelf at liberty and begins to 
trouble the poor creature : Let us ſend her to 
the convent, and the bold, malignant ſpirit 
ſhall pay dear there for this new attempt. 80 
the wife goes to the father, and the father 
takes her into a little room, next to the veſtry, 
(a place to receive their female acquaintances 
only) and there, both in private, the father 
ax the devil, and the woman goes quiet 
and eaſy to her houſe, where ſhe continues 
in the ſame eaſineſs till the next morning. 
Then the devil begins to trouble her again; 
and the husband ſays: O obſtinate it 
vou make all this noiſe, becauſe the hour of 
Tos beaten with the holy ſtola is near: 1 
know, that your ſpite and malice againſt the 
exorciſms of the church is great; but the 
power of them is greater than thine : Go, go 
to the father, and go through all the laſhes 
of the ſto/2. So the woman goes again to the 
father, and in this manner of life they conti- 
nue for a long while. 
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d, 1 Trrx are of theſe beata's in every convent. 

er church, not a few; for ſometimes, one of thoſe 

to exorciſts 1 fix and ſometimes ten, by 
or whom, and their husbands, he is very well 
is pay'd for the trouble of 5 every 


ay day, and for taming the Devil. But the moſt 
is W pleaſant thing among thoſe Jemoniacks, is, 
il they have different devils that trouble them; 
i- for by a ſtrict commandment of the father, 
ne they are forced to tell their names, ſo one is 
ne called Beizebub, another Lucifer, Sc. And 
ii WM thoſe devils are very jealous one of another. I 
to ſaw ſeveral times in the body of the church, 
to a battle among three of thoſe amoniachs, on 


it pretence of being in the fit of the evil ſpirit, 
as and beating one another, and cal- 

er ling one another nick-names, till the father 
did 


Y, did come with the hyſop, holy-water and the 
es ſtola to appeaſe them, and bid them to be fi- 
er lent, and not to make ſuch a noiſe in the 
et houſe of the Lo R p. And the whole matter 
es was, (as we knew afterwards) that the father 
g. exorciſt was more careful of one, than of the 
T others ; and jealouſy (which is the worſe 
t! devil) getting into their heads, they give it to 
of their reſpective devils, who, with an infernal 


1 fury, did fight one againſt another, out of pet 
0 and revenge for the ſake of their lodging- 


IC TOOM, 


70 I n the city of Hueſca, where (as they be- 
es lieve) Pon T1Uus PILATE was once pro- 
10 feſſor of law in the univerſity, and his chair, 
i- WM or part of it is kept in the biſhop's palace for 


a ſhow, and a piece of antiquity (and which 
I ſaw my ſelf) I converſed both with the fa- 
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ther evorciſt and the beata gemoniac about 
the following fact. 

Tx thing, being not publickly divulged, 
but known only by a few perſons, 1 will give 
an accotint of it under the names of the father 
Jonx and DokorHEA. This Doxor HEA, 
when 13 years old, was married againſt her 
inclinations to a tradeſman 50 years old. The 
beauty of DORO THE A, and the uglineſs of 
her husband were very much, the one admi- 
red, and the other * * by all the inha- 
bitants of the city. The biſhop's fecreta 
made the match Abd read hs ceremony 
the church, for he was the only Execator of 
her father's will and delle She Was 


known by the name of Yung nuncing eyes. 


Her usgang was jealous of her, in the high- 
eſt degree: ſhie could not go out without him, 
and ſhe ſiffered this torment for the ſpace 
of three years : She had an averſion, and a 
great antipathy againſt him. Her confeflor 
was a young, well ſhaped frier; and whether 
out of her own contrivance, er bye the frier's 
advice, one day, unexpected by her husband, 
the devil was deteQed and manifeſted in her. 
What afffiction this was to the old, amorous, 
jealous husband, is inexpreffible. The poor 
man went himſelf to the Feſnit's college, next 
to his houſe, for an exorciſt ; but the 7eſtrrre 

could not any way e e that ſpirit, to 
the great ſurpriſe of or husband and 
many others 700 who do believe: that a 7e- 


Prite can -onvimina and overcome the devil 


himfelf, and that the devils are more _ 


Ee PIO. act. 4 Bo.” cc. * 
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of a Zeſiite, than of their ſovereign prince in 


RS 


IT N E poor husband did fend for many o- 


thers, but the effect did not anſwer to the 


purpoſe; till at laſt her on confeſſor came 
to her, and after many exorciſms, and private 
prayers, ſhe was (or the devil in her) pacified 
tor a while. This was a full teſtimony of fa- 
ther Jon w's fervent zeal and virtue to the 
husband ; ſo they ſettled how the caſe was 
to be managed for the future. Frier Jo HN 
was very well recompenced upon the bargain; 
and both the Jemoniack and trier J o E N con- 
tinued in daily battle with the evil ſpirit for 
two years together. The husband began to 
ſleep quiet and eaſy, thinking that his wife 
having the devil in her body, was not able 
to be unfaithful to him; for while the ma- 
lignant torments the body, the woman faſts 
in publick and eats in private with the 
exorciſt ; and the exerciſes of ſuch Demo- 
macks are all of prayers and devotions, ſo the 
deceived husbands believe: that it is better to 
have a Demoniack wife, than one free from 
Tu exoreiſms of frierJ on x being to 
appeaſe not a ſpiritual but a material devi, 
he and Do ROTHE A were both diſcovercd, 
and found in the fact by a frier of the ſame 
onvent ; frier JonNd and DoRor HEA made 
him many preſents that he might not reveal 


the thing to the prior; however he told it 


to ſome of his friends, who were enemies to 


her Jon N, from whom I heard the flory. 


For my part, I did not believe it till frier Jon 
FED LN 
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af the Demonocks and Exorciſts. 
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was removed into another convent, and that 
Do ROTHE A left her houſe and husband 
and went after him. ; tho' the husband would 
have had it believ'd, that the, devil bad ſtoln 
his wife. Theſe are 17 effects of the re 


1 Come no- 70 perſons of publick authority, 
either iu eccleſiaſtical, civil, or military af- 
fairs, aud 70 the ladies of the 107 qualny er 
rank iu the urid, of. whoa 1 muſt beg 

Laue to tell the rruth, as. ell as the in. 
ferior people. But becatiſe the confeſſors of 

ſuch perſons art miſt . commonly eſuits, it 
may be proper ip give au account 455 Th 
fathers, their practices and lives ; 

_ evrite of them, ro. the beſt. of in aal 70 
aud een. pe J. Ng 0 8 matter. 7:0 
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Arn 5 1 in allthe Nan Canalicks an; 
tries, the Teſtu fathers arg the. teachers 
0 the Latin tongue, and to this purpoſe, 
they have in every college (ſo they call their 
convents) four large rooms, which 775 called 
the four claſſes 5 che grammar. There: is 
one teacher in each of them, The city, 
ration, or olitick bod Ppayeth tl 
or of the a, {o, for a year, and 122 65 
young. gentlemen are at no expence at all tor 
learning the Latiu tongue. The ſcholan 
lodge in town, and they go every, day, from 
4 in the. morning till . to he ae 


2 warm ;the, clock. ikes, eley 
ng, with, the four decken 19 ber ak 


© 5 Rim 
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They go at two in the afternoon, till half an 


hour after four, al] the year long, except the 
holidays, and the vacations from the fifteenth 
of Aug, till the ninth of Seprewber. As the 


four teachers receive nothing for their trou-- 
ble, becauſe the payment of the city goes to 


the community; they have contrived how to 


be recompenced for their labour: There 
were in the college of Zaragozy, when I learned 


tann, very near fix hundred ſcholars, noble- 


men, and tradeſmen's ſons, and every one 
was to pay every Saturday a teal of plate for 
the rule. There is a cuſtom, ro have a publick 
litteral act once every month, to which are in- 
vited the young gentlemen's parents, but none 
of the common people. The father rector and 
all the community are prefent, and placed in 
their velvet chafrs. To the ſplendid perform- 
ance N= 33 _ | —.— 3 
Ive yours gentlemen, and each of them is 
l Bh iber in the pulpit. They 
chooſe beſides the twelve, one ' emperor, two 
na and two pretors, which are always the 
moſt noble of the young ge tlemen: Hy 
wear crowns on their heads that day, whic 
is the diſtinguiſhing character of their learn- 
ing. The 'emperor fits under a canopy, tha 
e Mr Ke gn the kings a ſtep 
ower, and the twelve ſenators in two lines 
next to the throne. This act laſts three hours; 
and after all is over, the teachers and the fa- 
ther rector invite the nobility and the empe- 
ror, with the pretors, kings, and ſenators, tb 
the common hall of the college, to take a re- 
freſhment of the moſt nice ſweet-meats and 
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beſt liquor. The fathers of the emperor, kings, 
pretors, and ſenators, are to pay for all the 
charges and expences, which are fixed to be 
a hundred piſtoles every month: And every 
time there are new emperors, kings, c. By 
moderate computation, we were ſure, that 
out of the remainder of the hundred piſtoles a 
month, and the real of plate every week from 
each of the ſcholars, the four father teachers, 
had clear to be divided among themſelves 

every year ſixteen hundred piſtoles. 
W muſt own, that the Jeſtiits are very 
fit, and the moſt proper perſons for the edu- 
cation of youth, and that all theſe exerciſes 
and publick acts (tho' for their intereſt) are 
great ſtimulations and incitements to learn- 
ing in young gentlemen ; for one of them will 
ſtudy night and day, only to get the empty 
title of emperor, Ec. once in a month; and 
their parents are very glad to. expend eight 
£44 27785 a year, to encourage their ſons; and 
beſides that, they believe that they are under 
a great 3 to the eſuits S and 
the J7eſuits knowing their tempers, become, 
not only acquainted with them, but abſolute 
maſters of their houſes : I muſt own likewiſe, 
that I never heard any thing of any Zeſtuit 
father, againſt good manners or chriſtian.con- 
verſation ; for really, they behave them ſelves, 
as to outward a ance, with ſo great civi- 
lity, modefly, and policy, that no body has 
any thing to ſay againſt their deportment in 

the eee except ſelt-intereit and ambition. 
T ux Feſints order is the richeſt of all the 
orders in chriſtendom; and becauſe the rea- 


ſon 


| ſciences of princes, - le of pi 
| __—_— ies of the firſt rann. 


* Vide, The ſecre? imſtruftions of the Jeſuits, Cap. 13. 
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ſon of it is not well known, I will tell the 


ways by which they gather together ſo great 
treaſures every where. As they are univerſal 
teachers of the latin tongue, and have this 
opportunity to know the youth, they pitch 


upon the moſt | ingenious * young men, or 


upon ſuch as are very rich, tho' they ſhould 


not be of ſo bright a genius. They ſpare nei- 
ther time, nor perſuaſions, nor preſents to 
perſuade them to be of the ſociety of Ixsus: 
The oor and ingenious are very glad of it, 
and the noble and rich too, thinking to be 
— men upon the account of their quality: 


Thus their colleges are compoſed of learned 


and noble people. By the noble gentlemen, 
they get A 3 by the witty and ingenious; 
they ſupport their learning, and breed up 
teachers and great men, to 2 the con- 


Tn E x do not receive ladies in private in 
their colleges, but always in the middle of 
the church or chappel; they never fit down 
to hear them. They do not receive charity 
for maſſes, nor beata's, nor Jemoniacks in 
their church, (I never ſaw one there;) their 


modeſty and civil manners charm every one 


that ſpeaks with them. They are indefatiga- - 


ble in procuring the good of ſouls, and ſend- 


ing miſſionaries to- catechiſe the children in 
the country; and they have fit perſons in 
every college-for all ſorts of exerciſes, either 
of devotion, of law, or policy, Sc. They en- 
| Cat | | _._ .tertam 
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tertain no body within the gate of the college, 
10 no body knows what they do among them- 
felves. Ir it ſometimes happen, that a perſon 
doth not anfwer- their expectation, after he 
has taken the habit, they turn him out; tor 
they have fourteen years trial: But as ſoon as 
they turn him out, they underhand procure 
a handſome ſettlement for him; ſo he that 
is expelled, dareth nat to ſay any thing againſt 
them, for fear of loſing his bread. And if, 
after he is out, he behaves himſelf well, and 
gets riches, he is füre to die a eſtar. » 
IunE ARD of Den PEDRO SE OO VIA, 
who had been a'Zeftrr, and was turned out; 
but by the Zeſaurs influence, he got a pre- 
bendary in the cathedral church, and was an 
eminent preacher. He was afterwards con- 
ſtantly viſed by them, and when he came to 
die, he aſked again the habit, which waz 
ranted to him; he died a Feftiir, and by his 
death, the Zefirirs became heirs of twenty 
thoufhnd piſtoles in money and lands. 
Tux are confeſſors of kings and princes, 
of miniſters of ſtate, and-generals,. and of all 
the people of diſtinction and eſtate: So it is 
no wonder if they are maſters of the tenth 
part of the riches in every kingdom; and if 
Go o doth not put a ſtop to their covetouſ- 
neſs, it is to be fear'd, that one way or other, 
they will become maſters of all; for they . 
do not ſeek after dignities, being prohibited 
by the conſtitutions of their order to be bi- 
0 5 Pers es; it only is allowed to them 
to be cardinals, and to govern the pope by 
that means, as well as they do emperors, 
ä eee 


%% EN gan © 
| | kings, and princes, At this preſent time, all 
: the ſovereigns of Europe have Jeſiuits for 
' | their confeſſors. End War wy 15 12 1 oat 
; I x is now-high time to come to their practi- 

ces in confeſſions; and I will only ſpeak of 
thoſe I knew particularly well. 
FIRST, The reverend father NA vAsguzs, 
profeſſor of divinity in their college, was cho- 
en confeſſor of the counteſs of Fuentes, who 
was left a widow at twenty four years of age. 
This lady, as tis uſyal with perſons of qua- 
lity, kept a coach and ſervant for the father 
confeſſor. He has always a father companion 
to ſay maſs to the lady. She alloweth ſo 
| much a year to the college, and ſo much to 
her confeſſor and his companion. All perſons 
of quality have an oratory or chappel in their 
; houſes, by diſpenſation from the popeg for. 
7 which they pay a great ſum of money, Their 
| way of living is thus: In the morning they 
| | ſend the coach and ſervant to the college, moſt 
£ commonly at eleven of the clock: The father 
| goes every day at that time, tho the lords and 
| ladies do not confeſs every day; they have 
maſs ſaid at home, and after mal; the reyes. 
| rend ſtays in the ladies company till. dinner 
time: Then he goes to the college till ſix in 
the evening, and at fix goes again to ſee the 
lady or lord till eleven. What their diſ- 
courſes are, I do not know: This I know, that 
nothing is done in the family without the re- 
verend's advice and a pprobation: Thus it was. 
Vith the ceunteſs's family: The lady had no 
children, and had an eſtate of her o], of 
3000 piſtoles a year, beſides her jewels and 
F houſhold 


9 AMasTERrKEevy 
houſhold goods, which, after her death, were 
valued to 15000 piſtoles. All theſe things and 
her perſonal eſtate, were left to the Feſturs 
college, tho' ſhe had many near relations; a- | 
mong whom, I knew two young gentlemen, ſe- 
cond couſins to the counteſs, and two young | 
ladies kept in the houſe as her couſins too. | 
She had promiſed to give them a ſettlement 
ſuitable to their quality and merits ; which ] 
promiſe, the father confeſſor did confirm to a 
them ſeveral times: But the lady died, and ˖ 

both the young ladies, and the two gentlemen, ] 
were left deſtitute, tor the counteſs had for- 1 
gotten them in her laſt will; and the father 
conteflor took no notice of them afterward. l 
The two young ladies did abandon themſelves 

e 

a 

P 

t 


to all manner of pri vate plea ſures at firſt, and 
at laſt to public k wickedneſs. As to the young 
entlemen, in a feè months after the lady's 
ath, one left the city and went to ſerve the 
king, as a cadet; the other, following a licen- 


| ; 
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to their ſubſtance, every body may gueſs. 
88 Bn ror x I diſmiſs "thts ſübjest, 2 
not but take notice of a reflection upon 
confeſſors in general; and that is, that 
ſince I came to theſe northern countries, I 
have been told by gentlemen of good ſenſe 
and ſerious in their converſation, that many 
prieſts and friers were procurers (when they 
were in thoſe parts of the world) and did ſhew 
them the way of falling into the common ſin. 
It is no doubt, they know all the lewd wo- 
men by auricular confeſſion, but I could not 
believe they would be ſo villanous and baſe, as 
to make a ſhow of their wickedneſs before 
ſtrangers. This I muſt ſay in vindication of a 
oreat many of them, that they are many times 
a. ed in intrigues unknown to themſelves ; 
and they are not to be blamed, but only the 
perſons. that with falſe inſinuations do make 
them believe a lie for a truth, and this under 
a pretence of devotion. 'To clear this, I will 
rel a ſtory, which was told me by a collonel 
in the Engliſb ſervice, who lives at preſent in 
5 % EEE 2 Fe PSY 

H x ſaid to me, that an officer, a friend of 
his, was prifoner in ain. His lodgings were 
oppoſite to a counſellor's houſe. The counſel- 
lor was old and jealous ; his lady was young, 
handſome, and confined ; and the officer well 
ſhaped and very fair. The windows and bal- 
conies of the counſellor were covered with 
narrow lattices; and the officer never ſaw any 
woman of that houſe : But the lady who had 
ſeveral times ſeen him at his window, could 
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not long conceal her love; ſo ſhe: went for her 
father confeſſor and ſpoke with him in the 
— manner. My reverend father, you 
are my ſpiritual guide, and you mult prevent 
the ruin of my ſoul, reputation and quietneſs 
of my life. Over the way (ſaid ſhe). lives an 
Enugliſb officer, who is conſtantly at the win- 
dow, making ſigns and demonſtrations of 
love to me; and. tho! I very ſeldom appear in 
my balcony, for fear. of being found out by 
my ſpouſe, my waiting maid tells me, that he 
is always there. You know my ſpouſe's tem- 
per and jealouſy, and if he-obſerves the lealt 
thing in the world, I am undone for ever. 
Wherefore to put a. timely ſtop to this, I beg 
you would be ſo kind, as to go over, an 
deſire him to make no more ſigns, and that if 
he is a gentleman (as he ſeems to be) he ne- 
ver will do any thing to diſquiet a gentlewo- 
man. The credulous confeſſor, believing eve 
ſyllable, went over to the .Eng/ifh officer, an 
told him the meſſage, aſking his pardon for 
the liberty he took, which he could not avoid 
as being the lady's confeſſor. . 
T E officer, who was of a fiery temper, 
anſwer'd him in 4 ſurly manner. Hear, frier 
ſaid he to the confeſſor; go your way, and 
never come to me with ſuch falſe ſtories; | 
do not know what you mean, for I never 
ſaw any lady over the way. The poor father, 
full of ſhame and fear, took his leave, and 
went to deliver the anſwer to the lady, What, 
(ſaid ſhe) doth he deny the truth? I hope, 
- Gcd will prove my innocency before you, and 
that before two days. The father did com- 


fort 


wPOPERY. 95 
fort her, and went to his convent, The lady, 
ſeeing her deſign fruſtrated this way, did 
contrive another to let the officer know her 
inclination : So one of her ſervants wrote a 


Letter to her inthe officer's name, with many 


expreſſions of love, and deſiring her to be in 
her garden at eight in the dark evening, un- 
der afig-tree next the wall. And recommend - 
ing to her ſervant the ſecret, ſealed the letter 
directed to herſelf. Two days after ſhe ſent for 
her confeſſor again, and told him. Now, my 
reverend father, (50 D has put a letter from 
the officer into my hands, to. convince him 
and you of the truth : Pray, take the letter, 
and go to him, and if he denies, as he did 
before, ſhew him his own letter, and I hope, 
he will not be ſo bold, as to trouble me an 
more. He did it accordingly, and the Eg 
laying anſwered him as at firſt ; and as 
e flew into a paſlion, the father told him, 
Sir, ſee this letter, and anſwer me; which 
the officer reading, ſoon underſtood the mean- 
ing, and ſaid ; Now, my good father, I muſt 
own my folly, for I cannot. deny my hand- 
writing; and to aſſure you and the lady, that 
I ſhall be a quite different man for the future, 


pray tell her, that I will obey. her commands, 


and that I will never do any thing againſt her 
orders. The confeflor very oy of 10 unex- 
pected good ſucceſs (as he thought) gave the 
anſwer to the lady, adding to it; Now, ma- 


dam, you may be quiet, and without any fear, 


for he will obey you. Did not J tell you (ſaid 
ſhe) that he could not deny the fact of the 
letter? Thus the confeſſor went home, having a 


very 
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very good opinion of the lady and of the Frg- 


liſh officer too, who did not fail to go to the 
FEnNAezuons. = 3 
EER x ferious religious man will rather 


blame the wicked lady than the confeſſor F 


for the poor man (tho' he was a procurer, an 

inſtrument of bringing that intrigue to an ef- 
fect) really was innocent all the while; and 
how could he ſuſpect any thing of wantonneſs 
in a lady fo devoutly affected, and ſo watch- 


ful of the ruin of her foul, honour, and quiet- 


neſs of her life? | 


Tux confeſſors, priefts, and eſpecially 


friers, make good this ſaying among the com- 
mon prone : Fryle o Fraudè es todo uno, i. e. 


Frier or fraud is the ſame thing; for they not 
only defraud whole families, but make ufe of 
barbarous inhuman means to get the eſtates 
of many rich perſons. ' | | 


' Trax marquefs of Arino had one only 


daughter, and his ſecond brother was an Au. 
871/77: frier, under whole care the marqueſs 
left his daughter when he died. She was 
fifteen years of age, rich and handſome. Her 
uncle and guardian was at that time doctor 
and profeffor of divinity in the univerſity, and 

rior of the convent, and could not perſonally 
fake care of his niece and her family, ſo he 
deſired one of her aunts to go and hve with 
her, and ſent another frier to be like a flew- 
ard and overſeer of the houſe. The uncle was 
Avery good honeſt man, and mighty religi- 
ous. He minded more his office of a prior, 
his ſtudy and exerciſes of devotion, than the 


2 | riches, 
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riches, pomp, magnificence and vanity of 
the world; fo ſeeing, that the diſcharge of 
his duty, and being guardian of his niece: 
were inconſiſtent together, he did reſolve te 
marry her; Which he did to the baron Suel- 
ves, a young, handſome, healthy, rich gen- 
tleman: Bur he died ſeven months after his 
marriage. So the good uncle was again at the 
{ame trouble and care for his niece, who was 
lett a widow but not with child. After the 
year of her mourning was expired, ſhe was 
married to the great preſident of the coun- 
cil, who was ads afterwards great chancel- 
lor of the kingdom, but he died, leaving no 
children, The firſt and ſecond husband left 
all their eftates to her; and ſhe was reckon d 
to have eighty thouſand piſtoles in yearly rent 
and goods. A year after, Don PEDRO Ca- 
Y=iLLo, brigadier general, and general go- 
rernour of the kingdom, married her, but has 
no children by her. I left both the governour 
and his lady alive, when I quitted the coun- 


try. Now I come to the point. It was ſpeci- - 


fed in all the matches between the gentlemen 
and the lady, that if they had no ze by her, 
all her eſtate and goods fhould fall to the 
uncle as a ſecond brother of her father; and 
conſequently the convent would enjoy it. 
It was found out, but too late, that the frier 
teward, before ſhe was married, had given 
her a doſe to make her a barren woman ; and 
tho no body did believe that. the uncle had 
any hand in it, (fo great an opinion the world 

and the lady's 3 had of him) every 

= 8 body 
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body did immediatly ſuſpect the frier ſtew- 
ard, and it was confirmed at laſt by his own 
confeſſion; for being at the point of death, he 
owned the fact public kly, and his deſign in it, 
AN OTE ER inſtance. A lady of the firſt 
rank, of eighteen years of age, the only heireſs 
of a contiderable eſtate, was kept by her pa- 
rents at a diſtance from all ſorts of company, 
except only that of the confeſſor of the 
family, who was a learned and devout man: 
But as theſe reverends have always a fa- 
ther companion to aſſiſt them at home and 
abroad, many times the miſchief is con- 
trived and effected, unknown to the confeſ- 
for, by his wicked companion; ſo it hap- 
5 pened in this caſe. The fame of the extract: 
dinary beauty of this young lady was ſpread ſo 
far abroad, that the king and queen being 
in the city for eight months together, and 
not ſeeing her at their court, her majeſty one 
day, aſked her father whether he had any 
children; and when he anſwered, that he had 
only one daughter, he was deſired by the 
queen to — her along with him to court 
the next day, tor ſhe had a great. defire to 
ſee the lady. The father could not. refuſe it, 
and the next day the lady did appear at 
court, and was very much admired : A gran- 
dee (who had: then the command of. the 
army, though not of his own paſſions) ſaid, 
This is the firſt time I ever ſaw the ſuns 
mong the ſtars. The grandee began to covet 
this ineſtimable jewel; he went to viſit be 


father, but could not get fight of the ty” 
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At laſt all his endeavours being in vain, (for 
he was married) he ſent for the confeflor's 
companion, whoſe intereit and mediation he 
got by money, and fair promiſes of railing him 
to an eccleſiaſtical dignity : By this tather 
he ſent a letter to the lady, who read it, and 
by the companion's perſuaſions anſwer'd it, 
and in very few days he got her conſent to 
diſguiſe himſelf, and come to fee her along 
with the father companion; ſo one evening 
in the dark, putting on a trier's habit, he went 
to her chamber, where he was in company 
with the companion trier, who by crafty per- 
ſuaſions made the lady believe, that it ſhe 
did not conſent to every thing that the gran- 
dee ſhould deſire, her life and reputation were 
loit, Sc. In the ſame an? they ſaw one 
another feveral times to the grandee's ſatis- 
faction, and her future grief and vexation. 

In ſome few months the young lady 
began to ſuſpect ſome „ of het 
intrigue, till then ſecret; and conſulting the 
father companion upon it, he did what he 
could to prevent it,but in vain. The misfortune” 
was ſuſpeRed, and at length owned by her to 
her parents. The father died of grief in eight 
days time: And the mother went into the 
country with her daughter, till ſhe was de- 
wi ; and aiterward both mother and 
daughter retired into a monaſtery, where IT 
knew and converſed ſeveral times with them. 
The gentleman had made his will long be- 
fore, 2 which the convent was to get tho 
eſtate, in caſe that the * ſhould die with- 

| 2 | out 


r 
ä © ISS A Ar rs II ——H ns 


100 A MasTERr-KEv 
out children ; and as ſhe had taken the habit 


ot a nun, and profeſs'd the vows of religion, 
the prior was ſo avaritious, that he demanded 


_ theettate; alledging, that ſhe, being a profeſſed 


nun, could not have children; to which the 


lady reply'd, That ſhe was obliged to my 


her father's will, by which ſhe was miſtreſs 


of the eſtate during her life ; adding, that 
it was better for the father prior not to inſiſt 
on his demand, for ſhe was ruined in her re- 
putation by the wickedneſs of one of his triers; 


and: that ſhe, it preſs'd, would produce her 


child, who was the only heir of her father's 


eſtate. But the prior, deaf to her threatnings, 
did carry on his pretenſion, and by an agree- 
ment, not to make the thing .more publick 
than it was, (for very few knew the true ſtory) 
the prior got the eſtate, obliging the convent 
to give the lady and her mother, during their 


lives, 400 piſtoles every year, the whole eſtate 
being 5000 yearly rent. | | 


Of the INQUISITORS and their 


Pyactices. 


JN the time of king FERDINAND the 
1 fifth and queen ISA E L IL. a, the mix- 

ture of Fewws, Mcors, and Chriſtians was 
ſo great, the relapſes of the new converts ſo 
frequent, and the corruptions in matters of 
ws | | religion 
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religion ſo bare - faced in all. ſorts and condi- 
tions of people, that the cardinal of Spain 
thought the introducing of the inquifition 
would be the only way of ſtopping the 
courſe of wickedneſs and vice: Wherefore as 
the ſole remedy to eure the irreligious practices 


of thoſe times, the inquifition was eſta- 


bliſhed in the year 1478 in the court, and 
many other dominions of in. 

TEE cardinal's deſign, in giving birth to 
this tribunal, was only to ſuppreſs hereſies, 
and chaſtiſe many horrible crimes commit- 


ted againſt religion, vi. blaſphemy, ſodo- 


my, polygamy, ſorcery, ſacrilege and man 
we 4 whirl: re alſo puniſhed in theſe — 
doms by the prerogative court; but not by 
making uſe of ſo barbarous means as the in- 
quiſition doth. The deſign of the cardinal 
was not blameable, being in it ſelf good, and 
approved by all the ſerious devout people of 
that time; but the execution of it was not 
ſo, as it will e by and b 

I c AN only ſpeak of the inquiſition of Z4- 
ragrſa ; and as I am treating of matters of fact, 
I may tell with confid-nce what I know of it, 


being an eye witne'$ of ſeveral things done 


there. This tribunal is compoſed of three inqui- 


4 
$ 
) 
f 
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ſitors, who are abſolute judges ; for from their 
judgment there is no appeal, not even to the- 
pope himſelf, nor to a general council; aa 
doth appear from what happened in the time 
of kin pu I L1P the ſecond, when the inqui- 
ſitors having cenſur'd the cardinal.of FT 
the pope ſent for the proceſs: and ſentence, 
but the inquiſitors did not obey him; and 


the” . 
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tho' the council of Trent diſcharged the car- 
dinal, they yet inſiſted on the performance 
nd execution of their ſentence. 

TE firſt inquiſitor is a. divine, the ſe- 
cond a caſuiſt, and the third a civilian ; the 
firſt and ſecond are always prieſts, and pro- 

moted from prebends to the high dignity of 
being holy inquiſitors. The third ſometimes 
3s not a prieſt, tho? he is dreſt in a clerical 
habit. The three inquiſitors of my time were; 
Firſt, Don PE DROGUE RRE AO; Second, 
Don FERANOGISCOTORREJ ON; Third, 
Don ANTONIO AL IA GA. This tribunal 
hath a high ſheriff, and many conſtables and 
under officers, beſides the officers that belong 
do the houſe, and that live in it; They have 
likewiſe an executioner, or we may ſay, there 
are as many executioners, as officers and judges: 
Befides theſe, there are many qualiſicators and 
Jamiliares ; of which I will give an account 
by themſelves. _ rad - £06 1a. 

T nx inquiſitors have a deſpotick power 
to command every living ſoul ; and no excule 
is to be given, nor contradiction to be made 
to their orders; nay, the people have not li- 
berty to ſpeak nor complain in their misfor- 
tunes; And therefore there is a proverb which 
ſays: Con la inquiſition chiton, Do not med- 
dle with the inquiſition; or, as to the inqui- 
fition ſay nothing. This will be better under- 
flood by the following account of the method 
they make uſe of for the taking up and arreſta 
ing people, which is this. 

Wurrn the inquiſitors receive an infor- 
mation againſt any body, which is always in 
8 Pri vate, 


ing a word from any 
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ivate, and with ſuch ſecrecy that none can 
13 who the informer is; for all the in- 
formations are given in at night ; They ſend 
their officers to the houſe of the accuſed, moſt 
commonly at midnight, and in a coach: Who 
knock at the door, (all the family being in 
bed) and when ſome body aſks from the win- 
dow, Who is there? The officers ſay, The ho- 
Ay inquiſition. At this word, he that anſwer'd, 
without any delay, or noiſe, or evemthe liberty 
of giving notice to the maſter of the houſe, 
comes down to open the door. I ſay, without 
the liberty of giving any notice; for when 
the inquiſitors ſend the officers, they are aſſur d, 
by their ſpies, that the perſon is within; and 
if they do not find the accuſed, they take up 
the whole family and carry them to the inqui- 
ſition : The perſon therefore is with good rea- 
ſon afraid of making any delay in opening the 
ſtreet door. Then they go up ſtairs and arreſt 
the accuſed without laying a word, or hear- 
the family, and with 

great ſilence n him into the coach, they 
drive to the holy pri ſon. If the neighbours by 
chance hear the noiſe of the coach, they dare 
not go to the window, for it is well known, 
that no other coach but that of the inquiſition 
is abroad at that time of the night; nay, they 
are ſo much afraid, that they dare not even 
aſk their neighbours the next 3 any 
thing about it; for thoſe that talk of any 


thing that the inquiſition doth, are liable to 
undergo the ſame puniſhment, and this, may 
be, the night following. Wherefore if the ac- 
1 daughter, ſon, or father, on and 

© 10me 


cuſed be 
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ſome friends or relations go in the mornin 
to ſee that family, and atk the occaſion 0 
their tears and grief; they do anſwer, That 

their daughter was ſtoln away the night be- 
fore, or that the ſon, father, or mother (who- 
ever the priſoner be) did not come home the 


nigbt before, ang that they ſuſpect he was 
murthered, Sc. This anſwer they give, be- 


cauſe they cannot tell the truth, without ex- 
poſing themſelves to the ſame misfortune; 
and not only this, but they cannot go to the 


inquiſition to inquire for the priſoner, for 


they would be confined for that alone. This is 


the reaſon, why no body knows the perſons 


that are in the inquiſition till the ſentence is 
publiſned and executed; except thoſe prieſts 
und friers who are ſummoned to the trial. 
T E quargcators and familiareswhich are 
in the city and country, upon neceſſity, have 


full power to ſecure any perſon ſuſpected with 


the ſame ſecrecy, and commit him to the 
neareſt commiſlary of the holy office of the 
inquiſition, who is to take care to ſend him 


ſafely to the priſon : which is all done by 


night, and without any tear thar the people 

ſhould deliver the priſoner, nay or even talk 

of it. : 
 QUuALIFICATORS 


AR k thoſe, that, by order from the in- 

quiſitors, examine the crimes committed by 
the priſoners, againſt the catholick faith, and 

do give their opinions or cenſures about it, 
They are obliged to ſecrecy, as well as other . 
people. But as the number of them is great, 
= | rae 
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the inquiſitors moſt commonly make uſe of 
ten or twelve of the molt learned that are in 
the city, in difficult caſes : but this is only a 
formality ; for their opinions and cenſures are 
not regarded, -the inquifitors themſelves be- 
ing the abſolute decifive judges. The diſtin- 
guiſhing mark of a quazifcator is the croſs of 
the holy office, which is a medal of pure 
old as big as a thirteen, with a croſs in 
the middle, half white and half black, which 
they wear before their breaſt : But in publick 
functions or proceſſions, the prieſts and friers 
wear another bigger croſs of embroidery on 
their cloaks, or habits. To be a qualiſcator is 
accounted a great honout to the whole fa- 
mily and relations, for this is a publick teſti- 
mony of the old chriſtianity, and pure blood 
(as they call it) of the family. 
No nobleman covets the honour of being 
a qualificator, for they are all ambitious of 
the croſs of St. Jamrs, of Alcantara, of 
Calatrava, of Malta, and the golden Fleece, 
which are the five orders for the nobility. 
The honour of a quatijicatcr is for thoſe peo- 
ple, who, tho' their families being not well 
1 are defirous to boaſt of their antiquity 
and chriſtianifm ; tho' to obtain ſuch honour, 
they pay à great ſum of money: For in the 
firſt place, he that deſireth to be a 4Yaizzcaror, 
is to appear before the holy tribunal to make 
the publick profeſſion of the catholick faith, 
and to acknowledge the holy tribunal tor the 
ſupreme of all others, and the inquiſitors for 
his own judges. This is the firſt ſtep: After, 
he is to lay down on the _ the * 
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of his baptiſm, and the names of his parents 
for four generations; the towns: and places 
of their former habitations; and two hundred 
piſtoles for the expences in. taking informa- 
tions. 'T'his done, he goes home till the inqui- 
fitors ſend for him; and if:they do not ſend 
for him in fix. months time, he loſeth the 
money and all.hopes.ot ever getting the croſs 
of quali, cator; and this happens very often 

for the reaſons L ſhall preſently give. 
Tux inquiſitors ſend their commiſſaries 
into all- the places of the new proponant's 
anceſtors, where they may get ſome account 
of their lives and converſations, and of the 
urity of their blood, and that they never were 
mixed with Fez families, nor hereticks, 
and that they were old chriſtians. Theſe ex- 
aminations are performed in the moſt rigorous 
and fevere manner that can be; for if any of 
the informers and witneſſes are found in a falti- 
ty, they are put into the inquiſition : Every 
body therefore gives the report concerning the 
family in 2 with great caution, to the 
beſt of his knowledge and memory. When the 
commiſſaries have taken the neceſſary infor- 
mations with witneſſes of a good name, they 
examine the pariſh-book, and take a copy of 
the anceſtors names, the year and day of their 
baptiſms, the year and day of their marriages, 
and the year, day and place of their burials. 
The commiſſaries then return to the inqui- 
ſitors with all the examinations, 0 
proofs and convictions of the purity and an- 
eient chriſtianity of the proponant's families 
for four generations; and being again exa- 
3& mined 


before. the aſſembly o 
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mined by the three inquiſitors, if they find 
them real and faithful, they then ſend the 
commiſſaries to inquire into the character, 
lite and converſation of the poſtulant or de- 
manding perſon, but in this point the com- 
miflaries paſs by many perſonal failings ; ſo 
when the report is given to the holy inqui- 
ſitors they ad for the foſtulant, and exa- 
mine him concerning matters oß faith, the 
holy ſcripture, the knowledge of the ancient 
fathers ot the church, and ſome moral caſes ; 
all which is but meer formality, for the ge- 


nerality of the holy fathers themſelves do not 


take much pains, in the ſtudy of thoſe things; 
and therefore the poſtulaut is not afraid of 


their nice queſtions, nor very follicitous how 


to reſolve them! 

WE N the examination is over, they or- 
der the ſecretary to draw the patent of the 
grant of the holy croſs to ſuch a one, in re- 
gard to his family's old purity of blood and 
chriſtianity, and to his. perſonal parts and re- 
ligious converſation ; certifying. in the patent, 
that for four generations paſt, none of his fa- 
ther's or mother's relations were at all ſuſpected 
in points concerning the Holy carl olick Roman 


faith, or mixt with i, or heretical blood. 


T n x: day following, the poſtulant appears 

F ualificators in the hall 
of the inquiſition, and the firſt inquiſitor ce- 
lebrates the maſs aſſiſted by two qualifcators 
as deacon and ſubdeacon. One of the oldeſt 


brethren preacheth a ſermon on that occaſion, 


and, when the maſs is over, they make a ſort 
of proceſſion in the ſame hall, and after 3 
"x 
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the inquiſitor gives the book of the age to 


the poſtulant, and makes him take the uſual 


oaths ; which done, the DO on his knees 
a 


receiveth the croſs or medal from the hands 
of the inquiſitors, who, with a black ribbon, 
ut it on the poſtulant's neck, and begins to 


ing Te Deum, and the collect of thanks, 


which is the end of the ceremonies. Then 
all the aſſiſtant qualificarors congratulate the 
new. brothef, and all $0 up to the inquifitor's 


appartmenr to drink chocolate, and after that, 


every one to his own dwelling 3 ee 
TEE new qrnalificator dineth with the in- 
quiſitors that day, and after dinner the ſecre- 


tary brings in a bill of all the fees and expen- 


ces of the informations; which he muſt clear 
before he leaves the inquiſition. Moſt com- 
monly the whole comes to four hundred pi- 
ſtoles, including the two hundred he gave in 
. the beginning; but ſometimes it comes to a 
thouſand piſtoles to thoſe whoſe anceſtors 
families were out of the kingdom, for then 
the commiſfaries expend a great deal more: 
And if it happen they find the leaft ſpot of 
Jezwanſm, or Riefy in ſome relation of the 
family, the commiſſaries do not proceed any 


farther in the examinations, but come back a- 


gan. to the. inquiſition immediately; and 
then the F oſtulant is never fent for by the in- 
n who keep the two hundred piſtoles 
J „„ 


. 


* *} 


F A MI- 


Pp A ©& — pl 2 — a aA a. 


ry 


Ci 


N 


w Wo %PF phy WW a WW „ 8 * 
? - 


oi 0 4, 6: *. C7 0:5 


70 POPERT. 109 5 


FAMILIARE S 


ARE always lay-men, but of good ſenſe 
and education. Theſe wear the ſame croſs, 
and for the ganting of it the inquiſitors receive 
the ſame informations and proofs, as they 
have for quatificators. The honour and pri- 
vileges are the ſame; for they are not ſubject 
but ta the tribunal of the inquiſition. Their 
buſineſs however is different ; for they are 
only employ'd in gathering together and in- 
quiring after all books againſt the catholick 
faith, and to watch the actions of ſuſpected 
people. They take __ ſometimes into the 
country, but then they do not wear their croſs 
openly, till occafion requires it. They inſinu- 
ate themſelves into all companies, and they 
will even ſpeak againſt the inquiſition, and 
againſt Religion, to try whether the people 
are of that ſentiment; in ſhort, they are ſpies 
of the inquiſitors. They do not pay ſo much 
as the qualiſicators for the honour ot the croſs, 
but they are obliged to take a turn now and 
then into the country at their own expences. 
They are not ſo many in number as the gu- 
li:cators, for in a trial of the inquiſition where 
all ought to be preſent, I did reckon one 
hundred and fixty, and twice as many 414417- 
tors. I ſaw the lift of them both, . e. of the 
whole kingdom of Aragon, wherein are -4!14- 
lifcati ys of the ſecular prieſts 243, and of 
the regular 406, familiarts 28. 

TRE royal caſtle, formerly the palace of 
the kings of Aragon 1 Hjafeèria, was 


given 
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given to the inquiſitors, to hold their tribunal | 


there and priſon too. 'The beſt apartments 
were for the three my es and their fami- 


lies, the reſt for the ſheriff and ſubaltern of- 


ficers : It is a muſket-ſhot diſtant from the ci- 


ty on the river fide. But after the battle of 
Almanza, when the duke of Orleans came as 
generaliſſimo of the Saniſo and French ar- 
my, he thought that place neceſſary to put a 
ſtrong garriſon in; ſo he made the marqueſs 
DE TO RSV Governour of the Fort of Aija- 
feria, and turned out the inquiſitors, who be 
ing obliged, by ſorce, to quit their apartments, 
they took a large houſe near the Carmolites 
Convent; but two e after, finding that 
the place was not ſafe enough to keep the 
priſoners in, they removed to the palace of 
the Earl of Tuentes in the great ſtreet called 
Coſo, put of which they were turned by Mon- 
ſieur DE LEGAL, as I ſhall tell by and by. 


The Form of their publick Triad. 


1 F A trial is to be made publickly in the hall 
of the holy office, the inquiſitors ſummon 
two prieſts out of every pariſh church, and 
two regular prieſts out of every convent : 
All the quaiizcatcrs and famil:ares; that are in 
the city; the ſheriff and all the under officers, 
All theſe meet at the common hall, on the day 
appointed for the trial, at ten in the morning, 
The hall is hung in black without any win- 
dows, or light, but what comes in thro the 
door. At the front there is an image of our 
5 SAVIO 9 
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SAVIOUR on the croſs under a black velvet 
canopy, and fix candleſticks with fix thick 
yellow wax candles on the altar's table: At 
one ſide there is a pulpit with another candle, 


where the ſecretary reads the crimes ; three 


cha rs tor the three inquiſitors ; and round a- 
bout the hall, ſeats and chairs for the ſum- 
moned prieſts, friers, familiares, and other of- 
ficers. 1 3 
WEN the inquiſitors are come in, an un- 
under officer crieth out, Sience, Silence, Si tience; 
rhe holy fathers are coming : and from that 
time till all is over no body ſpeaks, nay, nor 
ſpits, and the thought of the place puts every 
body under reſpeR, fear, and attention. The 
holy fathers, with their hats on their heads, 
and ſerious countenances, go and knee! down 
before the altar, when the firſt inquiſitor be- 
gins to give out: Yen Creator Spiritiis, men- 
tes tus rum viſita, And the congregation ſing 
the reſt, and the collect being ſaid by him alſo, 
every body ſits down. The ſecretary then 
goes up to the pulpit, and the holy father rings 
a ſmall filver bell, which is the fignal for 
bringing in the criminal. What is done after- 
ras, will be known by the following trials, 
at which I was preſent, being one of the young- 
eſt prieſts of the cathedral, and therefore 555 
liged to go to theſe diſmal tragadies; in 
which the firſt thing, after the criminal comes 
in, and kneels down before the inquiſitors, 
is to / receive a ſevere correction from the firſt 
inquiſitor, who meaſures it according to che na- 
ture of the crimes EN the criminal; 


* 
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of which, to the beſt of my memory, I will 
give an account in the firſt trial. 


le. 


* O* the reverend father Jos xt PH S1I- 
VESTBRE, Frauciſcan frier; and the 
mother MARY of JES usS, abbeſs of the 
monaſtery of Epila, of Franciſcan nuns. Fa- 
ther Jos EH was a tall luſty man 40 years 
of age, and had been 12 years profeſſor 975 phi- 
loſophy and divinity in the great convent of 
St. Francis,” Sor Mary was 32 years old, 
very witty, and of an agreeable countenance. 
Theſe two criminals were dreſt in brown 
gowns,” painted all over with flames of fire, re- 
preſenting hell; a thick rope tied about their 
necks, and yellow wax candies in their hands, 
Both in this dull appearance came, and pro- 
ſtrated themſelves at the inquiſitors feet, and 
the firſt holy father began to correct them in 

the following words, 174 
Uwe rx creatures, how can onr Catho- 
lick Roman Faith Le 1 fire, tf theſe 
ho by their office ana miniſtry ought to re- 
commend its obſervance in the moſt earneſt man- 
ner, are not only the firſt, but the greateſt tranſ- 
greſſors of it? Zhou that teacheſt another, net 
70 ſteal, not to commit fornication, di ſt thou 
cal aud commit ſacrilege, which is worſe than 
fornication? In theſe things we could ſhew you 
pity and compaſſion ; but as do the anden ie 
0 


PR 
* — 


* 


Sor is a title given to the nuns, whith anſwers 10 ſi- 
ſter, as coming from the latin Soror, 


ill 


afterward, all this zeal of theirs did appear to 


the reſpect due to us the juages of the holy tri- 
bunat, wwe cannot; therefore your ſentence is 
pronounced by theſe holy fathers of pity ana 
compaſſion, the lords inquiſiters, as you ſpall 
hear now, aud afterwards undergo. ws 

SoR MARV was in a flood of tears; but 
father Jos E H, who was a learned man, 
with great boldneſs and aſſurance ſaid, What: 
do you call yourſetves holy fathers of pity ana 
ccrpaſſicn ? I ſay unto you, that yon are three 
devils on earth, fathers cf all manner of miſe 
chief, barbarity, aud lexedneſs, No inquiſi- 
tors were ever treated at ſuch a rate before, 
and we were thinking, that frier Jos ER 
was to ſuffer fire, for this high affront to them. 
But Don PE DROGVUE RRE Ro firſt judge, 
tho' a ſevere haughty paſſionate man, ordered 


only a Rap, or bit of a bridle to be put in his 


mouth; but frier Jos E R, flying in a fury, 
ſaid, IAeſpiſè all your terments, for my crimes 
are nit againſt au, Wut againſt Go D, , who 15 


the culy judge of my c:nſcience, and yout ao et 


worſe things, &c. 
I' x x inquiſitors ordered him to be car- 
ried to priſon, while the crimes and ſentence 
were reading. So he was carried in, and the 
nun with great humility heard the accuſation 
and ſentence. i Lo | „. Wut 
Tu k ſecretary, by order, began to read. 
1/t. That frier Jos KY was made father 
confeſſor, and for Ma ry mother abbeſs. 
That in the beginning they ſhewed a great ex- 
ample of humility, and virtue to the nuns; but 


be 


1 . 
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of rhe expreſs cmmandments ¶ our church, and 
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be meer hypocriſy, and a cover for their wicked 
actions; tor as ſhe had a grate in the wall of 
frier Jos EY B's room, they both did eat in 

3 and fait in publick: That the ſaid 
frier JOSE. n was found in bed with for 
Ma Rx by ſuch a nun, and that ſhe was 
found with child, and took a remedy to pre-, 
vent the publick proof of it. That both frier 
Jos ER, and ſor MAR had robbed the 
treaſure of the convent; and that one day, 
they were contriving how to $0 away into ano- 
ther country, and that they had ſpoken in an 
irreverent manner of the pope and inquiſitors. 

'Tn1s was the whole accuſation againſt 
them, which frier Jos Et p nandſorMany 
had denied before, ſaying it was only hatred . 
and malice of the informers againſt them, and 
defired the witneſſes to be produced before 
them; but this being againſt the cuſtom of the 
holy office, the holy fathers pronounced the 
ſentence, vis. That frier Jo SE H ſhould be 
deprived of all the honours of his order, and 
of active and paſſive voice, and be removed 
to a country convent, and be whipped three 
times a week, for the ſpace of fix weeks. That 
ſor MAR ſhould be deprived of her abbacy, 
and removed into another monaſtery : This 
puniſhment being only for their audacious and 
unreſpectful manner of talking againſt the 
pope and inquiſitors. 25 

IN DE E D by this ſentence we did believe, 
that the crimes they were charged with, were 
only an invention of the malicious nuns; but 
poor wy SE F H did ſuffer for his indiſcre- 
tion; for tho'the next day the inquiſitors gave 
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out that he eſcaped out of the priſon, we did 
really believe he had been ſtrangled in the in- 
quiſition. | | of 
THIS was the firſt trial I was preſent at, 
and the ſecond was that of MARY GUER- 
R E R o, and frier MICHAEL NAvaA RR o, 
of which I have ee given an account, 
pag. 71. After theſe two trials the inquiſitors 
were turned out by monfieur DE LEGAL, 
and for eight months we had no inquiſition. 
How this thing happened is worthy of Ob- 
ſervation : therefore f all give a particular 
account ot it, that I may not deprive the pub- 
lick of ſo pleaſant a ftory. | 
In 1706, after the battle of 4/27nz4, the 
Spaniſh army being divided into two bodies, 
one of them went thro” the kingdom of Y2len- 
cia to the frontiers of Catalunia commanded b 
the duke of Berwick ; and the hf 
of the French auxillary troops, 14000 in num- 
ber, went to the conqueſt of Ar42goz, whole 
inhabitants had declared themſelves for king 
CHARLES III. The body of Frenchtroops 
was commanded by his highneſs the — 2 
of Orleans, who was the generaliſſimo of 
the whole army. Before he came near the 
city, the magiltrates went to meet him and 
ottered the Leys of the city ; but he refuſed 
them, ſaying, he was to enter it thro” a breach; 
ſo he did, treating the people as rebels to their 
lawful king: And when he had ordered all 
the civil, and military affairs of the city, he 
went down to the frontiers of Catalonia, leaving 
his lieutenant- general, monſieur = Jork E- 
V.1LLE governor of the town. But this go- 
„ | vernor 
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vernor being a mild temper'd man, was loth 
to follow the orders left him, as to the contri- 
bution money: Wherefere he was called to 
the army, and the liecutenant-general monſieur 
DE LEG AL came in his place. The city 
was to pay 1000 crowns a month, for the duke's 
table, and every houſe a iſtole; which- by 
computation made up the fum ot 18000 pi- 
ſtoles a month, which were paid eight months 
e beſide this, the convents were to pay 
a 4cnarive, or gitt proportionable to their rents. 
The College of 7eſi75s was charged 2000 pi- 
ſtoles ; the Deminicans 1000, Auguſtins 1000, 


Carmelites 1000, Oc. Monſieur DE LEGAL 


ſent firſt to the edits, who refus'd to pay, 
ſaying, that it was againſt the eccleſiaſtical 
immunity: Eut LE 6 a L not acquainted with 
thoſe ſorts of excuſes, ſent four companies of 
grenadiers to quarter in their college at diſ- 
cretion: The father ſent immediately an ex- 
preſs to the king's father confeſſor, who was 
a Jeſiuit, with complaints about the cafe: But 


the grenadiers did make more expedition in 


their plundering and mi ſchiefs, than the courier 
did in his journey. So the fathers, ſeeing the 
damage all their goods had already received, 
and fearing ſome violence upon their treaſure, 


went to pay monſieur Lx G6 AL the 2000 pi- 


ſtoles as a onàti ve. E: 
Nx xr to this he ſent to the domrmnicans. 


The friers of this order are all familiares of 


the holy office, and depending upon that, they 
did excuſe themſelves in a very civil manner, 
ſaying, they had no money, and if monſieur 
DE LEGAL had a mind to inſiſt upon 78 

| | | | e 
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demand of the 1000 piſtoles, they could not 
ay them, without ſending to him the filver 
x Baltes of the ſaints. The friers thought by 
this to frighten monſieur E LEGAL, and 
if he ſhouid be ſo reſolute, as to accept the 
_ 0 ſend the ſaints in a proceſſion, 2 
raiſe the le, crying out hereſy, hereſy. 
DELE O e the ien that he 
was oblig d to obey the duke's orders, and ſo 
he would receive the ſilver ſaints: All the 
friers then in a ſolemn proceſſion and with 
lighted candles in their hands, carried the 
ſaints to the governor LEO AL: And as ſoon 
as he heard of this publick devotion of the 
friers, he ordered immediately four eompanies 
of grenadiers to line the ſtreets on both ſides 
before his houſe, and to keep their fuſies in 
one hand, and a lighted candle in the other, 
to receive the ſaints with the ſame devotion 
and veneration. Tho' the friers endeavour d 
to raiſe the people, no body was ſo bold as to 
expoſe himſelf to the army, there being 8 Re- 
giments left to keep the mob in ſubjection. 
LEGAI. received the ſaints, and ſent them 
to the mint, promiſing the father prior to give 
bim what remained above the 1000 piſtoles. 
The friers being diſappointed in their project 
of raiſing the people, went to the inquiſitors to 
defire them to releaſe immediately thiieſilinty 
out of the mint, by excommunicating mon- 
ſieur DOE LEGAL, which the inquiſitors did 
upon the ſpot; and the excommunication be- 
ing drawn and figned, they gave ſtrict orders 
to their ſecretary to go and read it before mon- 
ſieur pz LE O AI; which he did — 
„% To nd 
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And monſieur the governor, far from fly ing 
into a paſſion, with a mild countenance took 
the paper from the ſecretary, and ſaid, pray 
tell your maſters the inqui ſitors, that I, will an- 
ſwer them to morrow morning. The ſecre- 
tary. went away, fully ſatisfied with LE 6 a L's 
civil behaviour. The ſame minute, without 
reflecting upon any conſequence, he called his 
own ſecretary, and bid him to draw a copy of 
the excommunication, putting out the name of 
LEGAL and inſerting in its place, 7 he holy 
Ingiuiſitors. The next morning he gave orders 
for four regiments to be ready, and ſent them 
along with his ſecretary to the inquiſition, with 
command to read the excommunication to the 
inquiſitors themſelves, and if they made the 
leaſt noiſe, to turn them out, open all the pri- 
ſons, and quarter two regiments there. He 
was not afraid of the people, for the duke took 
away all the arms {rom every individual per- 
ſon, and commanded on pain of death, that 
no body ſhould keep but a ſhort ſword; and 
beſides four regiments were under arms to pre- 
vent all {fort of tumult and diſturbance :. His 
ſecretary went and performed the governor's |ff} 
orders. The inquiſitors were never more ſur- 
ized, than to ſee themſelves excommuni- | | | 
cated by a man that had no authority for it; 1 
and reſenting it, they began to cry out: War | 
againſt the Heretic DE LEG AL, this is a 
publick inſult againſt our carbciick, faith. To 
which the ſecretary anſwer d, holy, inquiſitors, 
the kiag wants this houſe to quarter his troops 
in, ſo walk out immediately; and as t hey con- 
tinued in their exclamations, he took the in- 
n . quiſitors 


— 
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quiſitors with a ſtrong guard and carried them 


to a private houſedeiiin'd for them; but find- 
ing themſelves under military diſcipline, they 


. begg'd leave to take their goods along with 


— 


them; which was immediately granted: and 
the next day, they ſet out for Madrid to com- 
plain to the king, who gave them this ſlight 
anſwer. I am very ſorry for it, but I cannot 


Help it; my Crownis in danger, and my grand- 
father aefenas it, and this is a0ne by his troops; 
if it had been aone by my troops, I ſpoula apply 


a ſpeedy remeay : But you miſt have patience 
till things take another turn. And the inqui- 
ſitors were obliged to have patience for eight 
months. 12 80 9 | | 
Tn x ſecretary of monſieur D x LEGAL, ac- 
cording: to his orders, opened the doors of all 
the priſons, and then 4 wickedneſs of the 
inquiſitors was detected; for four hundred pri- 
ſoners got liberty that day, and among them 
ſixty young women were found very well dreſt, 
who were in all appearai ce, the three inqui- 
ſitors ſeragho, as ſome of them did own after- 


wards. - But this diſcovery, ſo dangerous to 
the holy tribunal, was in ſome meaſure pre- 


vented by the archbiſhop, who went to defire 
monſieur DE LEGAL to ſend thoſe women 
to his-palace, and that his grace would take 


care of them; and in the mean time, he or- 


dered an eccleſiaſtical cenſur> to be publiſhed 
againſt thoſe that ſhould defame by groundleſs 
re ports the holy office of the inquiſition. The 
overnor anſwer'd his grace, he would give 
im all the aſſiſtance he could; but as to the 
young women it was not in his power, the 
. | officers 
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officers having hurried them away; and in- 


deed it was not; for as it is not to be ſuppoſed 


that the inquiſitors, having the abſolute power 


to confine in their ſergio whomever they had 
a fancy for, would chooſe ordinary girls, but 
the beit and hand ſomeſt of the city: So the 
French officers were all glad of getting ſuch fine 
miſtreſſes, and immediately took them away; 
knowing very weil they would follow them ro 
the endof the world ior tear of being confined 


again. In my travels in France afterwards 1 
met with one of thoſe women at Rorchforr in 
the ſame inn I went to lodge in that night, who 


had been brought there by the ſon of the maſter 


of the inn, formerly lieutenant in the French 


ſervice in ain, who had married her for her 


extraordinary beauty and good parts. - She was 
the daughter of counellor BALAEBRI OA, 
and I knew her be.ore ſhe was taken up by 
the inquiſitors orders, but we thought ſhe was 


ſtoln by ſome officer; for ſo it was given out 


by her father, who died of grief and vexation, 


without the comfort of opening his trouble, 


nay, even to his confeſſor: So great is the fear 


of the inquiſitors there. 5 

1 w a 8v:*ry glad to meet one of my country- 
women in my travels; and as ſhe did not re- 
member me, —— then di gui ſed as an officer; 
I reſolved to ſtay there the next day, to have 
the ſatisfaction of converſing with her, and ha ve 
d full. account of what we could not know in 
Zaragcſa,tor fear of ircurting the ecc leſiaſtical 
cenſure publiſhed by the archbiſhop. Now 
my converſation with her being neceſſary to 


diſcover the roguery of the inquiſitors, it may 


0 
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not be improper to divert the reader with 
it. 5 3 
MR. FA uLC Au my country-woman's 
husband was then at Paris, and tho' her fa- 
ther and mother-in-law were continually at 
home, they did not miſtruſt me, I being a 
countryman of their daughter-in-law 3 ſhe 
freely came to my room at any time; and as 1 
was deſiring her not to expoſe herſelf to any 
uneaſineſs on my account, ſhe anſwer'd me; 
Captain, we are now in France, not in Zara- 
goſa, and we enjoy here all manner of freedom; 
ſo you may be eaſy on that point, for my fa- 
ther and mother-in-law have ordered me to be 
obliging to you, nay, and to beg the favour of 
you to take your repoſe here this week, if your 
buſineſs permit it, and to be pleaſed to accept 
a ſmall entertainment they have provided as a 
token of their eſteem of me and a gentleman 
of my country. If it had not been for my con- 
tinual fear of being diſcovered, I would have 
accepted the offer; but I thank'd her, and 
begged her to return my hearty acknowledge- 
ment to the gentleman and lach of the houſe, 
and to tell them that I was very ſorry my preſ- 
ſing buſineſs at Paris ſhould hinder me from 
enjoying ſo. agrecable company: But if my 
buſineſs was ſoon diſpatched at Paris, at my 
return, I ſhould make a halt there, may befor a 
fortnight. Mrs. Fa uLC Au r was very much 
concern'd at my haſte to go away; and ſhe 
made me promiſe to come back again that 
way: Amidſt theſe compliments ſupper came 
in, and we went to it, the old man and woman, 
their daughter and I; none but Mrs, F a u- 
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c Avr could ſpeak Spaniſh, fo ſhe was my 


Interpreter, for ] could not ſpeak French. At- 
ter ſupper the landlord and landlady left us 
alone, and I began to beg of her the favour 


to tell me the accident of her priſon, of her 


ſufferings in the inquiſition, and of every thing 
relating to the holy office; and fear not ( ſaid ]) 
for here is no inquiſition, ſo you may ſafely 
open your heart to a countryman of yours. I 
wil, with all my heart, {aid ſhe, and to ſatisfy 
your curioſity, I ſhall begin with the occaſion 
of my impri ſonment, which was as follows. 


I wz N r one day with my mother to viſit | 


the counteſs of ArTARESSs, and I met 
there Don FRaAncisco TORREIJON 
her confeſſor, who was ſecond inquiſitor of the 
holy office: After we had drunk chocolate, 
he asked me my age, and my confeſſor's name, 
and ſo many intricate queſtions about religion, 
that I could not anſwer him: His ſtern coun- 
tenance did frighten me, and as he perceived 
my fear, he defired the counteſs to tell me 
that he was not ſo ſevere as I took him to be; 
after this he careſſed me in the moſt obligin 
manner in the world; he gave me his HT 
which I kiſſed with greatreſpe& and modeſty; 
and when he went away, he ſaid to me; My 
dear child, I ſhall remember yen till the next 
time. I did not apprehend the ſenſe of the 
words; for I was uncxperienced in matters of 
gallantry, being but fifteen years old at that 
time. Indeed he did remember me, for the 
very night following, when we were in bed, 
hearing a hard knocking at the door, the maid 


that 
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chat lay in the ſame room where my bed was, 
went to the window, and asking who was 
there? I heard ſay; The holy inquiſition. 1 
could not forbear crying out; Father, father, 
Jam ruin d for ever. My dear father got up - 
and inquiring what the matter was, I anſwer d 
him with tears, The Inquiſition ;- and he, 
for fear that the maid. ſhould not open the 
door as quick as ſuch. a caſe requir'd, went 
himſelf, as another AER AHA, to open 
the door and to offer his dear daughter to the 
fire of the inquifitors; and as I did not ceaſe 
to cry out, as if I was a mad girl, my dear fa- 
ther, all in tears, did put in my mouth a bit 
of a bridle to ſhew his obedience to the holy 


office, and his zeal for the catholick faith, 


for he thought I had committed ſome crime 
againſt religion; the officers, giving me but 
time to put on my petticoat and a mantle, 
took me down into the coach, and without 

iving me the ſatisfaction of embracing my 

ear father and mother, carried me into the 
inquiſition: I did expect to die that very 


t ʒ but when they carried me into a no- 


ble room, well furniſned and an excellent 


bed in it, I was quite ſurpriſed. The officers 
left me there, * immediately a maid came 
in with a ſalver of {weet-meats and cinnamon- 
water, deſiring me to take ſome refreſnment 


before I went to bed: I told her I could not, 


but that I ſhould be obliged to her, if ſhe 
could tell me whether I was to die that night 
or not. Die! ſaid ſhe, you 40 not came here 
to are, but to live like a Princeſs ; and 
palkawant nothing iu NG but the * 
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¶ going out; and now fray mind nothing, | 


but go to bed, and ſeep eaſy, for to morrow yuu 
fall fee wonaers in this houſe; and as I am 
choſen to be your waiting-marid, I hope you 
will be very kind to me. I was going to alk 
her ſome queſtions, but ſhe told me; Madam, 
1 have not leave to tell you any thing elſe till 
to murriow, only that no body ſhall come to diſ- 
tro you; Tam now going about ſome buſi- 
neſs, and will come back Freſently, fer my bed 


ts in the cloſet near your bed. She left me 


there for a quarter of an hour. The great 
amazement [ was in took away all my ſenſes, 
or the free exerciſe of them; tor I had not li- 
berty to think of my parents, and friends, 
nor of the danger that was ſo near me. In 
this ſuſpenſion of thought, the waiting-maid 
came, lock'd the chamber-door after her, and 
ſaid ; Madam, let us go to bed, ani only tell 
me at what time in the morning will you have 


the chccolatè reudy. I aſked her name, and ſhe 


told me, it was Many. MAR v, for God's 
fake, ſaid I, tell me whether I come to die, or not. 


] have toli you, Madam, that you come, ſaid 


the, 10 live as one of the happieſt creatures in 
_ the d orld. And as ] obſerved her reſerved- 
neſs, I did not aſk her any more queſtions : 
So recommending myſelf to Gon Almighty 
and to our Lady of Pilar; and preparing 
my ſelf to die, I went to bed; but could not 
ſleep one minute. I was up with the day, but 
Maxy ſlept till fix of the clock : Then 
ſhe roſe, and wondering to fee me, ſaid to 
me, Pray, Madam, will you arink checolate 
now ? Do *r/haz you plenſe, ſaid I. Then 3 
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with a filver plate with two cups of chocolate 


and ſome biſcuits on it. I drank one cup, and 


defired her to drink the other, which ſhe did. 


Well, MAR x, faid I, can you give me any 


account of the reaſon of my being here? Not 


yet, Madam, ſaid ſhe, Hut only have patience 
for à little while. With this anſwer ſhe left 
me, and an hour after came again with two 
baskets, with a fine holland ſhift, a holland 


under petticoat with fine lace round about it; 


two filk petticoats, and a little Spaniſy waſt- 
coat with a gold fringe all over it; with combs 
and ribbons, and every thing ſuitable to a la- 
dy of higher quality than I: But my greateſt 
ſurpriſe was to ſee a gold ſnuff-box with the 


picture of Don FrRANcisco Torrtjon in 


it : Then I ſoon underſtood the meaning of my 
confinement. I conſider'd therefore with myſelf, 
that to refuſe the prefent would be the occa- 
ſion of my immediate death, and to accept of 
it was to give him even on the firſt day too 
great encouragement againſt my honour. But 
I found, as I thought then, a medium in the 
caſe ; ſo I ſaid, MAR v, pray give my ſervice 


_ t0DonFrAncisco ToRREFON, and tell him, 


that as Icould not bring my clothes along with 
me laſt night, honeſty permits me-to accept of. 
thoſe clothes which are neceſſary to keep me 
decent; but ſince I take no ſnuff, I beg his 
loradſpip to excuſe me, if I do not accept this 
box. MAR went to him with this anſwer, 


and came again with a picture nicely ſet in 
gold with four diamonds at the four c_—_ 
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left me Ff an hour alone, and came back 
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of it, and told me, that his lordſhip was 


miſtaken, and that he deſired me to accept 
that picture, which would be a great favour 
to him; and while I was thinking with my 
ſelf what to do, MAR x, ſaid to me; Pray, 
Madam, take my poor advice; accept the pi- 
cttere and every thing that he ſends to you; jor 


conſiaer, that if you do not conſent and com- 
by with every thing that he has @ mind for, 


you will ſoon be pur to death; and no body 


n defend you ; but if you are obliging aud 


Lind to him, he is a very complai ſunt and a- 


. greeable gentleman, and will be a charining 


lover : and you will be here like a queen, aud 


he will give you another apartment with a fine 


garden, many young ladies ſhall come to 


viſit you : I therefore agviſe you, to ſend a ci- 
vil anſwer to bim, aud. defire a viſit from him; 


or eiſe you witt ſoon begin to repent your. (elf. 
O acar Gop, ſaid I, 1 3 
honour without any VI oppoſe bi 


1 
eſire, he, by force, will obtain it : And 
fall of 


Ibid MA= X to give him 
what anſwer ſhe thought fit : She was very 
glad of my humble ſubmiſſion, and went to 
give Don FRxanGisco my anſwer. She 
came back a few minutes after, all.overjoy'd 
to tell me, that his lordſhip would henour me 
with his company at ſupper, and that he 
could not come ſooner on 2 of ſome 
buſineſs that call'd him abroad; but in the 
mean time he deſired me to mind nothing, 
but how to divert my ſelf, and to give to 


Man x, my meaſure for ann 
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and order her to bring me every thing I could 
wiſh for: MAR v added to this ; Madam, 1 
may call you now my miſtreſs, and miſt tell 
you, that ] have been in the holy office theſe 
fourteen years, and I know the cuſtoms of it very 
avell ; bus becauſe ſilence is 1mpoſed upon me un- 
der pain of death, Icaunot tell you any thing but 
what concerns your perſon ; ſo in the firſt place, 
Ao not op poſe the hely father's willand pleaſure: 
Secondly, af you [ee ſumè youmg ladies here, ne- 
ver ask them the occaſion of their being here, 
nor any thing of their buſineſs, neither will 
they ask you any thing of this nature, and take 
care not to tell them any thing of your being 
here ; you may come, aud divert your ſelf with 
them at ſuch hours as are appointed; you ſball 
have muſick, amd all ſorts of recreations ; three 
days hence you ſhall dine with them, they are 
all ladies of quality, young, and merry; and 
this is the beſt of lives; you will not long for 
going abroad, you will be ſo well diverted at 
home; and when your time is expired, then the 
Holy fathers will ſend you ont of this country, 
and marry you to ſome nobleman. Never men- 
tion the name of Don FRANCI18C0, un your 
name to any: If pot ſee here ſome young ladies 
of your ac pmaintance in the city, they never 
will rake notice of your formerly knowing each 
other; they will tatkh with you of indifferent 
matters, therefore do you take care not to (peak 
any thing of your family. All theſe things 
together made me aſtoniſhed,” or rather ſtu- 
pified, and the whole ſeemed to me a piece 
of enchantment ; ſo that I could not imagine 
what to think of it. With this leſſon ſhe left 


me, 


— 
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me, and told me, ſhe was going to order my 
dinner; and every time ſhe went out ſhe. 
lock'd the door after her. There were but two 


high windows in my chamber, and I could 
ſee nothing through them ; but examining 


the room all over, I found a cloſet with all 


ſorts of hiſtorical and prophane books, and 
every thing neceſſary for writing. So I ſpent 
my time till the dinner came, in reading ſome 
diverting amorous ſtories, which was a great 
ſatisfaction to me. When MAR v came with 
the things for the table, I told her that I was 
inclined to ſleep, and that I would rather ſleep 
than go todinner ; then ſhe aſked me, whether 
ſhe ſhould awaken me or not, and at what time ; 


two hours hence, ſaid I, ſo J laid down and 


fell aſleep, which was a great refreſhment to 
me. At the 

went to dinner, at which was every thin 
that could ſatisfy the moſt nice appetite. At- 
ter dinner ſhe left me alone, and told me, if 
{ did want any thing, I might ring the bell, 
and call: I went to the cloſet again, and 
ſpent three hours in reading: I think really 
1 was under ſome enchantment, for I was in 
a perfect ſuſpenſion of thought, ſo as to re- 
member neither father or mother; for they 
ran leaſt in my mind, and what was at. that 
time moſt in it I do not know. M a R v came 
and told me, that Den FRANMCISC O was 
come home, and that ſhe thought he would 
come to ſee me very ſoon; and begged of me, 
to prepare my ſelf to receive him with all 
manner of kindneſs, At ſeven in the evening 
Deu FRANCISCO came, in eee 
/ 1 an 


time fixed, ſhe waken'd me, and 
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quiſitor, but with the gaiety of an officer. He 


ſaluted me with great reſpect and civility, and . 

d to keep me com- 
my at ſupper, but could not that night, 
aving ſome buſineſs of conſequence to 
finiſh in his cloſet; and that his coming to ſee 
me was only out of the reſpect he had for my 
family, and to tell me at the ſame time, that 


told me, he had deſign 


- 


ſome of my lovers had procured my ruin for 


ever, accuſing me in matters of religion; that 
the informations were taken, and the ſentence . 
pronounced againſt me, to be burnt alive in 
a dry pan with a gradual fire; but that he, 
out of pity and love to my family, had ſtop- 
xd the execution of it. Each of theſe words 
was a mortal ſtroke on my heart, and know- - 
ing not what I was doing, I threw my ſelf at 
his feet, and ſaid, Sergnor, have gout flopped 


the exectttion for ever? That ouly belbugs 19 


you, t0 ſtop it, or not, Taid he; and with this 
he wiſhed me a good night. Aſſoon as he 
went away, I fell a crying; ut MAR xv came, 
oblige me to cry ſo 
bitterly. Ah good MA Rx, laid I, f ray tell me 


and aſk'd me what coul 


what is the meaning of the ary pan, and gradu- 
al fre; fen Tam in expettation of n*thing hut 


death, aud by that. O] Mad am, ſa d the, neuer 
fear; you will ſee another day the ary pan 
and gradual fire, but they are made fr thoſe 
who oppoſe the hely fathers will, and net for 


you that are ſo ready te ovey them ; Bit, pray, 
was Don Fr anc 1sco very civil am obliging. 
Tao not know, ſaid I; V bis d:ſtourſe. as 


Put 
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and night-cap, not with the gravity of an in- 
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- put ine out of my wits; this I know, that he 
ſaluted me with reſpett and avility, but he 
{ft me abruptiy. Well, faid Many, you 40 %. 

- know his temper, leis the moſt obliging mau 
ia the <corl1, if people are civil with him; 
aud if not, he is as unmerciful as NERO; 

| and ſo for your own preſervation, take care to 

obige him in all reſpects; now, pray go to 
ſupper, and be eaſy. I was ſo much troubled 
in mind, with the thoughts of the dry pan 
and gradual fire, that I could neither eat nor 
ſleep that night. Early in the morning, 
MAR x got up, and told me that no body 
was yet up in the houſe, and that ſhe 
would ſhew me the dry pan, and gradual 
fire, on condition that I ſhould keep it ſecret 
for her ſake, and my own too; which I having 
promiſed, ſhe took me along with her, and 
Jhewed me a dark room with a thick iron 
door, and within it an oven, and a large braſs 
an upon it, with a cover of the ſame, and a 
lock to it, the oven was burning at that time; 
and I aſked Many, for what uſe that pan 
was there: And ſhe, without giving me any 
anſwer, took me by the hand out of that 
- place, and carry'd me into a large room, 
where ſhe ſhew'd me a thick wheel cover'd on 
both fides with thick boards, and opening a 
little window in the center of it, defired me | 
to look with a candle on the infide of it; and 
= I ſaw all the circumference of the wheel ſet 

4 wuo.ith ſharp razors. After that, ſhe ſhewed me 

a pit full of ſerpents and toads. Then ſhe {aid 
to me, Now, my good miſtreſs, I tell you rhe 
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uſe of theſe three things: The ary pan and 
graaual jure are for hereticks, and thoſe that 
oppoſe the holy fathers will aud pleaſure, for 
they are put all naked and alive into the pan, 
and the cover of it being locked np, the emecu- 
tioner begins to put in the oven a ſmall 147 
aud by degrees be augmenteth it, till the bedy 
is reduced into aſhes. The ſecond is deſign' for 
thoſe that ſpeak againſt the pope, and the holy 
fathers, for they are put within the wheel, 
aud the little door being locked, the executioner 
turns the <wheet till the perſon is dead. Aud 
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y the third is for thoſe that contemm the images, 
ie aud refuſe to give the due reſpect and venera- 
al tion to eccleſiaſtical perſons, for they are thrown 
t into the fit, and there they. become the food of 
9 ſerpents and toads. Then MAR x ſaid to me, 
id that another day, ſhe would ſhew me the tor- 
n ments for publick ſinners and tranſgreſſors of 
ſs the five commandments of our holy mother 
4 the church ; but I in a deep amazement, de- 


; ſir'd MAR x to ſhew me no more places, for 


in the very thoughts of thoſe three, which I had 


ay ſeen, were enough to terrify me to the heart. 
at After this we went to my room, and ſhe 
n, charged me again to be very obedient to all 
on the commands Don FRAN CIS O ſhould 
all give me, or to be aſſured, if I did not, that I 
nel was to undergo the torment of the dry pan. 
nd Indeed I conceived ſuch an horror for the gra- 
et dual fire, that I was not miſtreſs of my ſenſes, 
ne nay, nor of my thoughts: I therefore told 
id MARx, that I would follow her advice, and 
be grant Don FRANCISCO every thing he would 
JH; CO ey * 
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defire of me. if you are in that di ſpqſition, 
ſaid ſhe, /2ave off all fears and apprehenſicus, 


and expect nothing bur pleaſure and ſati ga- I 


ction, and all manner of recreation ; and you 


ſhall begin to experience ſeme of theſe things 


this very day. Now let me arefs you, for you 
wnft go to wiſh a goed morrow to Don FR A N- 


ois co, and breakfaſt with him. I thought. 


really this was a great honour to me, and 
ſome comfort to my troubled mind : I there- 
fore made all the haſteI could, and M A R 
convey'd me through a gallery into Don 
FaaNncisco's apartment : He was ſtill in 
bed, and defired me to fit down by him, and 
order d Max v. to bring the checolate two 
hours after, and with this ſhe left me alone 


with Den FR AnCGC1s co, who immediately 


ardently bene his inclinations, I had not 
the liberty to make any excuſe, and ſo * 
tinguiſhing the fire of his paſſion I was freed 


from the gradual fire and dry pan, which was 


all that then troubled my mind. When MARX 


came with the chocolate, I was very much 
aſhamed to be ſeen with him in bed, but ſhe 
coming to the bed-fide where I was, and 


kneeling down, paid me homage as if I was 


a queen, and fſerysd me firft with a cup of 
chocolate, itil] onſher knees, and bade me to 
give another cup to D FRAN CISCO my 


ſelf, which he received mighty graciouſly, 
and having drunk up the chocolate, ſhe 


went out; he ralk'd to me for a while of va- 
rious things, but I never ſpoke a word, but 
when he defired me to anſwer him: At ** 
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ol the clock, Max came again, and dreſ- 
fing me, ſhe deſired me to go along with her, 
— leaving Don FR AN CIS co in bed, ſhe 
carried me into another chamber, very delight- 
ful and better furniſhed than the firſt; for 
the windows of it were lower, and I had the 
pleaſure of ſeeing the river, and gardens on the 
other fide, out of it. Then, M a R ſaid to 
me, Madam, the young ladies of this 22 2 % 
come before dinner to welcome yoth, aud make 
themſelves happy in the honour of your company, 
and will take you to dine wth them. Fray 
remember the advices I have given you already, 
: and do not make your ſelf unhappy by asking 
21ſeteſs queſtions, She had but finiſh'd theſe 
words, when I ſaw entring my apartment 
' | (which conſiſted of a large anti-chamber, and 
a bed-chamber with two large cloſets)a troop 
of young beautiful ladies finely dreſt, who all 
one after another, came to embrace me and to 
wiſh me joy. My ſenſes were ina perfect ſuſpen- 
fion, and [I could not ſpeak a word, nor anſwer 
to their kind compliments : But one of them 
ſeeing me. thus filent, ſaid to me, Madam, the 
ſolitude of this place will affect you at firſt, but 
evhenyouhave been ſome time in ourcumpamp, and 
feel the pleaſures of our amuſements aud recrea- 
tions, you ail quit your penſive thoughts: Now 
ze beg of you the honour to come and dine with 
215 to day, and henceforth three days in a week. 
1 did thank them, and we went to dinner. | 
That day we had all ſorts of exquiſite meats, — 
and wer: ſerved with delicate fruits and ſweeWt. 
meats. The room was very long, with two | 
tables on each * and another at the front 
a | — 
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of it; and I reckon'd in it that day 52 your 
ladies, the oldeſt of them not e 
Fears of age: Six maids did ſerve the whole 
number ot us, but MA R waited on me alone 
that day. After dinner we went up ſtairs in- 
to a long gallery, all round which were lattice- 
windows ; where, ſome of us playing on inſtru- 
ments of mufick, others playing at cards, and 
ſome walking about, we ſpent three hours to- 
ether. At laſt MAR came up, ringing a 
Gall bell; which was the ſignal toretire into 
our rooms, as they told me; but MA R x faid 
to the whole company: Ladies this day is a 
day of recreatiom, wherefore you may go into 
. evhat room yon pleaſe trill eight of the clock, 
and then you are to go into your own chambers : 
Then they defired leave to go with me to my 
apartment to ſpend the time there, and I was 
very glad that they preferr'd my chamber to 
another; ſo all — down together, we 
found in my anti- chamber a big table with all 
ſorts of ſweetmeats _ it, jeed cinnamon- 
water, and almond-milk, and the like ; every 
one did eat and drink, but no body fpoke a 
word touching the ſumptuouſnefeof the table, 
nor mentioned any thing concerning the inqui- 
ſition of the holy fathers. We ſpent our time 
in merry and indifferent converſation, till eight 
of the clock; Then every one retired to their 
own room, and Many told me that Don 
FnaANnCc1scodid wait for me; ſo we went 
to his apartment, and — 5 being ready, we 
both ſat at table, attended by my maid only. 


After ſupper MAR y went away, and we to 
an Heat morning ſhe ſervd us _ 
cho- 


bed; 
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chocolate, which we drank in bed, and then 
{lept till ten of the clock. Then we got up, and 
my waiting maid carried meinto my chamber, 
where I found ready two ſuits of cloaths of a 


rich brocade, and every thing elſe ſuitable to } 
4 lady of the firſt rank. I did put on one, 


and when I was quite dreſt, the young: lad ies 


. 


came to with me a good morrow, all dreſt in 


different cloarhs, and better than the day be- 


fore; and we ſpent the ſecond and third day 
in the ſame recreation; Don FR AN c18c0 


continuing alſo with me in the ſame manner. 


But the third morning after drinking choco- 


late in bed, as the cuſtem was for Don Fr AN- 
es co and me; MA RN told me, that a lady 


was waiting for me in her own. room, and de- 
fired me to ger up with an air of command; 


and Den FRAN CISCO faying nothing a- 
gu it, I got up, and left him in bed. 1 


ought really that this was to give me ſome 


new entertainment and diverſion; but I was 


very much miſtaken, for M A R V conveyed me 
to a young lady s room not eight foot long, 


which was a priſon, and there, before 


the lady, ſaid, Madam, there is your room, . 


and this young lady your beifellow and com- 
rade; and ſo left me. O heavens! thought 


I, what is this-that has happened to me? 1 | 


fancied my ſelf out of danger, and I perceive” 
now the beginning of my vexation. ¶ hat is 
this, dear lady, Taid I, is this an inchanted pa- 
Face, or a bell upon earth? I have kſt father. 
and mother, and what is worſe, I have loft my 
henour ana my font for ever. My new compa- - 


nion, ſeeing me like a mad woman, took me 


4 
1 
f 
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by the hands and ſaid to me, Dear ſiſter, Jor 
this is the name T will give you henceforth, 
leave off your crying, leave off your grief aud 
vexaricn; fur you can do nothing by ſuch 
extravagant complaints, but heap coals upon 
your head, or rather under your body. Your 
antsfertunes and ours are exattly of a piece: you 
fryer nothing, that we have not (1 Are before 
you ; but ce are not allowed to ſhew our grief 
for fear of greater evils : Pray take good coll- 
rage, aud hope in God; fer he will ſind ſome 
Way or other to deliver us out of this helliſh 
Flace ; but above all things take care not to 
few any uneaſineſs before MAR v, who 1s the 
only infirument of our torments or comfert ; aud 
haue patience till we go to bed, and then with- 
out any fear, I will tell you more of the matter. 
We do not dine with the other ladies to day, 


and — be we ſhall have —— of talk- 
d 


ing before night, «hich T hope will be of ſome 
comfort to you. I was in a moſt deſperate 
condition, but my new ſiſter LE O NORA 
(this was her name) prevailed ſo much up- 
on me that I overcame my vexation before 
Mary came again to bring our dinner, 
which was very different from that I had the 
three days before. After dinner another maid 
came to take away the plate and knife, for we 
had but one for us bak, and lock'd up the 
door. Now, my ſiſter, ſaid LEON ORA, 
we need not fear being diſturbed till eight at 
night: ſo Tmay ſafely iuſtruct you, i you promiſe 
me, upon your hopes of ſalvation, to keep ſecret, 
white you are here in, this honſe, all the things 
T foal tell yott. I threw myſelf down 2 

| | 2 meet 
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feet and promiſed ſecrecy. Then ſaid ſhe, 
My dear ſiſter, you think it a bard caſe, that 
has happened to you; I aſſure you, all the la- 
dies here in this houſe have already gone thro” 
rhe ſame, and in time ycu ſhall know all their 
ſtories, as they hee to know yours. I ſuppe ſe 
rhatM a mv has been the chief inſtrument 
yorty fright, as ſbe has been of ours; and I ar-, - 
rant ſhe has ſhewn to you ſeme horrible Places, 
h not all; and that at the thorght cf them, 
you were ſo 11h troubled in your mind, that 
you have choſen the ſame way we did, te get ſome 
eaſe in our hearts. By what has haf pen d to us, 
Ie know that Don FR ANGISC O has been 
your Nero; for the three c:l;urs of eur cloaths, 
are the aiſtingniſhing tokens of the three hely 
fathers: The red ſilk belongs to Don E R AN- 
1s co, the blew to GE RARE RN o, aud the 
green 10 KTA GA. For they uſe to give the 
three firſt days t eſè cilours to theſe ladies that 
they bring for their uſe. We are ſtrictly cm- 
manded to make all :emonſtrations of joy, and 
to be very merry three days, when a young 
lady comes here, as we did with you, and yon 
muſt do wwith others: Bur after it wwe live like 
Priſoners, without ſeeing any living ſoul but the 
fix maids and Mary who is the hotſe- 
keeper. We dine all of us in the hall three 
days a week, and three days in our rcoms. 
When any of the holy fathers has a mind for 
one of his /laves, M R v ccmes for ber at nine 
of the chck, and conveyeth her to his apartment: 
But as they have ſo mauy, the turn comes may be 
but once in a month; except to thoſe that give 


them more ſatisfaftica than ordinary, for thoſe 
are 
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are ſent for very ofren. Some nights MARY 
leaves the dcor of our rooms open, aud that is a 
ſign that ſome of the fathers has a mind to come 
Mat night; but he comes ſo ſilent, that we 40 
rot know whether. he is our own patron, o. 
not. If oneof 1s happen to be with child, 
He is removed into a better chamber, and ſhe 
jees no body but the maid, till ſbe is delivered. 
The child is taken away and we do not know 
avhere tis carried, Mary doth not ſuffer 
quarrels between us, and if any one happens to 
be troubleſome, ſbe is bitterly chaſtiſed for it: 
So wwe are always under a continual fear. F * 
Bae been in thas bone theſe ſix years, and 1 
dg not fourteen years of age, when the <AGrs 
toał me from my father's houſe, and I have been” 
brought to bea but once. Me are at preſent fifty 
teu young ladies, and Te loſe every year fix or 
eight, but Tre do not know -whither they are 
ſent; but at the ſam? time we get new ones, 

aud ſometimes I have ſeen here ſtuenty three 
ladies. Our continnal torment is to think, and 
uit h great reaſon, that when the holy fathers 
are tired —— they put her to death ; for 
they never will. run the hazard of being 4i(- 
covered in theſe piſdemeanours, by ſending out 
of the houſe any. our companions. So tho we - 
cannot oppoſe their commands, and therefore 
ae commit many miſdoings, yer woe ſtall fer- 
wently pray Go v and his bleſſed mc ther to 
forgive us them, ſince "tis againſt our wills 
we 4o them, and to preſerve us from death in 
this houſe. Therefore, my dear ſiſter, arm 
wourſeif with patience, and put your truſt in 


Goo - 
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Go p, h will be our only defender and de- 
TnuIsò diſcourſe of LRxON ORA did eaſe 
me in ſome meaſure, and 1 found every thing 
as ſhe had told me: We lived together eigh- 
teen months, in which time we loft eleven la- 
dies, and we got nineteen new ones. I knew 
all their ſtories, which I cannot tell you to 
night, but if you will be ſo kind as to ſtay 
here this week, you will not think your time 
loſt, when you come to know them all. I did 
promiſe her to ſtay that week with a great 
Neal of pleaſure and ſatisfaQtion ; but though 
it was very late, and the people of the houſe 
were retired, I begged of her to make an 
end of the concerning her ſelf, which 


ſhe did in the following manner. 


Ar rx the eighteen months, one night, 
MAR x came and ordered us to follow her; 
and going down ftairs, ſhe bade us go into a 
coach, and this we thought the laſt day of 
our lives. We went out ofthe houſe, but whi- 

ther we did not know, till we were put into 
another houſe, and a room worſe than the firſt, 
where we were confined above two months 
without ſeeing any of the holy fathers, or 
MAR x, or any of our companions : And in 

the ſame manner we were removed from that 
houſe to another, where we continued till we 
wers, as you know, delivered by the French 
Officers. Mr. Fav r c a v r, happilyfor me, 
did open the door of my room, for as ſoen as 
he ſaw me, he began to ſhew me muck ci- 
vility, and took me and LRxONO A along _ 
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him into his lodgings ; and after he heard my 
whole ſtory, and fearing our ſtay would 
turn to our diſadvantage, he ordered us the 
next day to be ſent to his father. We were dreſt 
in mens clothes to go the more ſafely, and 
ſo we came to this houſe, where I was kept 
for two years, as the daughter of the old man; 


till Mr. Faulcaut's regiment being broke, he 


came home, and two months after married 


me. LEON OR A was married to another of- 
ficer, and they live in Orleaus; which being 
in your way to Paris, I do not queſtion but 
you will pay her a vifit. My husband is now 
at court, ſolliciting 2 commiſſion, _. 
he will be v lad o r acquaintance, i 
he has wel it belive _ go to Paris. 
Thus ended our entertainment the firſt night. 
1I8rTA y'D there twelve days, in which ſhe 
told me the ſtories of all the young ladies. 
Theſe accounts containing ſome particular 
circumſtances, touching the horrible edure 
of that tribunal ; and being full of amorous 
intrigues, I think fit not to inſert them here, 
but to give them in a ſeparate book to the 
publick, if defired ; for as I have many other 
things to ſay, touching the corruptions of the 
— prieſts; theſe accounts may be in- 
1 there, to ſhew the ill practices and cor- 
ruptions of the inquiſitors. © proceed now to 
ſpeak of the new quarters of the French 
in the on, and of the reſtauration of 
the holy fathers into it, and afterwards I will 
go on with the account of the publick trials. 


Warn 


* 


formerly the holy office was kept, he put a 
ſtrong garriſon into it, and the holy fathers 
were obliged to remove and take away their 


Priſoners ; but they did wall all the doors of 
their ſecret priſons, where they uſed to keep 


their helliſh engines; ſo we could not then 


ko any thing of their barbarity in the puniſh- 
ing of innocents; and I think, that as they did 
conſider themſelves as unſettled, and being in 
0 to recover again the former place, * ; 


not move their inhuman inſtruments 


torments, ſo there were none found in the 
laſt houſe, when they were turned out. Nay, 


among ſo great a number of priſoners deli ver- 


ed out of it, we could converſe with none of 
them. : For as ſoon as they got out, for fear of 
a new order from the King, or pope, they | 


made their, eſcape out of the country; 
they were very much in the right of it, for the 


inquiſition is a place to be very much fear d,. 


and not to be try d 2 ſecond time, it one can 


help it. | 
| As TER eight months of reprieve, - the 


fame inquiſitors came again with more power 


than before; for Don Px DRO Gr RRER / firſt 
inquiſitor was choſen 


niſh crimes of diſaffection to his majeſty 
So for a while: he was pope, king, and ty- 
rant. The firſt thing he did was to give the 


publick an account of the crimes for which 
all the priſoners, that had been delivered, 
Bb. ere 


t POFERT tar 
Wu EN the marqueſs dx Tauncy Was 
choſen governor of the fort of Aljaferia, where 


by the at king 
PAnILI 's requeſt, — — = | 
prieſts, friers, and nuns, to examine, and 2 


* 


3 
: 
* 
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were confied in the inquiſition, to vindicate 
thereby the honour of the three inquiſitors 4 


_—_— at the ſame time all ſorts of per- 
fons to diſcover and ſecure any of the laid 
priſoners under pain of death. This proc la- 
mation was a thing never before heard of, 
and we may ſay, that Satigfactio non fetita 
generat ſuſpicionem : For really by this, they 
did declare themſelves guilty of what was 
charged on them in relation to the Seraghio, 
in the opinion of ſerious, ſenſible people. But 
every body was terrified by the ſaid procla- 
mation, and none dared to ſay any thing a- 
bout it. A 
Tu E unmerciful GuerRERO, like a roar- 
ing lion, began to devour 211 ſorts of people, 
ſhewing by this his great affection to the king, 
and fer ent zeal for the pope ; for under pre- 
tence of their being diſaffected to his ma- 
jeſly, he confined, and that publickly, near 
three hundred friers, and one hundred and 
fiſty prieſts, and a great number of the laity. 
Next to this he made himſelf maſter of their 
eſtates, which were ſold publickly, * 
bought by the good loyal ſubjects. He di 
ſuſpend ab rficio & venejicio many ſecular 
priefis, and baniſhed them out of the domi- 
nions of Spain; whipt others publickly. ; ba- 
niſned and whipt friers, and took the liberty 
mmſolentiy. to go into the monaſtery of the 
nuns of St. Lucia, and whipt fix of them for 
being affected tro CHARLES III. and he 
impriſoned Dona CATHERINX A CAE Ro, 
only for being the head of the imperial fa- 
&ion. This whipping of the nuns is u hat mw 
ca 
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call giving them a diſcipline, i. e. a number 
of ſtrokes with a rod on the ſhoulders; and 
GUERRERO was ſo impudent, and bare- 
| faced a Nero, that commanding the poor nuns 
to turn their habits backwards and diſcover 
their ſhoulders, he himſelf was the executi- 
oner of this unparalle}'d. puniſhment. 

As to the Jaity who were put into the in- 
| mn and whoſe eſtates were ſeized, we 
did not hear any thing in particular of them; 
but J am ſure they did end their miſerable 
lives in that horrid place. Many of them left 

large families behind them, ax Þ were all re- 
duced to beggary; for when the heads of them 
were confined, all the families muſt ſuffer 
with them: And this is the reaſon, why more 
than two thouſand families left the city and 
every thing they had, rather than to undergo 
the mi ſeries of that time, and the cruel per- 
ſecution of G u. RRE RO: We may believe, 
therefore, that having ſo great an authority 
as he had, he ſoon could recruit his Se- 
raglio. og | | 

Tnovucn GuvrnnxnRoO: was fo buſy 
in the affairs of the king, he did not forget 
the other buſineſs concerning the catholick 
faith; for to make the people ſenſible of his 
indefatigable zeal, he began again to. ſum- 
mon priells and friers to new trials; of which 
Fam going to ſpeak. | 2 


- 


The 
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The TRIAL of a frier of St. IE RO M, 


organiſt of the convent in AAR A- 


Aru the ſummoned perſons being together i 


in the hall, the priſoner and a young boy 


were brought out, and after the firſt inqui-. 


fitor had finiſhed. his bitter correction, the 


{ſecretary read the examinations and ſentence, 


as followeth. | 

Wu E RE As informations were made, and 
by evidences proved, that Fr. Jos K en PE- 
R A L T A has committed the crime of Se- 


domy with the preſent Joun Rom x O his 
diſciple, which the ſaid ROME o himſelf 


owned upon interrogatories of the holy inqui- 


ſitors: They, having an unfeigned regard for 


the order of St. JE ROME, do declare and 
condemn the ſaid frier JS EFHEH PE R- 
ALTA to a year's confinement in his own 


convent, but that he may aſſiſt at the divine | | 


ſervice, and celebrate maſs. Item, for. an ex- 
ample to other like ſinners, the holy fathers. 


declare, that the {aid JOHN is to be whipt 


through the public k ſtreets of the town, and 


receive at every corner, as it is a cuſtom, five 
laſhes, and that he ſhall wear a Coroza, (i. e. 
a ſort of a mitre on his head, feathered al! 
over) as a mark of his crime. Which ſen-. 
| tence is to be executed for the firſt time on 


Friday next, without any appeal. 


Ar r E R the ſecretary had done, Den pz- 


DR. o GVEAR ENO did aſk frier JoS EH H. 
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whether he had any thing to ſay againſt the 
ſentence or not: And he anſwering, no; the 
pri ſoners were carried back to their priſons, 
and the company was di ſmiſſed. Obſerve the 
equity of the inquiſitors in this caſe: The 
boy was but fourteen years of age, under the 
power of frier JoSE R, and he was charged 
with the penalty and puniſhment frier JosE rn 
did deſerve. The poor boy was whipt accor- 
ding to ſentence, and died the next day. 


The TRYAL of father PV Eo, con- 
feſſor of the nuns of Ct. Monica. 


Tu 18 criminal had been but fix days in 
the inquiſition, before he was brought to 
hear his ſentence, and every thing being per- 
formed as before, the ſecretary read as fol- 
lows, US. | . 
WHERE As father Puk vo has com- 
mitted fornication with five ſpiritual daugh- 
ters, (ſo the nuns which 3 to the ſame 
confeſſor are conſtantly called) which is, be- 
ſides fornication, — and tranſgreſſion of 
our commands; and he himſelf having own'd 
the fact, we therefore declare, that he ſhall 
keep his cell for three weeks, and loſe his 
employment, Sc. Tinea 
H E inquifitor aſked him, whether he had 
any thing to ſay againſt it: Father PU E YO 
made anſwer; Holy father, I remember that 
e I was choſen father confeſſor of the nuns 
our mother St. Monica, you had a great va- 
lue for five young ladies of the menaſtery, an d 
you ſent for me, aud Cee of me to rake 
Cc care 
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care of them; ſo T have done as a faithful ſer. 
want, and may ſay unto you 5; Domine, quin- 
que talenta tradidiſti mihi, ecce alia quinque 
lucratus ſum ex eis. The inquiſitors could not 
forbear laughing at this application of the 
ſcripture: and Don PEDRO GUERRERO was 
ſo well pleaſed with this anſwer, that he re- 
plied ; Ton ſay well, therefore, F Peccara tua 
remittuntur tibi; nume vede in pace, & nol 
ampiins peccare. This was a pleaſant trial, 
and PVE yo was excuſed from the perfor- 
mance of his penance by this impious jeſt. 


The TRY AL and SENTENCE of 
| the licenciate LI 2 ONDO. 


T* E ſecretary read the examinations, evi- | 

dences and convictions, and the ſaid L I- 
20N DO (who was licenciate, or maſter of arts) 
himſelt did own the fact which was as fol- 
loweth. 

I' E ſaid LIZ ON Þ o, tho' an ingenious 
man, and fit for the ſacerdota] functien, would 
not be ordained ; giving out that he thought 
himſelf unworthy of ſo high a dignity, as to 
have every day the Saviour of the world in 
his hands, after the conſecration. And by this 
feigned humility he began to inſinuate him- 
felt into the peoples good opinion, and paſs for 

RET 3, 24 religious 


* 


Matth. 25. 20. Lord, thou deliveredſt unto ine 
five talents, behold, I hade gained beſides them five 
talents more. | | 1 85 | 

+ Thy {as are forgiving thee ; go now in peace, and 
ſin no more. ̃ 
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a religious godly man among them. He ſtu- 
died phyſick, and practiſed it only with the 
poor in the beginning, but being called after- 
wards by the rich, and particularly by the nuns, 
he was at length found out in his wickedneſs; 
for he uſed to give the young ladies ſome- 
thing to make them ſleep, and by this means he 
obtained his laſcivious deſires. But one of the 
evidences ſwore that he had done theſe things 
by the help of magick ; and that he had uſed 
_— an incantation with which he madeevery 
body fall afleep : But this he abſolutely de- 
nied, as an. impoſition and falſity. We did 
expect a ſevere ſentence, but it was only, that 
the licenciate ſhould diſcover to the inquiſi- 
tors on a day, appointed by them, the receipt 
for making the people ſleep ; and that the 
puniſhment to be inflifted on him was to be 
referred to the diſcretion of the holy fathers. 
We faw him afterwards every day walking in 
the ſtreets, and this was all his punifhmenr. 
We muſt ſurely believe, that ſuch crimes are 
reckon'd but a trifle among them, for very 
feldom do they ſhew any great diſpleaſure 
2 ſeverity to thoſe that are found guilty. of 
them, = „„ a DS 


Of an ORDER from the iuguiſitors to 

arreſt a horſe, and to bring him to the 
"poly office. 1 i 
"x" n E caſe well deſerves my giving a full 
J account of it; I will therefore relate it 
from the beginning to the end. The rector 
of the univerſity of Zaragoſa has his _ of- 
; 5 K 
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ficers, to arreſt the ſcholars, and puniſh them, 
it they commit. any crime. Among the of- 
ficers there was one called GuaDALAxXARA, 
who was mighty officious and troubleſome to 
the collegians or ſtudents, for, on account of 
the leait thing in the world, he arreſted them. 
'The ſcholars did not love him, and contriv'd 
how they ſhould puniſh him, or to play ſome 
comical trick with him. At laſt ſome of the 
ſtrongeſt did agree to be at the bottom of the 
ſteeple of the univerſity, in the evening, and 
fix of them in the bell-tery, who were to let 
down a luſty young ſcholar tyed with a ſtron 
rope, at the hearing of this word, War. And 
the ſcholars that were in the yard and at the 
bottom of the ſteeple did pick a quarel pur- 
polely to bring GuaDALAXARA there, and 
when he was already among them, arreſting 
one, they cry'd out, //ar : At which fign the 
fix in the ſteeple let down the ty'd ſcholar, 
who taking GuaDAr AxARA in his arms, and 
being pulled up by the fix, he carry'd him up 
almoſt 20 foot high, and then let him fall 
down; the poor man all the while crying out, 
o JESUS! the devil has taken me up. The 
ſtudents that were at the bottom had inſtru- 
menits of muſick, and put off their cloaks to 
receive him; and as he cry'd out, the Devil, 
the Devil, the muſicians anſwer'd him with 
the inſtruments, repeating the ſame words ; 
and with this gathering together great num- 
bers of ſcholars, they took him in . middle, 
continuing always the muſick and cries, to 
prevent thereby the peoples taking notice of 
it; and every body did believe that it was 
| A | only 
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only a meer {cholaſtical diverſion : With this 
melody and rejoycings they carry'd the trou- 
bleſome GuanAarAaxaRaA out of the gates of 
the city, into a fielch called the Burut Face, 
becauſe formerly the Hereticks were burnt in 
that field. There they had a dead horſe, and 
opening his belly, they ty'd the poor officer 
by the hands and legs, and placed him within 
the horſe's belly, which they ſowed, leaving 
the head of GuaDaraxaRa out under the 
tale of the horſe, and ſo they went back into 
the city. How diſmal that night was for the 
poor man, any body may imagine; but yet it 
was very ſweet to him in compariſon to what 
he ſuffercd in the morning ; for the dogs go- 
ing to eat of the dead horſe's fleſh, he, tor 
fear they ſhould eat off his head, continually 
cried out, ho! ho! Perros, i. e. dogs; and 
that day he found, that not only the ſcholars, 
but even the very dogs were afraid of him, for 
the dogs did not dare to approach the dead 
horſe. The labourers of the city, who are a 
molt ignorant ſort of people, but very plea- 
fant in their ruſtick expreſſions, going out to 
the field by break of day, ſaw the dogs near 
the horſe, and heard the voice, ho! ho! 
Perros. They looked up and down, and ſee- 
ing no body, drew near to the horſe, and hear- 
ing the ſame voice, frightned out of their 
ſenſes, went into the city again, and gave out, 
that a dead horſe was ſpeaking in the burnt 
feld; and as they did affirm and ſwear the 
thing to be true, crowds of people went to ſee 
and hear the wonder, or, as many others ſaid, 


the miracle of a dead horſe ſpeaking. A pub 


150 A MasTER-KEY. 
lick notary. was among the mob, but no body 
dared to go near the horſe ; this notary went 
to the inquiſitors to make an affidavit of the 
caſe; and added, that no body having courage 
enough to approach the horſe, it was proper 
to {end ſome of the friers with holy water and 
ſtcla to exorciſe the horſe, and find out the 
cauſe of his ſpeaking. But the inquiſitors, who 
think to command beaſts as well as reaſonable 
creatures, ſent fix of their officers with ſtrict 
orders to bring the horſe to the holy office. 
The officers, having an opinion that the devil 
mult ſubmit to them, went, and approaching 
the horſe, they ſaw the head under the tail, 
and the poor man crying out, Help, take me 
our of this putrify'd grade: For Go p'. ſake 
good people make hafte, for T am not the Devil, 
nor ghoſt, nor apparition, but the real bay 
and foul of GuaDaLAxAR A, the con- 
fable of the univerſity ; and I do renounce 
mm this place the office of arreſting ſcholars 
for ever, and I do forgive them this wrong. 
done to me; and thanks be tc Go p, ana to 
the virgin of Pilar, who has preſerved my 
Body from being converted into a dead horſe 
ana that Tam ſtill alive. : 
TAE SE plain demonſtrations of the na- 
ture of the thing did not in the leaſt convince 
the officers of the inquiſition, who are always 
very ſtrict in the performance of the orders 
given them; ſo they took the dead horſe and 
carry d it to the inquiſition. Never were more 
people ſeen in the ſtreets and windows than 
on that day, befides the great crowd that fol- 
lowed the corps, which I ſaw my ſelf; the 
| inquiſitors 


to POPERY. 151 


inquiſitors having notice before hand, went 
to the hall, to receive the informations from 


the horſe ; and they aſked him many que- 


ſtions, the poor man puſhing up the tail 
with his noſe, to ſpeak, to ſee and be ſeen, 
{till anſwering them; the wiſe holy fathers 


N not to his information, gave order to 


the officers to carry the ſpeaking horſe to the 
torture, which being done accordingly, at the 
third turning of the ropes thro' the horſe's 
belly, the ſkin of the belly broke, and the 
real body of GuaDALAxARa did appear in 
all his dimenſions ; and by the horſe's torture, 
he ſaved his life. The poor man died three 
weeks after ; he forgave the ſcholars who 
contrived this miſchief; and an elegy was 
made on his death. eee 


The ſencence given againſt LAWRENCE 
Cas xRo, goldſmith of Zaragoza. 


AWR EN CE CAST RO was the moſt 
famous and wealthy gold-ſmith in the 
city; as he went one day to carry a piece of 
plate to Don PEDRO GUERRERO, before he 


ct him, he bade him to go and fee the 


ouſe, along with one of his domeſtick ſer- 


vants ; which he did, and ſeeing nothing 
but doors of iron, and hearing nothing but 
lamentations of the people wii being re- 
turned to the inquifitor's apartment, Do 
Pr Dro ſaid to him, LAW RE NC E, how do 
ort like this place ? To which LAWRENCE 
reply d, I 4o not like it at all, for it ſeems to 
me the very hell upon earth. This _ 
2 125 850 
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but true anſwer was the only occaſion of his 
misfortune; for he was immediately ſent in- 
to one of the helliſh priſons, and at the ſame 
time many officers were ſent to his houſe, to 
ſeize upon every thing; and that day he ap- 
ꝓear'd at the bar, and his ſentence was read: he 
was condemn'd to be whipt through the pub- 
lick ſtreets, to be marked afterwards on his 
ſhoulders with a burning iron, and to be ſent 
For ever to the gallies : But the good, honeſt, 
unfortunate man died that very day. 


Ar the ſame time a lady of a good for- 
tune was wipt, becauſe ſhe ſaid in company ; 
I] do not know whether the pope is a man, or 
a woman; and I hear wonderful things of 
him every day; I do imagine he muſt be an 
animal very rare. For theſe words, The loſt 
honour, fortune and life; for ſhe died fix 
days after the execution of her ſentence: And 
thus the holy fathers puniſh trifling things, 
and leave unpuniſhed horrible crimes. : 
The following inſtance ſhall be a demon- 
ftration of this truth, and ſhew, how the in- 
uifitors favour the ecclefiaſticks more than 
the laity, and the reafon, why they are more 
ſevere upon one than the other. 


I w the dioceſs of Murcia, was a pariſh 
prieſt in a ſmall village in the mountains. 'The 
ople were almoſt all of them ſhepherds, 
and were obliged to be always abroad with 
their locks ; ſo the prieſt, being the com- 
mander of the ſhepherdeſſes, begun to preach 


every Friday in the afternoon, all the congre- 
gation 
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gation being compoſed of the women of the 
to wn. His conſtant ſubje& was the indiſpen- 
fible duty of paying the tithes to him, and 
this not only of the fruits of the earth, but 
of the ſeventh of their ſacraments too, which 
is matrimony ; and he had ſuch great elo- 
uence to perſuade them to ſecrecy, as to 
their husbands, and paying a ready ſubmiſ- 
fion to him, that he began to reap the truit 
of his doQtrine in a few days; and by this 
wicked example, he brought into the liſt of 
the tithes all the married women of the town, 
and he did receive from them the tenth for 
fix years together: But his infernal doctrine 
and practice was diſcover'd by a young wo- - 
man who was to be married, of whom the 
prieſt aſked the tithe before hand; for ſhe 
telling it to her ſweet-heart, he went and diſ- 
cover d the caſe to the next commiſſary of the 
inquiſition; who having examined the mat- 
ter, and found it true, took the prieſt and ſent 
him to the inquiſition; he was Read guilty of 
this abominable fin, and he himſelf confeſſed 
it; and what was the puniſhment inflicted on 
him? Only confinement in a frier's cell for ſix 
months. The prieſt being confined, made a 
virtue of neceſſity, and there he compoſed a 
ſmall book intituled, T he true penitent, which 
was univerſally apptoved by all ſorts of peo- 
ple for ſolid doctrine and morality. He dedi- 
cated the work to the holy inquiſitors, who 
for reward of his pains, gave him another 
ariſh a great deal better than the firſt : But, 
barden d wretch ! there he fell again to the 
7 "BF-@: ſame 
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ſame trade of receiving the tithes ; upon 
which the people of the pariſh 5 
the governour, who acquainted the king with 

the caſe ;; and his majeſty ordered the inqui- 
ſitors to. apply a ſpeedy remedy to it; where- 
upon the holy fathers ſent him to the pope's 
gallies for five years. 

I uus own it is much againſt my incli- 
nation to publiſh theſe things, which may by 
ſeme be thought to. be very much out of the 
way of a clergyman :. But if the reader will 

make reflections on them,. and conſider that 
my deſign is only to ſhew how unjuſtly the in- 
quiſitors do ack in this and other caſes, he will 
certainly excuſe me; for they really deſerve to 
be ridiculed, more than argued againſt, reaſo- 
ning being of no force with them; but a diſco- 
very of their infamous actions, may be, will 
roduce, if not in them, in ſome people at 
DET board ded. VF 

Tu E reader may form a dreadful idea of 
the barbarity of the inquiſition by what I have 
already ſaid, but I am ſure, it never will come | 
up to what it is in reality, for it paſſeth all un- 
der underſtanding, not as the Feace of GOD, 
but as the war of the devil. 

By what has been ſaid it appears, that | 
they leave off the obſervance of the firſt pre- 
cepts of the holy office, and chaſtiſe only thoſe, | 
that ſpeak either againſt the pope, clergy, or 
ne,, 2 oe, cs 4 

Tu E only reaſon of ſettling that tribunal! 
in Spain, was to examine and chaſtiſe ſinners, 
or thoſe that publickly contemned the . 
. ic 


7% PO PE RT. ws5 


lick faith : But now a man may blaſpheme, 
and commit the moſt heinous crimes, if he 


ſays nothing againſt the three mentioned arti- 
cles, he is tree from the helliſh tribunal. 


LET us except from this rule the rich 


_ Pers, for the poor are in no fear of being 


confined there, they are the rich only that 
ſuffer in that place, not for the crime of 7eww- 
dalſin, (though this is the colour and pre- 
tence) but for the crime of having riches. 
FRAN CISCO ALF ARO a Yew, and a 
very rich one, was kept in the inquiſition of 
Sevilla four years, and after he had loſt all 
he had in the world, was diſcharged out of 
it with a ſmall correction: This was to en- 
courage him to trade again, and get more 


riches, as he did in four years time : Then 


he was put again into this holy office, with 
the loſs of his goods and money, and 
after three years impriſonment he was diſ- 
charged, and order'd to wear for fix months 


the mark of Sau-Benito, i. e. a picture of a 
man in the middle of the fire of hell, which 


he is to wear before his breaſt publickly. But 
ALF AR o, a few days after, left the city of 
Sevilla, and ſeeing a pig without the gate, 
he hung the San-Benito on the pig's neck, 
and . his eſcape. I ſaw this 7ew in Liſ- 


bon, and he told me the ſtory himſelf, ad- 


ding, Now Jam a poor Jew, I tell every body 
ſo ; and though the inquiſition is mere ſevere 
here than in Spain, #0 body takes notice of 
me : I am ſure they wouli confine me for ever, 
if I had as much riches as I had in _ 
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In truth the holy office is more cruel and in- 
human in Portigal than in Spain, for I ne- 
ver ſaw any one publickly burnt in my own 
country, but in Zisbon I ſaw ſeven at once, 
four young women and three men; two of the 
young women and an old man, were burnt 
alive, the others were firſt — 
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